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| FOHN DUN TO 's "Serious Thoeg Is. upon We 5 
| Preſon and Future State, in 2 Fit of Sickneſs that _ judg d Mortal, 
in which many New Opinions are Started and Prov'd; and in particulge” 
this, That the ſincere Practice bf known Duties, or dying daily to this 
- Life and World, would of it ſelf reſulve the moſt ignorant” Perſon in all 
the abſtruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion—Bcing 8. 


A New Directory for Holy Living and Dying, - ; 


Compos'd d of the Author's own Experience in Religion, Politicks, and 
Morals, from his Childhood to his Sixty Third Tear, (but more eſpeci- 
ally during his dangerous Diſeaſe in Ireland, in the Year Ninety 
Eight, when his Life was deſpair d of )—And Compleated in Twenty | 
Eſſays upon ſuch Nice and Curious Points in Divinity, 29 Were never | 
_ handled before To which is added, : | 


The Dick-Man's pPaſing-Sell. 


| To remind all Men of that D*athand Eternity to which. they art 

haſte ning. Containing, 

(10 God be Menciful to me a Siuner: Or, Dr at Conf<flion; ia 
which he diſcovers the Secret Sins of his whole Life; wich bis Reſo- . 
lutions in what penitent Manner {by the Help of Hou he'll ſpend " 
the ſhore Time he has yet to live. | 

| 2 Dunton's Legacy to his Nac i ve Country; Or, A dying Farewell to tha 

moſt Remarkable Perſons and Things both in Church an State, with 

His laft Prayer (or thoſe very Petit ions to IO God) with which" lf 

bie hopes to Expire, | - BY 

3 A Living Man following his own Corpſe to the bran Or, DUNTON 81 

Repreſented as Dead and Buried, in an Eſſay upon bis own Funeral 
To which is added (for the Oddreſs and. Singularity of it) A Co py of 
his /aft Will and Teftament—His living ELEGY wric with his. own 
Hand—And'the EPLTAPH deſign'd for his Tombſtone, in the New . 
Jurying Place Together with | 
(4) The Real Period of Dunton's Life: Or, A Philoſophical Eſfay upon 
the Nature of that Grand Climactericł Dot Siæty Three, in which (as 
few Perſons out- live that Fatal Time) he expects to be actually Buried 
wich chat beſt of Wives Mrs. Elizabeth Anneſiey (alias Dunton) Win 
their Reaſons for Sleeping together i in the ſame Grave till the General 
Reſurrection, as contained in two Letters that paſs d between Vr. Dun- 
ton and his Wife, a few Days before ſhe Dyed. 
The whole Direttory and Paſſing-Bel/, ſubmitted to the Impartial Cenſurs © -z | 
of the Right Reverend Father In God WILLIAM Lord Biſhop of ELV. 2 1 


By Mr. JOHN DUN TON, : a Mcmbas. of "the Arbenren Sacſet y, and Trurber 
of the Eſſay intitled—The Hazard of 2 Deaih-bed Repentanee,. 


He all are e ſein d with the Athenian Rs 
News, and New Things, do the whole World r Wild: 
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The Right Reverend Father in God, 


EAA o 
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WILLIAM 


My Honoured Lord, 


1 H Pevored of your Lordſhip's Servants, humbly pre- 
"3% ſumes to lay ir (elf at your Lordſhip's Feet, is not out 
of any high Opinion of my Performance, (tho calld 
A New Directory for Holy Living and Dying) but purely as a 


Teſtimony. of that profound Reſpect and high Veneration, (o juſtly: 


due from, and ſincerely Paid your Lordſhip by every true Britiſh 
Proteſtant. | 2 | 


My Lord, Whilſt all the World is in an Hurry toſſed here and 
there with Vanity and Vexation, whilſt few or none almoſt are 
looking after their Future State, or regarding what will become 


of them to Eternity; I judged it not amiſs a little to call my 
Fellow-Sinners aſide, to peruſe ſuch ſerious Thoughts concerning 
the Preſent and Future Stats (or that MOMENT of Time upon 


which an ETERNITY depends) as came into my Mind ſome 


Years ago in a Fit of Sickneſs that was judged Mortal, (bur 
more eſpecially in Ire/and in the Year Ninety Eight, whilſt I 


1 


H A T this poor Offering from the moſt Affectionately 


paſs d away ſome Reſtleſs Nights in a dangerous Diſeaſe in which 


my Life was deſpair d of.) 


It was a Cuſtom in former Times for great Men to make 


them Sepulchres in their Gardens to mind them of Death, in the 
midſt of the Pleaſures of this Life; this New Directory for Holy 
Living and Dying may not unfitiy be termed a Garden, wherein, 
whoſoever rakes 2 daily Walk, will find that Tieles of Honour 


are witten in Duſt, and that Princes and great Men mu die; 


that their very Monuments are Mortal, and will in time be found 


as Archimedes his Tomb (by Cicero] in Vepretis, overgrown witk 
Thorns and Briars: And that even poor Men too (who bave 


no Comer, Prodigy, or Earthquake to rol! the Knell of their 


Departure, but) who do as it were ſteal into their filent 


Graves with no greater Noiſe than can be made by a Branch of 
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_ The DEDTCATION. 
Roſemary or Sprig of Lawrel) have Precious and Immortal Souls 
to fave as well as they; with the Methods and Courſes both © 
{hould rake to ger ſaving Grace, and the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
which will prove a Poſſeſſion for them to Eternity. | 

So that my Readers will find in my NEW DIRECTORY” 
both Inſtructions to guide them, and Comforts to ſupport them 
in their Journey on Earth till they arrive at their Heavenly 
Country; and as their Stay in this World is very uncertain, 
I have endeavour d to Prove (in the Fo/lowing DireRory) that tis 
every Man's D. (from the King ro the Beggar) Io live every Day 
as if it were his laſt ; and, for that Reaſon, I intitle rheſe ſerious 
Thoughts A new Directory for holy Living and Dying ; for having 
now done with POLITICKS{ i.e. having publiſhed Forty Political 
Tra#s to detect his Majeſty's Enemies, when Plotting in the 
Royal Palace, and other Parts of Great -Britain and Ireland to 
reſtore the Prerender, which I prinred at the Hazard of my Life 
and Fortune; and therefore intitled, my Early, Bold, and Suc- 
ceſsfal Diſcoveries Neck or Nothing—Queen Robir—And, The 
Impe achment, 8c.) I ſhall ſpend the remaining Part of my 
Pays on Subjects that chiefly Reſpect ebe other Werld, as believing, 
that the frequent Meditation upon Death (and that Eternity 
which follows it) is the beſt Motive to an Holy Life; and there- 
fore as your Lordſhip comes rhe neareſt to Perfection in your 
Preaching and Living of any Prelate (or Miniſter) that I ever 
heard or knew, I judg'd you the fitteſt Patron, to whom 1 could 
inſcribe thoſe ſerious Thoughts in my late Sickneſs ; which are 
the Subject of this Firſt Part of my New Directory (in which 
I have advanc'd many Things wholly New and Unblown upon, but 
more eſpecially where I prove that ever Man is or might be bis own 
Parſon) and as I ſubmit all my New Opinions to your Lordſhip's 
Impartial Cenſure, J hope they will meer with a kind Acceptance 
with all ſuch Pious Minds that know your Lordſhip will ap- 
Facts of no new Diſcoveries in Religion, but what are Ortho- 

OX. 

(For ſuch Criticks ought to Bluſh for their great Ignorance, 

ho ſuſpe& New Specalations in Divinity ro be an Enemy to 
Religion) However, I muſt own to your Lordſhip I was fo 
'arly ſeiz'd with the ATHENIAN IT Ct, that my whole 
Directory is compoſed of my own Experience in Religion, Poli- 
ticks, and Morals, from my Childhood ro wy Sixty-third 
Year (in which many pious Novelties are ſtarred and proved) 
nd is writ in imitation. of Montaign's Eſſays, who makes his 
wn Experience the chiefeſt Argument in all his Writings; and 
herefore as my EH ay intitled. The Hazard of a Death-Bed N- 
ntance—was ſo well received (by the ſincere Chriſtian of all Per- 
poſions) as ro encourage me to compigat it in a Tenth Edition 
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The DE DICATIONMW 


(which is now ready for the Prefs) I hope my new Experimental 
Directory, will meet with the Ii good Succeſs ; however to make 
amends for any thing of Errors which have happened through 
Ignorance or Prejudice, or want of a more nice Diſquiſition 
into the Nature of Holy Living and Dying, I think fit to pro- 
miſe the World, that the remaining Parts of my New Directory 
* ſhall bave the Inſpection of the whole Athenian Society (of which 
J have the Honour to be a Member) and ſhall be compleated in 
Twenty Eſſays upon ſuch nice and curious Points in Divinity, as 
were never handled before; to which 1 ſhall add The fichMar's - 
Paſſing-Bell, to remind others as well as-my ſelf of that Death 
and Eternity ro which we are all pofting as faſt as the Wings 
of Time (or Day and Night) can carry us thither. | 

_ My Lord---I ſhall only preſume to add, if Succeſs in my honeſt 
Deſign of refarming my Fellow Subjects (both in their Religion, 
Politicks and Morals) anſwer my Wiſhes and Prayers, I ſhall ask 
no greater Happineſs or Reward in this World, except it be a 
Deliverance from thoſe Debts which I have contracted in the 
Service of my King and Country, that ſo (my few remaining 
Days being made a little eaſy and comfortable) I might have 
Nothing further to do in this Moment of Time, but to prepare 
for that Eternity that depends upon it; and I have great Hopes 
of being thus Happily deliver d from Debt (the great Averſion 
of my whole Life) not only as I have often ventured my ALL 
in detecting the Enennes to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtri- 
ous Heuſe of Hancyer (as is largely proved in — the Narrative of 
my Services and Sufferings' in the glorious Cauſe of Religion and 
Liberty---Annextto this firſt Part of my new Directory) but alſo as 
I bave the Honour ro be one of thoſe Clergymens Sni to whom 
His Majeſty has promiſed © Thar they ſhall always have his Pro- 
* tection and Encouragement ; and for that Reaſon (ro uſe the 
Words of my Reverend Friend- Mr. Timothy Rogers, © I reckon it 
** -arnong the Felicities of my Life to have been a Prophet's Son, 
as my deſcending from the Tribe of Levi does in a very diftin- 
guifhr Manner recommend me to his Majeſty's Favour, which 
1 have great Reaſon ro expect, as tis now a National Complaint 
that my deſperate Venture of NECK or NOTHING to ſecure 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Illuſtrious Houſe, has gone Nine 
Years unrewarded (as will be proved by my Brethren the Sons 
of the Clergy, in a Petition to the King at his Return from Han- 
over) Then ſure I aw, wou'd ſuch a Rg Reverend Father in God 
as the Biſhop of ELY, (who has greatly diſtinguiſhed his Affec- 
tion to ' Miniſters Children by a noble Gift to the Sons 
F the Clergy, bur ſo far Condeſcend, as to repreſent to his 
Majeſty my preſent deplorable Caſe, by Reaſon of Debrs 
contracted in ſerving the Publick ; this great enn 1 
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"The DEDICATION. 


Lordſhip (to the Eldeſt Son, Grandſon, and Great Grandforr of a 
Reverend Divine of the Church of Exgland) vou d ſo effectually 
deliver me from all my Troubles (his Majeſty having promiſed 
Never to forget his Obligations to thoſe that have diſtinguimd 
* themſelves in his Service) that I ſhould have nothing further 
to do in this Tranſitory Life, but to get ready for my everlaſting” 
State; and this, I judge will be beſt done by practiſing thoſe 
ſerious Thoughts that compoſe my new Directory for holy living 
and Dying. | 

That your Lordſhip may long continue « bright Luminary of 
our Church, a Glorious Aﬀerter of Religion and Liberty, and 
a ſhiningPattern of Piety, Charity, and Moderation, and all other 
Chriſtian Virtues on Earth, and Late, very Late, be tranſlated from 
the SEE of ELT, to an Immortal Diadem, is, was, and to my 
laſt Breath ſhall be the Hearty Wiſh, and Earneſt Prayer of him, 
who is with the Profoundeſt Reſpect and Reverence, | 


My Honoured Lord, 
Your Lordſhip s 
Mloſt Humble Servant; 
Jod DUNTON| 


2 — 


* — —_— 


This FIRST PART of the New Direftory for Holy Living and Dying” 
(together wich this Dedication) were both prepared for the Peruſal (and | 
Impartial Cenſure) of the Right Reverend Father in God WILLIAM 
Lord Bifhop of ELI, ſeveral Days before the much lamentd Death of 
that truly Pious, and learned Prelate. | J 


_— 


The SECOND PART of Mr. John Dunton's New Directory for Holy L- 
ving, and Dying, will contain the Four following Eſſays, viz. 
ESSAY IV. Tis eaſter to be Sav'd then Damn d; or DUNTON's 
Search into the Pleaſures of a Religious Liſe, wherein he proves the 
Self-Denying-Chriftian(or Man in earneſt for Heaven) takes greater Delight 
in Mortifying the Sins of the Fleſh, then the greateſt Libertine does in 
the Injoyment of his moſt Beloved Luſt.— Her ways are ways of Pleaſant» 
neſs, and all her Paths ate Peace, Prov. 3. 17. 3 
ESSAY V. Hunton's creed, (or the Religion of 2 Low Chureh- 
man) containing ſuch a New Sy/em of Moderate Principles (or Right way 
to Heaven between all Extreams) as the High Churchmen now diſlike, 
but wiſh they had Practiced when they come to die. Writ in Imitation 
| of Dr, Brown's RELIG10 MEDICI. Let your Moderation be known unto 
| all Men. The Lord is at hand, Phil. 4. 5+ 
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The DEDICATION. 


courts Him to make em Friends Dr. Fuller. 

Wee agree in every Thing, and quarrel about Nothing —Archbiſhop 
_ 7/tfon's Sermon before Queen Mary. | 

_ ESSAY VI. God be merciful to me à Sinner; or, Dunton at Confeſſion : 
in Which he diſcovers the Secret Sins of his whole Life, (but not thoſe of 
E Whoredom, Slandering, Injuſtice, &c. of which he challenges his 
g worſt Enemies to prove him ONCE Guilty) with his RESOLUTIONS 
in what penitent manner (by the help of God) he'll ſpend the SHORT 
© TIME he has yet to live.— And the Publican ſtanding afar of, would 
not lift up ſo much as his Eyes unte Heaven, but ſmote upon his Breaſt, 


ei, God be merciful to me à Sinner, Luke 18. 13. 
7 ho can underſtand his Errors? Cleanſe thou me from my Secret Faults, 
pal. 19. 12. „ 
He that Repents is well near Innocent. St. Auſtin. 
_ ESSAY Vil The Happineſs of not having our great Work 
0 do when we come ts Lenguiſh upon a Sick Bed, or an experimental Eſſay 
upon The Whole Duty of Man, To which is added, A Vier of Primi- 
dire chriſtianity, as exemplified in the Holy Life and Triumphans Death of 
_ tb Beſt of Wives Mrs. Elizabeth Annefley (alias DUNTON). Alſo an 
> Anſwer to this important Queſtion, Whether an Aſſurance of Heaven is 
= poſſible in this World > With a late Inſtance of it in Mr. Albyn's Evidences 
_ for Eternal Life, which are here printed from the Original Copy, and 
3 declared à good Title to Heaven, by ſeveral Eminent Divines.— Give 
Diligence to make your Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 10. 
Many Daughters have done Virtuouſly, but thou excelleſs them all, 
Proe. 31. 29. | TS 
2 Reader—— Note, The Titles to all che REMAINING Effays (being 
5 Seventeen in Number) that are to compleat both by my Nen Directory, 
and Siet-Man's. Paſſing- Bell, ſnall be inſerted in the Second Part of my New 
Piece), in which the Reader may expect thoſe FOUR ESSAYS that 
. are promiſed in this Firſt Part. | | 
5 ADVERTISEMENT. 
Y Reaſon of the Author's Neceſſary Abſence from the Preſs,. ſeveral 
4 ERRORS have eſcaped correction, Which *tis hoped the Candid 
cj Reader will either Pardon, or Amend with his Pen, as he reads the fol- 


lowing Sheets. 
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Once in an Age the Moderate Man is in Faſhion; each Extreme J 
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E SS AY 
Labour in vain; or, a Fruitleſs Search after Eartbly 
Happineſs ; being Dunton's experimental Eſſay upon 
rhe Miſertes and Vanities of human Life (but more 
eſpecially thoſe that Relate to bis own Perſon) in which 
the tempting Features of Honour, Riches, Pleaſure in 


tbe Time of bis Health, are compared with their frigbi- 
ful Looks, when he thonght he was ſeized with Death. 


Publiſhed to warn all Men againſt ſetting their Hearts 
on this Vain World, but more eſpecially thoſe Knaviſh 
Directors, that lately robd the Kingdom of Immenſe 
Riches, by their wicked Execution of the Sou⁰ Sea 
Scheme. 


Then I looked on all the Works that m Hands bad wrought, 
and on the Labour that I hail laboured to do: and bes 
bold, all was Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, and there 
was no Profit under the Sun, Eccleſ. 2. II. 


Nam quid longa dies homini niſi longa dolorum Col- 
| luvies? —Mant. 
- What is a long Life, but even a continued fink of Sorrows? 


nE Art of knowing ones ſelf, is, what ſome Heathens have 


2 77 much talked of, but what ſome Chriftians have better 
7 © pratticed, And in Truth, it is ſo de ſireable 4 Perfection, 
KD: that it is much to be wiſh'd, that the ſeveral Stations and 
Degreees of Men were Acquainted with it; however, Noſce te ipſum, is 
2 Leſſon a Man can never Learn too late; and therefore, tho for Sixty 
three Years I have lived ſo much a Stanger to my ſelf, that | have had 
little Leiſure, and leis defire ro contemplarg the Miſeries and Vanities of 
human Life, (ſo far as I have experienced them in my on Perſon) but 
ſecing (as Cowley ſays) The Yoyage Life is longeſt made at Home. I'll 
now compare the tempting Features of Honour, Riches, Pleaſure in the 
Time of my Health, with-cheir Frightful Looks, when I thought | was 

—— ſeized 


2 Dunton's Experimental Ellay, upon 
Efeized with Death in Ireland, in the Year Minety Eight; for how can I 
better improve my RECOVERY from a dangerous Deſeaſe that was 
© judged Mortal, than by ſhewing how e bave. LABOUR'D IN VAIN, 
for the whole Time I have yet livd? (s. e. Diſcover What a Fruitleſs 
Search I have male after Earthly Happineſs for Sixty three Tears) for as 
Death and I muit ſhortly be better Acquainted, it will certainly be my 
Wiſdom as well as my Intere/z to Familiarize it to my ſelf before-hand ; 
and I do not know how that can be better done, than by contemplating 


e 8 N * O 

2 r fl EET 5 by = j 

N 1 * = 8 . n N et gs TS 
4 wr R 3 + 


_ —7h: Miſerics and Vanities of human Life, in all its various Changes and 
conditions — And then to look upon Death as the Great Panpharmacon 
and Remedy of all thoſe Evils that LIFE Subjects us to. 

- 4 That I may make my own Experience the chiefeſt Argument 
8 in the following ESSAY, upon the Mi ſeries and Vanities of human Life; 
5 | my SERIOUS THOUGH TSboth in this, and all thoſe Twenty ESSAYS 


that are to compleat my New Directory for Holy Living and Dying; ſhall 
be chiefly ſuch as may be uſeful to my own Heart and Pradttice, for the 
few remaining Days I have yet to live. | | 
And here I ſhall firſt Obſerve, how ill are poor human Creatures by 
Nature provided againſt the innumerable Miſeries of this Life; we are 
born Weak and Helpleſs, Dependent and meer Slaves, and ſo we conti- 
nue ſome Years under Diſcipline better or worſe, according to the Hands 
we light into, and to whom we owe our firſt Education, which proves 
too often 2 great Addition to our Miſery; for be the Principles better 
or worſe we firſt receive by them; we form our Habits, and launch into 
the World ſo well furniſhed, as we think, with thoſe Principles, we 
need no better, but venture upon al]! Dangers and Temptations, before 
ever Rezſon or Experience, have taught us to miſtruſt our Imbecility and 
Ignorance of thoſe Illuſions the World abounds with, and which we 
find every where preſented to our Senſes, that are but tes aft to Coxſpire 
with thoſe deceicſul Objects to betray us; ſo that if we have happily eſca- 
ped the deforming of our Bodies, by the careleſneſs of Nurſe and Mother, 
we are under a much greater Hazard in the forming of our Minds; our 
Parents being ſeldom ſo Moderate as to take a proper Care, but uſually 
deſtroy all, either by a too fond Indulgence making us both; our own 
Maſters and theirs, or by a Tyrannical Severity teach us nothing bur 
flaviſh Submifion to their Humours ; and ſome Parents are of ſuch 
looſe Principles, nothing can injure us more than their Teaching and' Ex- 
ample , and here lies our Miſery, that as we derive from our Parents 
the ſeeds of all Vice, ſo for want of Care to Irradicate 'em in our firſt 
Tuition, they ſpring up.coaWorld of Misfortunes, which ſoon appear when 
we are once entered upon that Theatre, where we propoſe to meet with 
nothing bur Pleaſure and Advantage, and all that we ſee others poſſeſs'd 
of, eſpecially thoſe of our own Condition and Capacity; to which our 
great Opinion of our ſelves Levels a great many much above us, in 
every reſpect our Self-love, and' want of Experience, keeps us from any 
miſtruſt of our Abilities; gr the treacherous Deſigns of others; we take 
all thoſe to be our Friends that carry us on in our Miſtakes, and never go 
about to undeceiveus ; we think it the greateſt Tyranny and Injuſtiee 
to be deny d the Liberty of experimenting all the Miſchiefs that attend 
our ces, our Vanity, Ambition and Curioſity; we meaſure our Happi- 
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Invert the Order of our Creation, turning that which was deſigned 


from thoſe whoſe Neceſſities are ſupply'd by Ways more Natural ang 
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The Miſeries and Vanities of human Life. 
neſs by the General Vogue and Opinion of the World, and thoſe tha 
make the Figure that procures the greateſt Applauſe, are our Patters 
to imitare, and we are ſo dazled with the approaching Glory we promiſe © 
ſelves, we neither ſte nor conſider the Charms of Vertue, which has of 2 
others the leaſt Share in the general Applauſe ; and jet the deſigning ul 
our ſelves ſo large a Share of Wordly Greatneſs, without reſpect ro Virtus 
is that which Poiſons all our Faculties both of Soul and Body; it gives 
us up to the Tyranny of what ever Pride, Exceſs and Vanity can Subje 
us to, beſides all rhe uneaſy Cuſtoms, and exteriour Ceremonies attend | 
ing Greatneſs, which inſlaves us to all our Dependants, and wherein wel 


] 


Humble and make us know ourſelves, into occaſions of Pride and Often 
tation; our Cloathes, the indication of our Shame and Miſery, we make 
rhe Subject of our Pride and Glory; the exceffive Curiofety, Time and 
Money we beſtow upon 'em, ſhews how much we value em, and our 
ſelves for em, while we as much deſpiſe and ſcorn thoſe that want 

em, and all our other Weaknefles and Neceſſities we ſupply with fg 

much Pomp and Magni ficence; we ſee nothing in em to Humble us, but ras 
ther What augments our Pride, by diſtinguiſhing ourſelves by that means 


Inſtructing; and thus while Pride has the Aſcendant, all our Paſſions 
are kept in Slavery to Faney, a wanton Favourite who places it on whom 
ſhe pleaſes, and is obeyed by all, even Pride it ſelf; there is nothing 
ſo Vain, ſo Mean, and Baſe, thatis not made the object of our Love 
Fancies Pleaſure, who Cheates us with ſuch variety and change of Objects 
they ſtay not long enough to be conſider'd, but are laid afide before wa 
can perceive their Emptineſs and Vanity; thus LOVE the nobleſt Pai 
of the Mind, deſtin'd for ſupernatural Delight and Foy, when ſo miſplay 
ced, there is nothing it ſo certainly procures, as Miſery and Yexation, 46 
Shame and Repentance is the neceſſary Conſequence of any conſiderable 
Miſtake, and ſure none can be greater; for no Earthly Object, be 
Man or Woman, can juſtify our Obftinacy and Conſtaney to ſuch an Ine 
dinate Affection, as Fancy generally creates in all her Slaves, which "the 
ſubmits in theſe Occafions to the Baſeſt Drudyery, making us ridiculous 
both to our felves and others. 

Then in another turn of Fancy ſhe calls up Anger to Reſent and Re 
venge, whatever ſhe eſteems an Injury, and judges that Man wnworthy Be 
live that makes the leaſt miſtake in paying the Reſpect he owes us, and 
where the Laws are wanting to the indemnity of our Honour, we arg 
forced to be Judge and Executioner our ſelves, tho" with the forfeiture 
of our own Lives; which when effected Fancy in that caſe, makes Pridt 
ſubmir to ſneak and hide our felve as the baſ.ſt Villain from the Juſtic 


ot the Laws, this ſhe calls Honour, and Pride muſt think it ſo; and 


whatever Vice reigns, Fancy never failes to have her ſhare in the De 
minion. | 
The neceſſity of ſuftaininy our Bodies with Meat and Drink, whic 
naturally ſhews our Mortality, we have with Art and Curiofety ſo 1 
proved the Pleaſure (which was at firſt deſigned only to make a Thing 
neceflary, eaſy and deſirable) ir eonquers our Reaſon, and leaves us onl 
the Senſe of Brutes, which would appear to all the World, if Fancy dl 
B 2 © Dd 
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A Dunton's Experimental Eſſay, npon 
ot interpoſe, and by a ftrange and unaccountable Illuſjon, make it paſs 
or Hoſpicality and Living Great; Good Fellowſhip, or Charity, or ſome 
ood Quality, to which it has as much Reſemblance, as the Dittates 
Y pf Humour to thoſe of Reaſon ; this Tyranny ſhe. not only exerciſes over 


Sour Paſſions and Appetites, but extends her Dominion ſo far, as to preſs 
the Virtues, tho' Foreigners, into her. Serviee, and with her Barba- 
ous Uſage, they are in a manner transformed into Vices. How unwor- 
thily is Patience employed by the Ambitious to bear ſuch Trials, Labours, 
and Diſappointments, as would diſcourage any one that were not under 
bis Inchantment ? Vanity alſo has her Share in the Service of Patience, 
to endure all the Care, Expence, and Fatigues, neceſſary to ſupply 
wich Art and Curioſity, that wonderful Variety impoſed in thoſe Arbi- 
Wi trary Laws of Fooleries and Impertinences, that takes up ſo mueh Time 
and Study to Learn and Obſerve. | 

| Charity is another Virtue, no leſs abuſed by the Pain-Glorious, who 


libeſides the Aim they have at raifing themſelves a great Name and Repu- 


fi 


tation, they deſign the Slavery ef all the unhappy Perſons that have 
ever been beholding ro cm, and think they never are enough their 
Creatures; but after much expence of Time and Service, call em Un- 


in the fair Conſtruction the World obliges it to put upon the Works of 
Darkneſs : while all reaſonable ſuſpicion of IN is called uncharitable 


F / K 


_ enſures, tis to this we owe the great Credit and Reputation ſuch Perſons. 


carry in the World with all their Vices, when Cloaked and Masked 
with any the leaſt colour of Vertue; this good natur'd Charity accepts 
the fa'r Pretences, and forbids us to SuſpeRt or Examine, and ſo becomes 
great Patroneſs of Vice. | 
Another Vircue miſimploy*d is Courage, when to the injury of Truth 
and Virtue, in which ic chiefly ought to be concern'd, it is uſed by Fancy 
in defence of a// manner of Vices never ſo extravagant. Honour ſome- 
= times draws us into ſuch Dangers, all our Courage ſerves only to pleaſe 
Fancy in an honourable Death, but not enough to ſupport us in what ſhe 
accounts an Infamous Life, which is, to want the Reputation of ſuch a 
Courage, as defies Heaven and all Kind of Dangers, and dares even Hell 
and Damnation, or the Devil himſelf. 
\ The Sordid Covetous Man alſo wants not Courape to live in Defiance 
bf all that the World can ſay againſt him, and undauntedly bears all 
the Curſesof the Poor and Indigent, by whoſe Wrong and Injury he has 
Enriched himſelf - In a Word, without an exceſs of Courage none 
would venture to engage themſelves in Vice, and the Miſchiefs that at- 
end it ; for nothing more augments our Miſery than the many Neceſſities 
= rated by our unrulyPaſſions and vain Fancies to the expence of more Time 
ind Money, than the greateſt Quality or ampleſt Fortune can ſatisſie 
vith any true Pleaſure, but what is accompanied with much Sorrow and 
at ion of Mind. f ; 

Now to what Confuſion and Miſery muſt we needs be reduced, whilſt 
ve thus form deſtructive Deſigns, and in a miſtaken Notion, believe we 
re purſuing Pleaſure and Happineſs : And when we have tired out 
ur Paffions, abuſed our Virtues, and inſlaved our Reaſon, ard found 
othing but the Experience of the perpetual Diſappointment of ovr ill 


2 
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grateſul upon the leaſt occaſion. But Charity is never ſo miſimployd as 


grounded 
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, The Miſeries and Vanities of human Life. 5 

grounded Hopes, we find what we leaſt looked for; Shame and Repen- 
tance muſt be our Portion at laſt, and can only ſer us right in the true 
Way to Happineſs, which can never be had in this World from any 
outward Enjoyments; they are the deluſions of Fancy, and muſt certain« 
iy Cheat us in the End, and after a full Experience of theſe Miſeries : 
(and far from the Happineſs we promiſed ourſelves,) we find at laſt a 
Neeeſſity of taking other Meaſures, - Bur alas our Vicious Habits and 
Depraved Cuſtoms is become our Nature, and can no more be changed than 
Age for Youth ; but were it poſſible, it would be little leſs than Martyr- 
dom to ſuffer the Importunity of our o Companions in Vice, who would 
impute ſuch a Deſign to the Greateſt Polly, Weakneſs, and want of 
Courage; and eaſily prevail with us not to undertake a Thing ſo Trou- 
bleſome and Difficult, but rather Adviſe us to take what Pleaſures our 
Age and Condition will aford us, and baniſh all Thoughts of another 
World; but the decays of Age and Sickneſs (the inevitable effects of 2 
debauc hed Life) will, without our Leave, convince us how Miſerable our 
Miſtakes have made us. 5 

Bit if Vice is followed with ſuch 4 Train of Miſchief and Confuſton, 
may we not expect to be exempt from the Greateſt Part of theſe 
Miſeries, by 4 Sober and Regular Conduct, and live with Eaſe and Tranqui- 
licy in the enjoyment of what we find ſuitable to rational Beings, and 
more anſwerable to the Ends of our Creation. | 

Let us then conſider à happy Education from our Infancy, and ſee how 
that ſecures us from theſe Mi ſeries, tho* our kind Parents keep us in 
ſtrict Diſcipline under their own Eye; this ſecures us not from many 
Accidents and Misfortunes, not in their Power to prevent ; nay, perhaps 
tis for their Puniſnment we fall into em, when they impute too much 
to their own Care, or Pride themſelves in their Great Conduct. 

But ſuppoſe we have eſcaped moſt Accidents and Misfortunes in our In- 
fancy, our Parent's or Governor's next Care is, to ſurniſt us with ſuch 
Principles as muſt fit and prepare ns for our Converſe with the World, 
and defend us againſt thoſe Dangers and Temptations we are ſure te meet 
with ; the firſt Thing we are to learn is Obedience, we all know the 
Uneaſineſs ot that Doctrine to Youth, who are mare ready to teach, than 
earn and envy our Parents, for nothing ſv much as the Dominion they 
*Xerciſe over us, and that Obedience, Which only Intereſt and Self-L.ove 
xtorts from us, is apter to create a P1ejudiee ro their Rules, than a 
rue Uſe of cin for our Uſe and Inſtruction; and ſo our Youth (the 

roper Time of fortitying our Minds and improving our Knowledge) 
s ſpent in conſpiring againſt Inſtrufion, and taking part with our unruly 
Vills and Aﬀettions, againſt thoſe that endeavour to warn us by their 
xperience z we think there can be nothing but Exvy and 1// will in de- 
dying us che experimenting the Pleaſure of Good and Evil, and judging of 
! ourſelves, having no miſtruſt of our Weakneſs and Incapacity to do 
and that we are more likely to be cheated by the inchanting Pleaſures 
f this deceitful World: But how many Difficulties, Vexations and 
ollies muſt be the Conſequence of ſuch Proceedings? Enough to give 
ur Parents great Advantage of convincing us of our Raſhneſs and 
ly, and perſwauing us to begin again at Obedience, to which muſt be 
Ided-Self-d:nyal, a hard LeTon, but ſo neceffary, that wi:Fourt it nei- 
ther 
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which is the Principle we Act by all the reſt of our Life, for when we are 


Ric hes 2s Things very deſirable, yet when we confider they are ſo Tran- 


Dunton's Experimental Eſſay, upon 
ther Reaſon nor Self-love can help us; but we muſt needs be baffled by 
the prevailing Force of our Strong Paſſions and Temptations : but having 
once learned theſe Habits of Obedience and Self-denyal, our Parents may 
then promiſe themſelves all manner of Compliance to what ever they 
ſhall think fit to Propoſe, as a means of our Future Subſiſtence, or for 
the Eitabliſhment of their Intereſt, or ours, but purely by Authority and 
the force of Reaſ9n they muſt never hope to ſucceed, for the Examples 
in all Ages, ihews how Vain and Uncertain 21l deſigus of that Nature 

rove, "tis hardly ever ſeen that the Child's Sentiments ſuits rheParenr's, 
becauſe Reaſou and Experience governs the one, Fancy and Ambition the 
other; but a continual Practice of Self-denyal and Gbedience may have 
that effect upon us as to procure a Compliance tho' mach againſt our 
Inclinations ; for where we find our Intereſt, Self-Love is never want- 
ing to perſwade us to a kind of Obedience, even to what we diſapprove, 


no longer under Government, tho? we look upon Pleaſure, Honour and 


ſcient, Vexarious and Deceitful in themſelves, and draw ſuch a Train 
of Miſchiets afcer *em, if we love our Eaſe and Quiet we ſhall never 
trouble our ſelves with them, bur try to be Happy without *em. 

What does Luxury bring us but Groſ5, Corpulent and Unwildy Bodies, dull. 
and heavy Minds, Sickneſs and Diſeaſes ; it decays our Natures, ſpends 
our Fortunes, it waſts our Time (in all the impertinences of idle Come 
pany) it makes Reaſon 4 Slave to Senſe, and turns us into Brutes. 

Honour that carries ſo high a Reputation in the World, is as great an 
Enemy to Eaſe and Quiet; all the Pleaſure of it conliſts in outward 
Pomp and Splendour, and the exteriour Ceremonies the World pays it; but 
ſo. many Miſchiefs attends that Condition, as much allays the Pleaſure, 

our Perſons and Actions are no longer our own, we cannot purchaſe 
Reſpect and Admiration from our Dependants, but at the price of our 
Liberty we muſt waſte our precious Time in Pomp and Ceremony, we are 
obliged to act Virtuouſly under the ſtrongeſt Temptations to Vice 
and Vanity, and to have a true Senſe of our Frailties and Infirmities, 
tho' we are never told the Truth, or ever hear any thing from our Flar- 
terers but continual Encomiums upon our Perfections; we cannot without 

Violence to our Paſſions and Inclinations curb and reſtrain em, and 
not to do it, lets in @ Torrent of Miſchiefs, and makes us the Object of 
Hatred and Envy; which taking Advantage of all our Miſcarriages, 
marks em with Infamy, and the Contagion our ill Ations ſpreads 
amongſt af the vain Admirers of our Greatneſs (who Conduct them- 
ſelves by our Example) is enough to perſwade, all that love Eaſe ani 

Quiet, not to aſpire after a Condition of ſo much Difficulty and 
Danger. £2] | s 
Another great Idol oftFe World is Riches, through a miſtaken Concei 
thar they procure us all that is neceſſary to. make us Happy in this Life 
tho' none can properly be eſteemed RICH but thoſe z»hoſe Fortunes f. 
exceeds their Neceſſities, and to ſuch, their Riches oftener precures the! 
Miſery than Happineſs ; for our Frail Nature can hardly reſiſt the ſtron 
Temptation of Loving thar inordinately, of which we receive and expc 
ſo much Good, and Which according to the World, makes up for all ori 
| | | Wat 


ve erer #110 V anines of miuman Lite, 
Wants, and Defetts either of Body or Mind, but the illuſion of this Ima» 
Zinary Happineſs appears in that, there is more Uneaſineſs than Pleaſure 
in taking much Care and, Concern for Things we have, 10 Lſe of, and a 
great deal of Trouble and Buſineſs attends that Management, and diſpo- 
ſing of Riches in their beſt uſe, but if once we are overcome with @ vio- 
lent Love of em, the reſtleſs Cares and Fears they create are inexpreſ- 
ſible, and no real Good can they procure us. | 
A good Name that every, one ſeeks after, nothing deprives us of more 
than Riches ; for whether. we keep or part with em, we ſhall never 
Satisfy, we are Cenſured and Hated by the Envious and Ungrateful 
World, who would be carving: to themſelves. of what we have more than 
Enough, and think we.might. Spare them more than we do. | 
If Health be wanting, Riches may make us more eaſy by the ſupply of 
all neceſſary Remedies, but can't make us Healthful, nay, rather helps 


to deſtroy it, by furniſhing to all the means of Luxury, Effeminacy aud 


Senſuality the moſt certain procurers of Sickneſs and Infirmities.. 

But without à calm and quiet Mind, vain is our Pretence to Happi- 
neſs, which Riches is ſo far from procuring, they hardly ſecure us from 
the Fears and Diſtruſts of the Wants: and Neceſſities of this Lite z ſo little 
can Riches be, rely'd on while ſo. ſubject to Changes and Uncertainties, 
and our great Love to em adds to the Terror of Death and old Age, 
which daily threatens a Divorce, if nothing elſe, deprive us of em be- 
fore; theſe will both certainly come and put an end to all our Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments, which is 2 Fair Warning to all Men againit ſetting their 
Hearts on this Vain World, (but mare eſpecially thuſe Knaviſh Directors 
that lately robb'd the Kingdom of Immenſe Riches by their Wicked Exe- 
cution of the South Sea Scheme.) Then 


Tare well Fruition— thou Grand Cruel Cheat, 
Which firſt our Hopes doſt raiſe, and then defeat; 
Farewell thiu Mid wife te abortive Bliſs, 
Thou Myſtery of Fallacies. 
Di{t ance preſents the Object Fair, | 
With Charming Features and a Graceſul Air; 

But when we come to ſeize the inviting Prey, 

' Tike a ſhy Ghoſt it Vaniſhes away. x. 
So to th unthinking Clown the diſtant. Sky 
Seems on ſome Mountain's Surface to re; 

He with Ambitious Haſte climbs the Aſcent 
Curious to touch the Firmament; | 
But when with an unwearied Pace, 
Arrived he is at the long wiſh'd-for' Place, 
With Sighs the ſad, Defeat be does deplire, - 
His Heaven is ftill as diſtant as before. 

And yet *twas long e er I could fee, 

This Grand Impoſtor's frequent Treachery, 
Tho' often Fool d, yet I ſhou'd Hill Dream on 

Of Pleaſure in Reverſion. 
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LUUnTON's Experimental Ellay, upon 
Tho il he did my Hopes deceive, | 
His Fair Pretenſions, I would ſtill believe 
Such was my Charity, that the I knew, . 
And ſound him Falſe, yet I would think bim True. 
NORRIS. 


But were we ſo Happy as to have a true Idea of theſe three great 


Idols of the World, Pleaſure, Honour and Riches, it wou'd in a great 


Meaſure abate the Miſeries of this Life; but ſuch is our Blindneſs in this 
our Weak and Frail Condition, we are eaſily led away with falſe Appear- 
ances, we (ce nothing to Fear in what carries away all the World with 
Triumph and Applauſe. ; 

Yer, with Time, and ſad Experience, we may come to know ſo muc 
of theſe vain empty Pleaſures that with no better Teacher than our own 
Self- Love, we may be ſecured from any very fatal Fall into choſe Snares 
and prevailing Temptations by Studying to avoid em with Care and 
„ x 

And then Selſ- Love may perhaps inſpire us with an Ambition of a 
better Kind, yet in which we ſhall find no /e/s Uneaſineſs, which is the 
Improvement of our natural Endowments by Learning and Knowledge, 
in which we promiſe our ſelves both Pleaſure and Advantage ; but here 
again we find our ſelves miſtaken, for he that increaſes Knowledge, in- 
creaſes Sorrow ; for Experience will ſoon teach us, the higheſt degree of 
Learning, is the knowledge of our own Ignorance, and that we may very 
well ſpare all but what is abſolutely Neceſſary and Uſeful for the Support 
of our Bodies in this Life, and the Happineſs of our Souls in the next; for 
all Curioſity and Search after any other Knowledge, is an endleſs and 
vexatious Labour, and perhaps when we are arrived to the. higheſt De- 
gree we can poffibly attain, the little certainty of Truth we find in all 
human Knowledge, may convince us of our Time, and Labour loſt, 

And ſo the Diſappoint ments we meet in all human Deſigns, may at 
laſt bring us to conlider how we may ſecure an Intereſt in the next H orld, 
fince we can depend on nothing in this, but to take every one our ſhare 
of Miſery and Trouble, ſo that the whole Life of Man is a fruitleſs Search 
after Earthly Happineſs, (or I may call it, a Vain-ſeeking (ont ent ment in 
Worldly Honour, Riches, Pleaſure, Learning, Knowledge, &c.) and this I 
afirm to be True by my own Experience of Fruition, in all my Purſuits 
after Satisfaction in earthly Enjoyments, from my Childhood to the Sixty 


Third Year of my Age; and yer Reader, t (I own to my Shame) I never 


Seriouſly Conſidered this MISERY and VANITY of human Life till 1 
was ſeized with @ Fit of Sickneſs that was judy d Mortal; But if after all 
our Pains in ſearching after Farthly Happineſs, (or, True Satisfaction in 
this World) no Man (no not even Solomon himſelf) could ever find it; 


Then 


Oh! 


be Mt: [eries FE OT man Life, 
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Oh! CONT ET EO CONTENTMENT, 
| 8 ARK of pure co Fire, 


PORT of all the World's Deſire ; 
PARADISE of Earthly Bliſs, 
HEAVEN of the other World, and this; 


Tell me where thy Court abides 


Where thy GLORIOUS CHARIOT rides. 


II. 

EDEN Knew thee for 4 Day, 
But thou would'ſt no longer Stay; 
Outed for poor ADAM's Sin, 
In e Flaming Cherubim, 
Yet thou lov / that Happy SHADE, 
Where thy Beauteous Form was made; 
And thy Kindneſs yet remains, 
Te the WOODS and FLOWRY PLAINS, 


wy = 
Happy DAVID found thee there, | 
Sporting in the open Air, 
As be led his FLOCKS along, 
Feeding on his Rural Song ; 
But when COURTS and HONOURS had 
Snatch'd away the LOVELY LAD, 
Thou that there no Room could(# find 
Let him go, and STAID BEHIND. 


| IV. = 
His WISE SON with Care and Pain, 

Search'd all NATURE's FRAME in vain; 
For a while CONTENT to be, 
Search d it round but found not thee 3 
BEAUTY own'd ſhe knew thee not, 
PLENTY had thy Name forgot ; 
MUSICK only did aver, 
Once you came and Danced with her. 


V. 

Al the World fili! AUNT about, 
Happy he that finds thee out; 
Some have Dreamt thou fill doſt fit 
Circled round with MIRTH and WIT, 
In a CLOYSTER or « PEW 
Others always {eek for you : 
But their Search, alike is vain, 


Theſe MOROSE, and thoſe PROPHANE, 


C : Mothers 


7 


n 


Ic 


9 I TN 


1 


aer n 
F 
F 


4 
— 


tr ak 
. n 
n 


2 
85 
5 
LEES 
_— 
* 


L 
oo 
bu 


4 
7 
bh 
9 
24. 
SY 
rn 
= 
- 
[ 
E 
$5. 
" 
=. 
1 5 
FE 
Tx. 
oY 


N 
n 


K 


Xx . — 


„ 


"DPunton's Experimental Eliay, pon 


VI. 
Mathers with indulzent Care, 
Hug their CHILD, and find thee there; 
Kiſs it while aſleep it lies, 
And upon it Feaſt their Eyes ; 
When the little BANTLING came 
Juſt to liſp its Mothers Name, 
All her airy Hopes are fled, 
There it dies and leaves her Dead. 


ch! Then CONTENTMENT. 


VII. 
Since thy THRONE thou doſt not Place 
In « PALACE or a FACE, 
Since thou Coil paſſeſt by 
PLEASURES, RICHES, HARMONY ; 
Since we cannot find thee out, | 
With the WITTY or DEVOUT, 
Since 1 here of thee Deſpair, | 
I'll walk to HEAVEN and find thee there. 


Reader Tis therefore my hearty Wiſh, that my Fruitleſs Search after 
Eerthly Happineſs, from my Birth even to this Minute (i. e. for near 


Sixty three Years) may ſo fully convince thee of The Miſeries and Vani- 
dies of buman Life, as may (by thy avoiding thoſe Falſe appearances of 


Heppineſs, that 1 have been deluded by, ) ſet thee in the right and neare/? 
Way to Heaven, where TRUE CONTENTMENT only Dwell, 
Our next Inquiry therefore is, what are the Conditions required of 
us to ſecure our Intereſt in the next World, Cn 

And here we find ſo many Diſputes, Fears, and Difficulties, we are often 
at a Loſs to determine poſſtively where our Duty lies; we are ſo blind- 
ed with our depraved Reaſon and corrupt Affections, that the Devil's 
Subrilty has a great Advantage over us in making Religion, which is 
the general Concern ſubſervant to his own Ends; whilſt Pride,Se/f-Intereſt, 
and Ambition, occaſions ſo many Factions and Animoſities in the Church, 
the poor innocent Flock are too often miſſed by their Condutters. 

And when they pretend to Conduct themſelves, they are at as great a 


| Loſs; fo, many and various are the Opinions of Religion, and ſo much is 


and may be ſaid for all Opinions, enough to confound the cleareſ? Reaſon, 
that tis impoſhble by our own Strength to be Proof againſt the Illuſion , 
for our Se/f-Love carries us to what is moſt Plauſible, ,2nd when once 
we have choſen, Perſwades us our Religion only is true, tho? all others 
believe as much of theirs, and yer if there is but one true Religion, how 
Miſerable muſt this Uncertainty make us? Tis ſad te be deceived in & 
Buſineſs of ſuch Conſequence, we muſt then for our own Eaſe and Quiet 
believe and hope the beſt, and live Good Moral Lives, which is What al} 

Religious Profeſſions center in, 


But 
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The Miſeries and Vanities M human Liſe. 11 
But then we are at 2 Loſs again, when we reflect upon our Lives, 
and find em ſo far ſhore of our good Moral Principles; we have denied 
our ſelves the free Enjoyment of this World to ſecure an Intereſt in the 
next, which yer we cannot promiſe our ſelves, from the Goodneſs of ous 
Rules, from which we ſo often deviate, and at beſt ſo ill Obſerve, that 
we can take but little Comfort from em in reſpect to our Performances; 
or if we could, the Uncertainty of our Perſeverance muſt needs diſcou- 
rage us, when Experience ſhews us how often we fall from our Duties 
by Weakneſs and Impotence, ſo great is the Power of Temptation. 

Thus we ſee the true State of human Life by which we are intailed to 
Miſery, ſo Weak and Frall we cannot ſupport our ſelves, or any Thing 
in the World ſupport us, Time carries us away and Death overtakes us, 
and now Self-Leve that has accompanied us all along, will perſwade us in 
our {aſ# Hour to conſider from what we may entertain ſome comfortable 
Hopes of our Future Happineſs, and if nothing elſe appears from our 
former Works of Charity, if we have any thing in our Power, it per- : 
ſwades us to add ſome to em at our Death to make our Intereſt the 
ſarer, bur all this amounts ro ſo little Certainty to be rely'd on, we 
can't but acknowledge our Miſery both in Life and Death. 

Bur yet there is a Life of Faith that is Victtorious and overcomes the 
World, not by exempting us from the Miſeries of this Life, but by ſups 
porting us under em, making em ſubſervant to great Ends, even the 
Glory of God and our Eternal Happineſs. | 

Tae great End of our Creation is the Glory of God, which can't be 
Fruſtrate; our Happineſs or Miſery do equally ſer forth his Glory in one, 
his Mercy and Goodneſs, his Truth and Juſtice in the other; and bleſſed 
are they whoſe Happineſ5 and his Glory are ſo united, that neither the 
Powers of Darkneſs, the World, or our own deceitful Hearts, ſhall ſo 
far prevail as to make a Separation, | 

To be united to God in Faith and Love is ſuch a Priviledge, as puts 
us our of the Reach of all human Miſeries, and makes us happy in the 
midſt of all the Troubles and Afflictions we can poſſibly meer with z 
our very Sins, when throughly confider'd and repented of, turn to our 
Benefit and Advantaye, which if they did not, we might be fure his 
preventing and reſtraining Grace weuld hinder cheir Commiſſion. He is 
ſo kind a Father, watching over us to do us Good, that knowing our 
Frame and Temper, and the neceſſity of choſe Difpenſations we are under 
whatever they be, we may certainly conclude we could not be Happy 

without em. 

To exereiſe our Patience by Afflictions, to humble us with the Senſe 
of our Sins and Infirmities, to inflame our Love to him by the Sacrifice 
of our Wills and àffections to his wiſe Difpoſal and Providence, are 
ſuch Bleſſings he beſtows in Love, which we thall Praiſe him for to all 
Eternity; and therefore it can be no part of our Miſery here on Earth 
to be under ſuch Trials and Afflictions as firengthen and improve our 
Firtues, the proper buſineſs for which we are ſent into this World, and 
when once accompliſhed, we are ſoon releaſed from our Miſeries and re- 
warded with Glory, with which he crowns thoſe Works his Grace 
alone works in us, fur to him reſults the Glory of all the Good we do. 
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12 Junton's Experimental Elly, upon 


between the Fleſh and the Spirit; the Soul is of a noble Extraction 


and 2fpircs to Heaven from wheace.ſhe came ; the Body has a natural 
Simpathy with the Earth of which it was forni'd, and is moſt ſenſible 
oft material Objects in which it places all its Delights; the Soul ſtrives 


to convince it of its being made for Pleaſures of a higber Nature than 


l any this World affords, and that it cannot ſer too flight a Value upon 


the tranſitory Things that Periſn in the Uling ; that the Pleaſures of the 
Mind are more permanant and ſerve to becter Purpoſes, they lead us to 


the Contemplation cf our Future Happineſs, we anticipate by Love and by 


Deſire the Joys ro come, and the bleſſed Immortality the Soul and Body 
ſhall enjoy together in Heaven, whilſt the Hope of it ſweetens the bit- 
tereſt Sorrows, and ſtrengthens and ſupports us in all Temptations 
either of Adverſity or Proſperity ; thus far the Soul advances, and were 
it not for this Corrupt, Frail, Earthly Body, might eaſily Surmount all 
the Difficulties of this Life. | | 

But alas! our Souls are ſo depreſſed by the Sin they contract in their 
Union with our Body's, tho of themſelves never ſo aſpiring to Heaven 
and Heavenly Things, are yet confined by the Neceſſities of this preſent 
Life to the Deſire and Enjoyment of groſs and material Objects, ſuch 


as frail mortal Bodies require; they cannot Act according to the Great- 


neſs and Excellence of their Natures, but in ſo feeble a Manner that in 
this Life the Body gets the Advantage, and ſeems in al Appearance 
the better part of Man, and by that Miſtake too often prevails to 


the Ruin and Deſtruction of the Soul; in effect it is Sin, and the 


Train that Sin draws after it that compoſes all the Miſeries of this Life 
by a continual oppoſition of Fleſh and Spirit. 5 | 

If in the Conteſt the Soal gets the better, it is only owing to the 
Grace and Favour of God, who in his own Way by the wiſe Methods 
of bis Providence inſtructs and corrects us; mortifying and deſtroying the 
Bod) of Sin whereby the Fleſh is ſubdued to the Spirit, not Totally but 
in ſuch a Meaſure, as ſerves beſt to the Honour and Glory of God, and our 


Future and Eternal Happineſs ; thus the Soul recovers a ſort of Liberty, 


whereby the acts as Sovereign over the Body, and in 2 higher Sphere 
than before, when ſubjected to Carnal and Wordly Deſires. 


The Body alſo is Partaker in this happy Victory, and now no more 


inſlaved to this vain World, that pays our Love and Services with Rack 
and Torture, but can diſtinguiſh the uſing and enjoying theſe Temporal 
Bleſſings from the Dotiſh Purſuance even to Idolatry; the deceitful 
Pleaſures of this tranſitory Life (whereby we ſuffer 4 kind of Martyr- 
dom in all the painful Fatigues both of Soul and Body) they go to the 
perfecting any one Deſign of Ambition, Curioſity, Pleaſure or Vanity. 
And now what is the Happineſs that a Soul (that lives by Faith, 
and a Body ſubjected to that Soul) may expect in this Life; furely 
this World is not a Place of Reſt, Our Life is a Warfare we mult be 
always upon our Guard againſt Innumerable ſworne Enemies, befides 
Traitors in our own Breaſt, nay even God's heavenly Bounty in theſe 


earthly Bleſſings are by Man's Rebellion become Snares and Temptations - 


enough to exerciſe the moſt Chriſtian Fortitude, and imploy a very dili- 
| gent 


Our Miſery then properly proceeds from the Contradiction that is 
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gent Care, and all too little againſt ſuch Powerful | bury 3 had we not 
the Power of God 0 help us, Which will never leave us nor forſakę us, 
but accompliſh his Decree ; Nature does nothing in vain, much leſs Grace 
we ſhall have one Day, the Foy of Conquerors; (and in Heaven eve 
Temptation we overcome in this World, will be as a ſhining Jewel in 
our Crown of Victory, ) but till then we muſt endure Hardneſs, as a good 
Suldier of Jeſus Chriſt, ſupporting our ſelves with his Pay. All those 
bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Long -Suffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, MeeFneſs, Temperance, theſe will carry us through all Aſ-. 
ſaults, that we ſhall never lole our Ground, but with Courage and 2 
ſtancy endure to the end. 

But yet we mult expect Mary a [ad and tedious March through this mos. 
eaſy World compos'd of ſo many Snares and Incentives to Exils of all 
Kinds; Evil Men, their Evil Examples, Evil Councils, and all their 
Evil Conſeguenees, to which our Frailties and Corruptions ſo much 
contribute ; our Miſery would be inevitable were we not ſupported by the 
Grace of God that nothing can Surmountz our own Weakneſſes and 
Infirmities, beſides the Buſineſs of providing daily thoſe Neceſſaries our 
Frail Bodies require, is enoagh to weary us and wean us from the Love 
of this Earthly Tabernacle, where not only our own, bur the Failings 
and IJnfirmities of others, vexesand diſquiets us, and takes up our Minds 
in the mi dſt of our meſt Reavenly Thoughts and conte mplat ions ; therefore 
tis in vain to expect what we ſhall never find, Eaſe and Quiet in a ſinful 
World ; let us content our ſelves with thoſe Pledges and Foretaſtes of 
Hom God 18 age pleafed to Grant us, and paciently wait till 
our Change comes. 

And at that Hour we ſhall beſt perceive the Happineſs a Life of Faith 
Frocures us; we have had a long acquaigtance with God, and prear 
experience of his Goodneſs, . Mercy and. Providence, which has carried us 
through all the Dangers and Difculties of this Life, « he has taught us 
from our firſt Tears untill now; we. have had Great Experience of 
our felves, and know what we are in our own- Natures, as apt to yield 
to Temptations, and Commit Great Crimes as others; we find nothing 
that diſtinguiſhes us from the wor/? of Sinners, thoſe Sins our Conſtitu- 
tions incline us to; hcw eaſily do we fall into em without perceiving 
it, beſides thoſe Sins that by. Cuſtom and ill Example have brought us 19 
ſuch a Habit in offending Heaven, that we often Sin without Remorſe, to 
which if we add the Force of Temptation that ſo often Prevails, what can 
we ſee in our ſelves, but the ſad Effects of depraved Nature. 

But from hence we” ſee how much are Bound to God, Firft to 
ordain the Means of Salvation, then make us the Object ot it. Tis to 
his Free Grace alone we mult? aſcribe our Hatred of Sin, eur Love to God, 
our Faith in Chriſt and all the bleſſed Effects of it, that we are Juftified, a: 4 | 
Accepted in the ſight of God, that we are at Peace with our ſelves, and 
in Charity with all the World, that we can depend upon God, and g to 
him by Prayer, as to a Loving Father, that will deny us nothing that is god 
For us, that we are not carried away with the Torrent of Wickedneſ; the 
World abounds with, but from a lively Hope of Heaven, can have a juſt 
contempt of all the Glories this World can give us, and that we can with 
wes} 11. pon Death as di lar mad of ail his Terror, and as a Faithful 
Meſſenger 
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14 Dunton'e Experimental Eſſay, upon 
Meſſenger ſent to releaſe us from Sin and miſery.— This is the Victory 
Chriſt has obtain d for us, tis the Purchaſe of his Sufferings; this is the 
Faith that overcomes the World, and makes us Viclorious even in 

And now having Laboured in vain (that is, made @ fruitleſs Search 
after Earthly Happineſs) in contemplating—The Miſeries and Yanities of 
human Life, and our Releaſement from em by DEATH (ſo much the 
more neceſſary to ME, by how much it is nearer approaching by the 
arrival of my Grand Climatterick Year) I will conclude this my Firſt 
Experimental Eſſay with a VALEDICTION TO THE WORLD, and 
all its vain Delights; Written by A very great Man and Prime Minifter 
of State in the Reign of CHARLES the Firſt, and is this follow- 
ing, vz. | | | 


Go, empty Joys with all your Noiſe, 
And leave me here alone, . 
In ſad ſweet Silence to bemoan | 
Your vain and fond Delight, | 
Whoſe Dangers none can ſee aright, F 
Whilſt too much Sun-fhine blinds his Sig ht. 
Go, and enſnare with your falſe Ware; 
Some other eaſie Weight, | 
And cheat him with your flattering Light. 
Rain on his Head a Shower of Honour, Greatneſs, Wealth and 
Then ſnatch it from him in an Hour : | [ Power, 
Fill his big Mind with the vain Wind of flattering Applauſe, 
Let him not fear all curbing Laus, | 
Nor King, nor People's Frown ; 
Bus Dream of ſomething like a Crown, 
And climbing tow'rds it tumble dows. 
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Study, Faſting and Prayer, and does every thing becoming a Man who 
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ESSAY II. 


Every Man his own Parſon ; or, Dunton Preaching to 
himſelf upon the ſeveral Diſeaſes of his Soul, but 
more eſpecially upon his Athenian Itch (or zoo great 
Curioſity in prying into Divine Myſteries) a Paradox, 
attempting to Prove. that the ſincere Practice of known 
Duties (or Dying daily to this Liſe and World) would 
of it ſelf reſolve the moſt ignorant Perſon in all the Ab- 
ſtruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion. | 


PRIRST.--to my ſelf, accountable to none, 
But to my Conſcience, and my God alone. Randolph. 


Him that is weak in the Faith receive, but not to doubtful 
Diſputations. Rom. 14, I. 


| Reader, Having in my Fir Eſſay treated----Upon the 


Miſeries and Vanities of human Life, from my own . 
Experience of both----That thoſe Serious Thoughts that 
I had in my late Sickneſs may the better furniſh out 
A new Directory for Hoiy Living and Dying The 
Subject of my Second Eſſay thall be : 

Every Man his own Parſon; or, Dunton Preaching to 
himſelf upon 1he ſevera! Diſeaſes of his Soul but 
more eſpecially upon his Athenian Itch, or zoo great 
Curioſity in prying into Divine Myſteries, &c. 


Reader, 


c A by n © knowing their Duty to the Hazard of eternal Death, 

I ſh; endeavour ro ſhew (in this Second Eſſay) Firſt— 
| How cvcry Man is or might be his own Parſon, that ſo the 
Hazard ot his 8 and Future Happineſs may not be put to a Death- 
Bed- Repentancæ e is his vn Parſon, that mortiſies the Fleſh with 


| 0 bo» the great Damage that comes upon moſt People 


has 
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75 "Every Man his own Farſon, xc 

has 2 thing of greater Value than the whole World to look after, and 
therefore by Every Man bis own Parſon, I mean every Man's whole Life 
{a3 das Words) ſhou'd be 4 Sort of living Sermon, ſhould PREACH 
Spen to himſelf, as well as to others. ; | 


Whoſe Pious Life dbes ſhew the Parſon there, 

ho lives his Time, as if all Sundays were. 

He's the true Prieſt whoſe Life's a Preaching Text, 
And that a Pulpit where he ſpeaketh next, 

The Place. may Change but tis a Pulpit ill, 
Our Practice muſt Preach, er all that's ſaid is ill; 
He's the True Parſon, and mo Pulpit Fool 1 
Who Lives, and Speaks, and even Thinks by Rule; 
Iis Preaching where the alarmed Soul betakes 

It ſelf to a New Life, o/d Sins forſakes, 

For he no Sermon, who no Convert makes. 


He Preaches (ths' not Ordain'd as others are) | 5 


$ 


As new and ſingular as this PARADOX ſeems, yet tis very certain 
that every Man that is truly Pious, might be his own PARSON, for 
we find by daily Experience that the beſ# Way of Preaching and Hearing 
is that which cures all the Evils of Life, (as far as in this World they 
are Curable) and that.is the Ways of Holineſs, which are therefore ths 
beft and only Way of Truth; in PULPIT QUARRETS (I mean in the 
Railing againſt this and the other Opinion) there is no End, and but 

very little Advantage, and therefore that I may Repeat an Expreſſion 
in the Prayer of Mr. L-——fe M-——n) * The Lord Grant that we may 
&© not loſe our Religion in Diſputes, and our Charity in abſurd Opinions" 
But the Way of Peace and Godlinefs, (I mean a Man's Preaching to 
himſelf the neceſſity of a holy Life) hath in it no Error, and no Dowbtful- 
neſs, for the Conſcience of every Man (if good and rightfully Inform'd) 
will ſtill Side with the Doctrine be Preaches to it, and the Wiſe Man ſeems 
to allow that every Man may be his own PARSON ; where he ſays, 
% Stand thou faſt in thy ſure Underſtanding, in the way and knowledge of 
6 the Lord, and have but one Manner of Word, and follow the Word of Peace 
% and Righteouſneſs” (4) which Words as they Direct, every Man (both 
of the Clergy and Layery) in what pious Manner he fhould be his 
own PARSON, ſo they ſufficiently ſhew the Lawfulneſs (and Neceſſity in 
ſome Caſes) of his Preaching to himſelf ; and I- am glad to find fo 
learned a Man as Mr, I — ke M=—=7z occaſionally of this Opinion, 
for in his Sermon preached in Sh=——d——c< C——b Fuly the 7th ; 
he there told his Hearers in what Caſe © A Layman might Bap- 
tze himſelf, Adminiſter the Sacrament to himſelf, and be his ewn Prieſt, 
“ ay, and Preach ſv as to convert Souls, if by the Providence of God he were 
& caſt in an Heatheniſh Country.” 28 | 
Chriſt commanded his own Diſciples not ro be call'd Rabbi, nor 
Maſters, by which laſt Words our learned Commentator the Reverend 
Dr. Whitby underſtands that we ſhould call no Man Guide, or Maſter 
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| Dunton Preaching to himſelf. © 17 
upon Earth; no Fathers, no Church, nor Council who conſiders this, can 


think it poſſible for Chriſſ to give ſo Partial a Command, as to contain 
2 Reſerve in behalf of any Set of Prieſts in Prejudice of the General 


| Rule of Free- thinking, on which the Goſpel was to be Built, which 


makes it evident, that every thinking Man is or might be his own Parſen ; 
and I find the Reverend Mr. Parſons of the ſame Opinion; for in the 
Sermon he preach'd at the Puneral of the Earl of Rocheſter, he fthere 
ſays „It all that hear me this Day, had been Spectators of the Lord 
« Racheſter s Penitential Sorrows, there would then have been no need of 
& 4 Sermon to convince Men, but every Man would have been as much 
« Preacher to himſelf of this Truth as 1 am, except theſe Sorrows, 

Reader, Having fairly proved from the Words of two Learned Clergy» , 
men, that (in ſome Caſes) every Man is, or might be, his own Parſon, [ 
don't wonder that Dr. Heylin gives this Character of Mr. John Hales of 
EATON *« That his Chamber was 4 Church, and his Chair 4 Pulpit, and 
© that he was as communicative of his Kuowledge, as the Celeſtial Bodies 
* of their Light,” 5 

Reader — If I han't yet ſaid enough to convince thee, that Exer Man 
75, or might be, his own Parſon—l ſhall further prove it, by affirming, 
our Duties flow from Nature, and do not proceed only from Educa- 
tion, as ſome have imagined, to juſtifie which, one need but ſuppoſe two 
Principles; the firſt is, that we naturally Love our ſelves, being ſenſible 
of Pleaſure, and hating Evil, deſiring Good, and having 4 Care of our 


Preſervation; the ſecond, that with this bent to Self- Love; Nature has 


given us a Reaſon to guide us, (that is, to Preach to our own Breaſts) we 
love our ſelves Naturally, it is a Truth of Senſe; we are capable of 
Reaſon, it is a Truth of Fact; Nature prompts us to make uſe of Reaſon 


for to direct this Love of our ſelves, that ſprings from the Principle of 


the latter, in 2 manner altogether Neceſſary ; it not being poſhble that 
we ſhould truly love our. ſelves, without employing all our Lights in 
the Search of what's apreeable to us. 

Then ſince Nature orders us to ſearch after our Good, it follows, 
that it cannot be ſaid without an evident Contradiction, that a Man is 
naturally without Duty and Law; which fully proves that every Man is, 
or might be, his own Parſon. 

And here comes into my Mind a Truth, which peradventure may ſeem 
Paradoxical; yet is in it ſelf, moſt evident; That a Boy, who can 
neither write nor read, may be a greater Divine (by preaching to himſelf) 
than one who has ſtudy'd Scripture Forty Nears, which who deſires to ſee 
clearly, let him remember, Divinity has for its End the Knowledge of 
thoſe Truths which are to guide us to our Salvation: a Knowledge ſo 
neceſſary, that no Ignorance can hinder our periſhtng eternally ; and con- 
ſequently, ought to be certain as any Demonſiration, Again, that Forty 
Years Study may be employ'd without arriving, by the Force of ſuch 
Study, to Demonſtration ſufficient to aſſure a Man of al/ Points neceſſary: 
as, the hundred Years debate betwixt Catholicks and Proteſtants, with- 


out being one Foot farther advanced than at the firſt Day, doth amply - 
- manifeſt. The Concluſjon therefore, is evident on this fide, that the 
Forty Years Study does not neceſſarily make 2 Divine. | 


5 Let 
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Let us confider, on the other fide, a Child of a dozen Years old, never 
put to School farther then in the Church, to be taught in a Catechiſtieal 
way, the Sum of Chriſtian Doctrine; and to know tis to be held becauſe 
tis deſcended from Chriſt, by the perpetual handing ir from Ape to 
Age in che whole Catholick Church. Let's ſee whether this Child be a Divine 
or no? if the Queſtion be of the Matter, be knows what is [ufficient for 
him to bring him to Heaven, (viz. enough to breed in him the love of God, 
and an Obedience to the church, ordain'd by God for this End, to direct 
uz in doing our Duties for the Attainment of eternal Salvation) 
Again, he has a Ground for his Belief more certain than any Demon- 
ſtration in Euclide or Archimedes, Why then has not this Boy all that's 
neceſſary to the being a Divine, and more than the Long-ſtudy'd pre- 
tender to Divinity can ſhew for himſelf ? Yet is there this difference be- 
tween them, that as he who acknowledges the Definitions and other Truths 
pre-requilite, is nearer being a Geometrician than he who doubts of 
them; ſo the Boy, who believes all thoſe Articles of Chriſtian Faith, 
which he already knows, and has the Rule whereby to be certain of any 
other when they are propos'd te him, approaches nearer the Quality of 
2 Divine, than he who calls himſelf one; becauſe Forty Years together, 
he has doubted and diſputed of the Principles of Divinity, which muſt 
be agreed to, before Divinity 1t ſelf can be ſo much as commenced, for 
without they are, no Man (let his natural Parts, his acquired Accom- 
pliſhments, his Degree in holy Orders, and his Preferments in the Church 
be what they will) can be 2 true Divine; but is in Truth fo much the 
greater Impoſtor, appearing in Habit and external Form what he really 
is not; 4 carnal, ſenſual, or animal Man at the beſt, not having the good 
Spirit, but in many Things obnoxious to the Impreſſions and Deceits of 
the ſubtile Evil one; and therefore moſt dangerous to Princes and Perſons 
concerned in the great Affairs of the World to be relied on. But this ! 
intend only for 4 general Caution, not to reflect upon any par icular Perſon, 

Reader I would by no means be Guilty here of the Fault reproved in 
the Prophets; namely, of contending with the Prieſts, or taking upon 
me to inſtruct my Teachers, (whom I, as much as any Man, deſire to 
Reverence) far from my [Intentions be a Defign of impoſing Laws upon 
my Superiors, or of binding Burthens upon other Men's Shoulders, 
which 1 would not touch with my leaſt Finger; but to! I won“ pre- 
fame to Direct our Spiritual Guides in their great Work of converting 
Sinners from the Error of their Hays; yet ſhou'd you here ask me 
what a Parſon is, or ſhould be? I would return you this Anſwer, 

A Parſon is the Rector of a Church ; becauſe he, for his own Time, re- 
preſents the Church ; and his Office is, to take Care of all his Pariſhioner's 
Souls (as well as his own) and like a good Shepherd to mind every parti- 
eular Sheep apart. | | | 

This I rake to be the true Character of 4. rea! Pain of 4 Pariſh, 
and he that is his own Parſon, has as great a (harge committed to his 
daiiy Care, for as St. Matthew ſays, What is a Man profited, if he ſhall 
gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul? Or what ſhall a Man give 
in Exchange for his Soul ? (4) | | | 
mn Ga — — — 
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(s) Sr. Matthew 10. 26. 
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How—Evyery Man bis own Parſon— Quo' the Rector of E ——— ? 
what then (wicked Man) won d you have no more Sermons preached in 
Churches, or Meeting-houſes, but only have every Man to ſleep or doze 
out the Sabbath day, or ſpend it in vain Diſcourſe ? No, Reverend Sir, 
I abhor the Thoughts of thus Prophaning the Lord's Day, and ' think ro 
hear two Sermons every Sunday, either in Church or a Meeting-houſe (ag 
a ſcrupulous Conſcience ſhall moſt approve) is every Man's indiſpenſible 
Duty; (and wWhosver looks into the Hiſtory of preaching, will find the 
ſincere Chriſtian of all Perſwaſiom, of the ſame Opinion) for tho we 
have a Parſon within us (wou'd we liſten to our own Conſciences) yer 
many have been converted by hearing the Parſon of their own Pariſh, 
and therefore J adviſe every Man that has a Soul to be faved, never to 
neglect hearing of two Sermons every Sunday in publick, tor I don't ex- 
hort every Man to be his own Parſon, to keep People from Church, but to 
convince em; tis their Duty to go thither every Lord's Day, except 
Sickneſ; or Iameneſs force *em to ſtay at Home, to hear (ONLY) be 
Preacher in their own Breaſt. For he that neglects going to Church every 
Sunday (for any other Reaſon, but an Impoſfbility of ſerving God in 
Pablick, is Guilty of proſaning the Lord's Day, and may juſtly expect the 
following Week thoſe Judgments that do often fall on Sabbath breakers, 
I know an antient Gentleman, of whom tis reported he has not ſcen the 
In-fide of either a church or 4 Meeting-houſe (or heard one Sermon in 
any other Place) for the laſt twenty Tears; what Bleſſing can ſuch a pro- 
thane Mreteh expect either upon hisown Perſon or Family? For tho' he 
has a Preacher in his own Breaſt, he wor'*c either hear him Speak, or 
ſo much as ence ſhew his Perſon at Church, tho he can't but know 
Incredible is the Influence of a great Man on 2 Familv, Pariſh, and 
County by his conſtantly hearing of two Sermans every Lord's Day; tor the 
Vulgar have quite loſt their Hearing; Preaching is but an honeſter ſort 
of Diverſion : They learn all by Gaping and Staring on 4 Man in fine 
cloaths; and therefore fince ten of Quality can fo eaſily do God and 
Man to great Service, I hope (for the Future) they'll think it their 
Duty to worſhip God Publickly, {either in a Church or 2 Meeting-bouſe) 
every Sunday, and (Gentlemen) do not put God off with a little Faſkio- 
nable Civility to the National Religion; i am afraid the ſerĩious Reffecling 
| and Meditating Part is not frequent enough among the Gentry; let not 
Paſtime, Buſineſs or Company waſte all the Sabboth day, retire a lirrls 
and enjoy your own So this will not leffen the Pleaſtires ot Life, but 
ſweeren and make them ſolid : and make them differ from the crackling 
of Thorns, and the Flame of Straw, | mean the thin ſhort-liv'd Delights 
of the Profaners of the Lord' day. For my own Part, 1 have often 
found Judge HALES's Obſervatiom concerning his keeping the Lord's-day) 
to be matter of Fact, that *-1t has always thrived with me the following 
& Week according as I kept the Sabboth , If Experience may be allowed 
to be the beſt Demonſtration, I can affirm (to the beſt of my Rememe 
brance) I never undertook, br intermedled with any Secular Afairs 
on this Day, (which [might either have done before, or deferred till 
the next) but 1 was either blaſted or diſappointed therein; or if Tfuce 
creded, it was moſt certainly (though long after) attended wich A 
Curl, which (upen due Reflection _ what bad pait) 1 found to be 
WO | | * ks & : the 
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the ſad Efſect of ſuch a Prophane, or miſpending of the Lord's Day; 
then certainly tis as much our Duty te hear a Preacher every SUNDAY 
in Publick, as *s to liſten to the Parſon in our own Breaſt; for as 
God requires us ro Remember the Sabbath-day, ſo as to keep it Holy, 10 
himſelf remembers them that dare Prophane it. The Child that ga- 
thered Sticks on that Day, among the Iſraelites, in the early Times of 
the Moſaick OEconomy, was, by the Order of God himſelf, ſtoned to 
Death, And as he began to ſhew his Severity berimes, in the puniſhing 
of this Sin, ſo he hath continued to the preſent Age, co ſhew his great 
Diſpleiſure againſt it; inſomuch, that I think King James was much in 
the Right, when he cauſed his Declaration for Sports upon that Day, to be 
torn out of his Printed Volume or H ritings, where it is not now to 
be ſeen; but the Examples of God's Judzments en Sabboth breakers (or 
ſuch as never go to hear 2 Sermon either in a Church or a Meeting-houſe) 
may ſufficiently Seal unto them, whoſe Hearts are not Seared ; how 
wrathfully Almighty God is diſpleaſed withy them who are wilful Pro- 
phaners of theLord's day@ For ſuch, ſeldom hear either the Parſon in their 
own Breaſt, or the Parfon that preaches at Church, and for that Rea- 
ſon do ſeldom eſcape God's Judgments even in this Life; for we are 
told by the Reverend Mr, Turner (a) that 
A certain Nobleman, prophaning the Sabbath uſuallyin Hunting, bad a 
Child by his Wife, with 4 Head like @ Dog, and with Ears, and Chaps, 
crying like a Hound. | | ED 
Stratford upon Avon was twice, on the ſame: Day Twelvemonth, 
(being Sunday) almoſt conſumed with Fire, chiefly for prophaning the 
Tord s. day, and contemning his Word in the Mouth of his faithful 
Miniſter. | 
A Husbandmaa grinding corn upon the Sabbath-Day, had bis Mill 
burned to Aſhes, | 1 5 
Mr. Smythies, Curate of St. Giles's, Cripplegate, in the Confeſſon and 
Diſcovery of a condemn'd Priſoner, Executed May the 25th 1687, (for 
Theft) faich, that it was his earneſt Deſire, that all young Men eſpect- 
ally, ſhould take Care not to miſpend the Lord's-day. And I do nat know, 
ſaith he, that ever 1 obſerved any Repentance in a condemned Malefactor, 
who did not bitterly Lament the Neg left of his Dyty to God on that Day. 
*Tis certain (tho: Every Man is, or oughit to he, his own Parſon, as I have 


largely proved) that we ought all 0 expreſs our Reverence to God by the 


hallowing of che Times he has ſer apart for his Service, in which our 


Conſciences ought as faithfuily ro Preach tous, as the Reverend Perſox 
that inſtructs us, publickly on the Lord. day; for he who hath given all 
our Time, requires ſome Part of it to be paid back again, as a Rent or 
Tribute of the whole. Thus the Zews kept Holy the Seventh Day, and 


we Chriſtians the Sunday or Lord's day; the Jews were in their Sabboth, 
© Eſpecially to remember the Creation of the World, and we in ours, the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt ; by which, a Way is made for us into that Better 
World we expect hereafter. Now this Day, thus ſet apart, is to be 
employed in the Worſhip and Service of God, and that firſt more ſolemnly 
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(a) In his Compleat Hiſtory of the moſt Remarkable Providences both of 
and 


Dunton Preaching to bimſelf. 21 
and publiekly in the Congregation, (in Prayer and hearing of the Word 
preached by the Parſon of the Pariſh where we | live) from which no 
Man muſt then ablent himſelf withour a juſt Cauſe; and Secondly, pri- 
vately at Home in Preaching to our ſelves, or in Praying with, and inſtraQ- 
ing our Families, or elſe in the yet more private Duties of the Cloſer; 
and therefore as | ought to hear the Parſon of the Pariſh where I dwell 
(as well the Parſon that preaches in my own Breaſt) the Lord grant that 
my Care in fitting my Soul for the Lord's-day, my Holy Carriage at it, 
and my ſuitable Converfation after it, may teſtify, that I had rather be 4 
Door. keeper in the Houſe of my God, than to dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs ; 
and that I efteem one Day in his Courts, better than @ Thouſand elſewhere, 
But, tho we ought (as [ ſaid b-fore) to hear two Sermons every Lord's 
Day either in a Church or 2 Meeting- houſe, yet tis evident (from what 
I thall further ſay of the Eſſentials of the (briſti an Religion) that Every 
Man is er might be bis own Parſon, for as wicked as the Age is, we have 
ſtil! ſome truly Reli; ions Perſons amongſt us (ſome Fleetword's, Hoadley's, 
Bifit's, Anſlys, Harris's, Reynolds's, &) and that Man is — His own 
Parſon—that lives 4 Holy Life (for even that ic ſelf is à Sermon; and 
therefore every Religious Perſon Erects 4 Pulpit in his own Conſcience, 
that he might Preach to himſelf upon all occaſiuns; and he that is his 
n Parſon (having fudy d and maſter'd all his Luſis and Affect ions with» 
in, and the whole Army of Temptations without) hath ever . many Ser- 
mons ready penn'd, as he hath Yidforzes; and therefore I have endeavour d 
in this Second Efſay to be the firſt Man that has aſcended (if | may ſo ex- 
preſs it) The Pulpit of his own Breaſt ; I mean that has preach'd to him 
ſelf on purpoſe to furniſh out 4 new Direflory for holy Living and 
Dying. = | 3 

9 9 (the better to direct my Reader in bis Duty of Holy Living 
and Dying) proved how Every Man is or might be his «wn Parſon, and told 
in what manner (and how often) he ſhou'd Preach to himſelf; and having 
alſo given the Character of him that is @ real Parſon (or the Rector of a 
Church) and ſhewn it every Man's Duty to be a conſtant Hearer (every 
Lerd's Day) either in a Church, or 4 Meeting-bouſe, J ſhall next. Preach to 
my ſelf upon the ſeveral Diſeaſes of my Soul, but more: eſpecially 
thoſe that did moſt afflict me in my Ante Fit of Sickneſs that was judged 
Mortal. 0 . $5505 

And here (being fully cynviced of the Reality of that Future State of 
Happineſs or Miſery, hat my Soul when it leaves my Body, will imme» 
diately commence) that I may be Eternally happy. after Death. Lis my 
Advice to my ſelf that I live every Day (whilft'l continue in this: World 
as believing: p | 

The Efſentials of Religion are ſo plainly Revealed, that no Man can miſs 
| them, that bath wot a mighty corrupt Biaſs in his Will and Affections ta in- 

fatuate and blind his Underſtanding. Thoſe Eflentials are contained in 
che DECALOGUE, aad the CREED : Many ſpeculative remoter Doe- 
trines may be True, but not Fundamental. For *%is not aprecable to the 
Goodneſs or Juſtice of God, that Men's Eternal Interefts ſhould depend 
upon Things that are difficult to be Underſtood, and eafily Miſtaken ;; if 
they did, % Man could be ſecure, but that, do what he could {or hear 


What Patſen he pleaſed j he ſhould Perifh everlaſtingly for not Believing; 
or 


22 Every Man bis own Parſon ; or, 
or Believing amiſs tome of thoſe difficult Points, that are ſuppoſed necef. 
fary to Salvation; and all thoſe that are Irnorant, and of weak Under. 
flanding muſt Perith without Help, or they muſt be faved by Implicie 
Faith in unknown Fundamentals, And as | am very frncere and conſtant in 
Preaching this Doctrine to my ſelf, l hope my living in the Prattice of it 
to my laſt Breath, will bring me to Eternal Happineſs that Minute I leave 
the World tor *.is caſy to prove a Man may hold an eyronzvus Opinion 
from 4 miſtalen Senſe of Scripture, and deny what ù the Truth of the 
Propoſetion, and what is the right Meaning of the Text, and yet not Err in 
Fairh For Faith is the Belicf of God reveaiing : And if God have not 
fo Revealed thy, or that, as to give us certain Ground to believe this to 
be his Senſe, he hach not ſufficiently Revealed it to oblige eur Faith 
(an! as this is Orthodox Doctrine and ſueſi as I always Preach to my ſelf, 1 
challenge the moſt Learned Cleryyman, be he either Churchman, Presbyterian, 
or Independent, &c. to diſprove it.) Sv that tho' 1 deny ſueh, or ſuch a 
>:nſe, while I believe, it is not from God; his Veracity and Authority is 
not concerned, ſince I am ready. however, to give 4 chearful aſſent to 
whatever is clearly and ſufficiently Revealed. This Propoſition muſt be 
underitood only of thoſe DoFrines that are Difficult, and obſcurely dels. 
vered (And conſequently not well underſtood by either the Payſon with. 
in us, or him in the Pulpit.) And that many Things are ſo delivered in 
Scrip: ure, is certain; for ſome ar? only Hinted, and ſpoken Occ aſronally 
ſome Fizuratively, and by way of Parable and Allegor); ſome aceordin 
to Men's conceptions ; and ſome in Ambiguous and FEnigmatical Phra- 
ſes; which- Obſturities may occaſion Miſtake in thoſe, who are very ready 
to believe whatever God faith , and when they do, I ſhould be loath to 
ſay that ſuch Err in Faith ; thu they had 1 other Parſon, or Teacher, 
than their own Underſt andings truly ſancti ed, for I ſhall anon prove that 
the ſincere Practice of known Duties, (or dying daily to this Life and World) 
wou'd of it ſelf ( without any other Preacher) reſolve the moſt ignorant 
Perſon in all the abſolute Points of the chriſt ian Religion ; but thoſe that 
reſt plain Texts to a Compliance with their Intereſts and their Luſs, tho 
their Afﬀections may bring their Judgments to Vote with them; yet 
theirs is Error in Faith with a Witneſs, and capable of no Benefit from 
what I here Preach to my ſelf concerning thoſe Doctrines and Providences 
which Tranſcend our Underſtanding. And therefore that | may Preach no 
longer concerning thoſe Things that are difficult 10 be Underſtocd, and ca- 
fily miſtaken (in hopes to cure that ATHENIAN ITCH, or vain Curioſety 
that has diſeaſed the Seuls of abundance of Engliſh People,) Vit now con- 
clude chis-Sermon to my ſelf, with declaring: | | | 
„Ile no longer embroil my Fancy with the Niceties in Schools; 
„ which diſpute how Sin is remitted, whether by the Expulſiun of any 
*. poſitive Form, and the Introduction of another oppoſite to ic: Whether 
it be by the the meer infuſton of Grace, or elſe only by taking away the 
Obligation of 4 Sinner to eternal Puniſhment ; Il omit (for the Future) 
* all chsſe curious Queſtiom, and attend only to rhe ſweet Effect, to wit, 
that | may be trecd from my Iniquiry,” For Reader, were it not bet- 
ter that all the Arts were baniſhed the Schools and every Man his own Parſon, 
than that they ſhould entertain us wich ſo many wnedifying Things, that 
they ſhould reach us to regulate our is rather than our Fancies, aud 
| | h how 
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how to live virtunuſty rather than to diſpute well? Were it not to be 
wiſh'd that Logick, by which we flouriſh our Harangues, by which we 
examine the property of Speech, and which boaſtech of /aying open Truth 
by the ſubtilry of Arguments, taught us te reform our Manners and to 
reject all theſe vain amuſements of the Mind, which benefit a wiſe Man 
as little as they are troubleſome and inſignificant to the ſimple. 

Were it not better that Geometry, taught the Rich to bound his De- 
fires, to divide à proportion of his Revenues amongſi the Poor, than to ſhew 
him the Art of taking the Contents of his Perks, the height of his 
Palaces, and the extent of his Lands ? Were it not to be deſired that 
the Profeſſors of Divinity would diſcover to us the Way to love rather than 


define the Creator, and inſtead of informing us of his Fence, and labour- # 


ing to make usconceive the myſterious Trinity of his Perſons by the Unity of 
his Nature, to teach us the awful Adoration of him whom we are not able to 
e-mprehend, and to make us forego all that is deareſt to us in the World, 
to be united to him, who alone ought to poſſeſs all our Affections. Bur 
the Delight of all Arts is the Pleaſure of Diſcourſe, they art ſwallowed 
up of the Words that compoſe them, they are the Minds Diverſcon, and not 
the Employment of the Will, they poliſh our Speech, and our Ations 
remain unreCtificd, and all the witty Things they propoſe are but to di- 
vertize their Lovers; ſo that as Things are new managed, tis well if 
every Honeſt Man (for I mean only ſich, throughout this whole Eſſay) 
would now become his o Parſon and Preaoh to himſelf, for the greateſt 
part of our Sciences are properly but ſpecious trifling Imaginations, and 1 
do not think that he could off-nd the Learned, who ſhould define Know- 
ledge to be the Dreams of them that Watch, and Dreams 10 be the Know- 
ledge of them that Sleep, Theſe defects in Knowledge would be tolera- 
ble, if other more dangerous Conſequences did not follow them, and that 
after having held their Martyrs in hand with Things that fall out to be 
of little Uſe, they did not make them Impious or Inſolent. For as Know- 
ledge is of an imperious Humour, ſuffers no oppoſition, pretends to 
underſtand all Things, and would no leſs be thought te dive into the 
Myſteries of Faith than into the Scereis of Nature; ſhe is made uſe of 
to uphold Vice, and is converſant about what has moſ# of Shew, and noc 
about what hath mo? of Truth, and, by an injuſtice c vntrary to that of 
Idolatry, ſhe employs the moſt ſublime Part of her Skill, to bring in 
queſtion or to overthrow the Maxims and Principles of Religion, *'Tis 
true, Naked Truth is ſo gentle, that ſte permits all that Court her to 
take her by the Hand; not to deſpiſe her, is fufficient to be admitted 
into ber preſence, and as the Sun imparts his Light liberally to all Men, 
the communicates freely to all thoſe that ſeek her: She is obſcure only 
where Science hath bemiſted her. Thole Trafts which ART hath, 
beaten to come at her, have made her inacceſſible ;. that which ought to 
conduct us to her, has turned us out of the Way; and Man is aſſurt d 
to miſs her ſo often as be employs Learning to find her. Nature has en- 
dewed us with more ready helps to become better ; ſhe hath fixzd our 
Felicity ro our Will, as fhe condemns all thoſe Habitudes which fill our 
Heads wich Wind, the approves no Skills that direct us not to Virtue, 


ſhe rejects all that ſublime Knowledge whereof the Learned make their 
Boaſt. She eſteems them the Ia vent ions of Eaſe and Delights, which after 
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15 very Man hi own Tarſon; or, 
having a while entertained our Fancy, leave us in deſpair of finding 
her. 

For this is certain we muſt not judge of the Wiſdom of a Man by the 
multitude of Things he hath learned; Religion takes Offence when we 
ſtudy her Myſteries rather for Knowledge than Reverence, ſhe commands 
that Practice ſhould be the End of our Travels, and the permits us not to 
be of the Number of them who ſpend their whole Lives in the Search wit h- 
out the Love of Truth. When God placed Man in the terreſtrial Paradice, 
he inſpired him only with the Knowledge of Things need ful for him, 
although the Favours whewith he honoured him were exceflive, he [imit- 


ed his Science, he would not he ſhould learn what could not profit him: 


and, in the Opinion of Teſtatus, he ſent him not the Animals made of 


Corruption to give Names unto, but for that the Knowledge thereof 


was not of Uſe to him, too much Learning is always inſolent, and edifieth 
not; as we find no Conquerors that are not Proud, we ſee no learned 


Men that are not puffed up, Divines can tell us that the proud Angels 


ſtrayed not from their Duty but by having tos much Knowledge 

Ariſtotle was of opinion that the famous Men of Old were often 
guilty of fantaſtical Actions, that they made ſmall Sallies which were 
little different from great Follies, that their Extaſies ſurpaſt the Strength 


of their Reaſon, and that they could bring forth nothing above ordinary 


Men which was not akin to Fury. -Thoſe great Wits which Antiquity 
puts amongſt the number of Prodigies, have not always been the wiſe/# 
Men, their Works are not irreprovable no more than their Lives, if they 
have wiitten ſome Things worthy of Honour, they have left us others 
28 ridiculous, and their Diſciples confeſs they had intervals in which 
chey were not more reaſonable that Mad-men. Although this Language 
be oppoſite to the common Opinion of the People, and that the Benefits 


of Knowledge oblige Men to give it reverence wherever they find it, yer I 


think it not hard to draw them to the contrary Sentiment, and to obtain 
their Aſſent, that the knowing Men at this Day are but delighcful Do- 
tards who act the Fool by Authority, and teach Impertinences by appro- 
bation. For what is it that our Profeſſors of Learning do, when they 
inſtruft us to define all Things by their chieſeſt Attributes, to ſeparate 
their Nature from their Properties, and by the aid of Propoſitions infer, 
that Virtue is 4 Gender, that Juſtice and Prudence are the Species, and 
that Virtue is ſeparable from Temperance, but that Temperance is not to 
be divided for Virtue ? What profit do we reap from theſe Formalities ? 
Of what Uſe is it to know how to compoſe a formal Diſcourſe? To 
reduce an Argument to an Impoſſibility? To frame Sophiſms, to enſnare 
the Unlearned? and to uſe Dilemma's and Inductions to ſurprize the 
unskilful? What Advantage can we hope from the Knowledge of Watu- 
ral Philoſophy, to be informed that the Earth is ſolid, that God by his 
Power can ſeparate the Form from the Matter, that he unites at his Plea- 
ſure two ſubſtantial Forms into one Compound, and dire&ts theSubſtance 
to produce à third by the intermediation of Accidents, to -which he 
commnnicates his Efficacy? 

But not to diſcredit Knowledge without authority, it is not ſhe that 
hath ſo often changed the Face of Chriſtendom ? Did not Philoſophers 


become the firſt Hereticks ? Did not the Apes of the preateſt Learning 
| | lean 


Every Man his own Parſon ; or, 17 
lean more to Atheiſm than to — ? And was the Church ever moss 
diſmembred than when Ecc/efsaſticks undertook to raiſe Arguments 2 * 
her Dignity and Decrees, The Diverſity of their Opinions ſtifled hs 
Charity which ought to have united her, and they ceaſed to be chriſti an 
when they were become learned Men, the Deſire that poſſeſt them ot out- 
arguing their Antagoniſts made their Deſigus ſcandalous even to the 
Heathen; and thoſe Men of Darkneſs were ſufficiencly enlightened to 
ſee that they who were looked upon as the Pillars of the Church, robbed 
her Faith of Aſſurance, her Doctrine of Evidence, and her Councils ef 

| Authority. Doth not all Eworpe complain at this Day of the Art of 
Phyſick? Are not her Remedies as cruel as hazardous ? The Diſputes of 
her Doc lors, have they not been the Deſtruction of the greateſt Number 
of them that are gone down to the Chambers of Death > Do not Phyſicians 
make traffick of human Bodies without being arrained at the Tribunals: 
of Juſtice, when foregoing the Inſtruftions of their Mafters, they try 
the experience of new Medicines at the Price of our Lives? And ſee we not 
daily that they ſend Death to their Patients with the Drinks that 
ought to eure them? The Churches and Church-yards are full of their 
Victims; the Marbles that cover them publiſh nothing but thelr injuſtices 
and if the Stones under which they lye were not inſenſible, they would 
openly accuſe them of Temerity and Ambition : They would proclaim 
to all the World that they are deprived of Life by wfing too much means to 
preſerve it, that ART haſtened: their Sepulture, and that the Multitude of 
Medicaments was the only cauſe of their Death. So that Science which 
was invented to divert and comfort us, is turned into our cheſtiſement, 
and ir were to be wiſh'd for the Common Good, that as ſhe is baniſh» 
ed from amongſt the Turks and Barbarians, ſhe were alſo unknown to 
Chriſtians. For as ſhe maintains that the Cauſe from whence ſhe pro- 
eceds is infallible, ſhe becomes obſtinate in her Determinations, ſhe ap- 
Row of no Waters but what are drawn from her owa Fountain, aud 
uilding upon the certainty of her own Authority, ſhe from thence forms 
eth Conſequences no leſs dangerous than to her they ſeem evident. In 
fine, Knowledge is an immortal Evit, her Fury is withour Bounds, her 
Malice exceeds the limits of Time, and ſhe is not leſs pernicious to Man 
in the Diſcovery of falſe Doctrine, than when ſhe invent; Reaſons to in» 
tic? him to defend or embrace ir, ſo that if we are thus led aſtray by 
Men whoſe very Profeſſion tis to direct us in the Right Path ; tis 
Time for us to examine whence our Errors ſpring, and to ſee if by being 
Guides (or Parſons) to our ſelves, we can take a ſafer Way to Heayen 
than our Reverend Clergy have hitherto ſhewn us; for I had nor preach'd 
thus long both to my ſelf and others, but to eonvines the Yertwoſs of Great» 
Britain, they are our too eager Diſquiſitions after the Internal Vericies 
of Things that have led the Athenian World into ſo large a Field of 
Scepticiſm, Men muſt be preſfing and breaking into the Recefſer of Na- 
ture, as that Conqueror heretofore into the Sanctum Santforum, then mi- 
fake the Thing, return diffatisfied, cry all is Pageantry, and that we 
worſhip Clouds. Then what need is there of à new Directory for Holy 
Living and Dying, to ſpiritualize ſuch abſtruſe, and intricate Points of 
Religion, as we ſhan't thoroughly underſtand, till we get to Heaven 
for my own Part | had rather read the Afoniſhmenss of Fob, when a 
| poſes 
o R 


18 


Hor IO o 7 2 Y 4 
27 TON. Ns . 
„ ns OL i OE Oe 


Dunton Preaching to himſelf. 
him' through the whole Creation, than all the bold explieations of 


I Men and Demons. I had rather conſider the Rain- bow as the Re ſtec tion 
of God's Mercy, than the Sun's Light, and when 1 call co mind, that 
W Thunder throughout the Scriptures is ſtiled his Mighty Voice, I'm ſatisfy'd 
at what I Tremble, and tho this may debaie my Philoſophy, yer it 
beightens my Divinity; for tis plain a ſerious Chriſtian may make 4 Di- 
vine Improvement of ſome pious Anuig mas that he does not underſtand, 
if any Athenian is not yet farisfied wat is Divine Truth, let him but 
feriouſly reflect on his Death. Bed, and the Day of Judgment, and then 
Tm perſwaded he'lt need no Anſwer ; when the Gaiety of Fancy forſakes 


him, and the Proſperity of Invention gives no relith ; when his Paſſions 
and Appetites grow languid from the impotence of Blood, and his Brain 
becomes too weak for the Image of the World ; then will Holy Living 
and Dying be his beſt News, and a Pof- Angel his beſt Friend; then will 
he call for a Portion of Scripture to eaſe his Conſiience, a Drop from the 
Fountain of Living Water to cool h Tongue, Tnen ſet him on the higheſt 
Mountain of Metaphyſzeks, and from thence give him the raviſhing 
Proſpect of all the Kingdoms of human Learning, all the Glories of Phi- 
loſoply, yet he will not Worſhip, not Idolize one glittering Notion, not 
part with one fngle Text for Ten thouſand Worlds; for when the 
whole Volume of the Creation ſhall be ſhrivled up like a Scrole cf Parch- 
ment, then fhall che HOLY BIBLE be opened, ics everlaſting Truths un- 
folded, and though Heaven and Earth paſs away, yet not one Iota of that 


| ſhall periſh. 


Then (my Athenian Reader) captivate all your Thoughts to the Po- 
fitions of Faith, your whole Heart to the Embracement of the Goſpel, 
be Chriſtians in earneſt for Heaven, that is, let the frequent inquiry into 
the Nature of Sin, Death, and Fudg ment, macerate your bold . Naturals 
Into an humble contrition of underſtanding. 

Reader having proved that Every Man is or might be his own Parſon, 
and given the Character both of the Parſon of a Pariſh, and of the 
Parſon that preaches in our own Breaſts, and having alſo preach-d 4 Ser- 
mon upon the ſeveral Diſeaſes of my Soul, but more eſpecially upon my A- 
thenian Itch, or too great Curiofity in prying into Divine Myſteries, I (hall 
conelude this Eſſay upon Sermonizing, with a Paradox, proving That 


' Phe ſincere Praclice of known Duties, (or Dying daily to this Life and World) 


would of it felf (as tis following the Advice of the Parſon that preaches 
to us both abroad aud at home) reſolve the moſt Ignorant Perun. in all 


the abſiruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion; to which Paradox I ſhall 


annex Directions How we may graciouſly improve thoſe Dottrines and 
Providences which tranſcend our Underſtanding s. 

Reader] ſhall introduce my Paradox (proving that The ſincere Practice 
of known Duties, or dying daily to this Liſe and World, would of it ſelf re- 
ſolve the moſt abſtruſe Poinis of the Chriſtian Religion) with Obſer- 
ving : | | 

* Life may not unfitly be compared to a (andle; CURIOSITY 


may well be reſembled to the Thief in the Candle, which makes Men to 

ſpend much precious Time in need/eſ; Diſputes, the Coneluſions whereof 
' are both Uncertain and Unprofitable. The Schoo/mer's Books are ſtuffed 
wich ſuch Queſtions about the Diſtances and Dignities of Angels, as it 


Men 


% 
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Men were to marſhal them in Rant and File, how that Heavenly Hof#* 
do march in Glory one before another; When Men hear improbable 
Matters from far Countries related unto them, it is their uſual return, 
it is better to believe them, than go thither to confute them. Then let us not 
Cred it many Unlikelihoods concerning Angels, which the Boldneſs of 
Schoolmen have obtruded upon us, but rather labour in Geds due Time," 


to go to Heaven, there with our own Happy Experience to confure 
them. | 


Well it is ſaid of Socrates, that he was the firſt of the Grecians, whieh 
humbled Speculative into Moral , Philoſophy, Row well would the Pains 
of that Miniſter be imployed, who ſhould endeavour to bring down, and 
abate many ſuperfluous contemplative Queries into Practical Divinity; it 
were Liberty enough if the Sermons of all Preachers were bound to k 
Refigence only on ſuch Subjects, which all Chriſtians are bound to be- 
lieve and practice for their Souls Health; amengſt which this Doctrine 
(—That the fencere Practice of known Duties, or dying daily to this Life and 
World would of itſelf reſolve the moſt ignorant Perſon in all the abſtruſe 
Points of the Chriflian Religion—) may juſtly challenge 2 principal 


Part. 


Io the proving of this PARADOX, I ſhall Firſt—Repreſent to yon 
that the certain cauſes of our Errors are nothing but direct Sins, nothing 
makes us Fools and 1: norants but living vitious Lives; and then 1 ſhall 
proceed to prove That the ſincere Practice of known Duties, (or dying daily 
to this Life and World) would of it ſelf reſolve the meſt ignorant Perſon 
in all the abſiruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion, | 

1. No Man underſtands the Hord of God as it ought to be underſtood, 
unleſs be lays aſide all Affection, to Sin: Of which becauſe we 
have taken very little Care, the product hath been that we 


have had very little Wiſdom, and very little Knowledge ia the 


Ways of God. Kia ig egi The £gyic, (aid Arifetle, Wickedneſs 
does corrupt a Man's Reaſoning, it gives him falſe Principles and evil 
Meaſures of Things ; The ſweet Wine that Ulyſſes gave to the Cyclops put 
his Eye out; and a Man that hath eontrafted evil Aﬀetiions, and made s 
League with Sin, ſees only by thoſe Meaſures. A covetous Man under. 
ſtands nothing to be good that is not profitable; and 4 voluptuoms Man 
likes your Reaſoning well enough if you diſcourſe of Bonum jucundum, 
the Pleaſures of the Seuſe, the raviſhments of Luſt, the Noiſes and Inad- 
vertenfies, the Mirth and Songs of merry Company; but if you talk to 
him of the melancholy Lectures of the Croſs, the Content of Reſgnation, the 
Peace of Meekneſs, and the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Reſt in God, 
after your long Diſcourſe, and his great Silence, he eries out, What's 
the matter? He knows not what you mean, for where is there a Man 
but the more he ftudies and enquires, ſtill he diſcovers nothing ſo clearly as 
his own Ig norance? This is a Demonſtration that we are not in the right 
Way, that we do not enquire wiſely, that our Method is not artificial. 
If Men did fall upon the right way, it were impoſiible ſo many learned 
Men ſhould be engaged in contrary Parties and Opinions. We have ex- 
amined all ways but one, all but God's Way: Let us (having miſſed in al 
the other } cry this: Let us go to God for Truth; for Truth comes from 
God only, and his Ways are plain, and his Sayings are true, and his 

| l Promiſes 
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20 all the abſiruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Promiſes Yea and Amen, which fully proves that the ſincere Practice of 
known Duties (or dying daily to this Life and World) would of it ſelf reſolve 
the moſt ignorant Perſon in all the abſiruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion, 
for if we miſs the Truth, it is becauſe we will not find it: For certain it 
is, that all that Truth which God hath made neceſſary, he hath alſo 
made legible and plain, and if we will open our Eyes, we ſhall ſee the 
il Sun, and if we will walkin the Light, we ſhall rejoyce inthe Light: Only 
let us withdraw the Curtains, let us remove the Impedi ments and the Sin 
that doth ſo eaſily beſet us; that's God's way. Every Man muſt in his 
Station do that portion of Duty which God requires of him, 2nd then 
he ſhall be taught of God all that is fit for him to learn: There is no 
other way for him but this. The Fear f the Lord is the beginning of Wi/- 
dem, and 4 good under fi anding have all they that do his Commandments, 
And ſo ſaid David of himſelf, I have more underſ/ anding than my Teath- 
ers ; becauſe ] keep thy Commandments, (a) But ſo few Men live after 
this Example of Holy David, that if you'd have ſo much as 2 ſecming 
Convert of em, you mult fit their Humour, and ſpeak as they do. 

I remember that Arienus tells of a Gentleman that was baniſhed from 
Rome, and in his Sorrow viſited the Philoſopher, and he hear'd him 
talk wiſely, and believed him, and promiſed him to leave all the Thoughts 
of Rome and Splendors of the Court, and retire w the Courſe of 4 ſevere 

— Philoſophy: Bur before the Good Man's Lectures were done, there came 
uaxld it dn 79 RaicagOr, Letters from Ceſar to recall him Home, to give 
bim Pardon, and promiſe him great Employment. He preſently grew 
weary of the Good Man's Sermon, and wiſhed he would 'make an End, 
thought his Diſcourſe was dull and flat ; for his Head and Heart were 
full of another Story and new Principles; and by theſe Meaſures he 
could hear only and he could underſt and. . X 
Every Man underſtands by his Afﬀe#ions more than by his Reaſon, 
and upon this Account it is that there are ſo many falſe Doctrines in 
the only Article of Repentance. Men know they muſt Repent, but the 
Definition of Repentance they take from the Convenience of their own 
Affairs: What they will not part with, that is not neceſſary to be 

- Parted with, and they will Repent but not Reffore : They will ſay, nollem 

factum, they with they had never done it; but ſince it is done, you 
muſt give them leave to rejoyce in their purchaſe : They will ask Forgive- 

-neſs of God ; but they ſooner forgive themſelves, and ſuppoſe that 
God is of their Mind. If you tye them to hard Terms, your Doctrine is 
not to be underſiood, or it is but one Doctors Opinion, and therefore they 
will fairly take their leave, and get them another Teacher. | 

What makes theſe evil, theſe dangerous and deſperate Doctrines? 
Not the Obſcurity of the Thing; for I have already proved, That the ſiu- 
gere Practice of known Duties, wou'd of it ſelf re the moſt ignorant 
Perſon all the Abſiruſe Points of the Chriftian Religion; but the Cloud 
upon the Heart; for ſay you what you will, be that hears muſt be the 
Expounder, and we can never ſuppoſe but a Man will give Sentence in 
behalf of what he paſſionately loves. So that it is no Wonder we un- 

derſtand ſo little of Religion: It is becauſe we are in love with that 
— — — —U— — — — — — 


(a) Bſal. 111. ver. 10, Pſal. 115. 7 | 
55 „ © Af which 


1 LY = 


The ſincere Practice of known Duties, reſarues 27 
which deſtroys it; and as a Man does not care to hear what does not 
pleaſe him, ſo neither does be believe it; he cannot, he will not under- 
ſtand it. | $ 

Let God deelare his Mind never ſo plainly, if Meg will not lay ade 
the evil Principle that is within, their open love to their ſecret Sin, they 
may kill an Apoſtle, and yer be ſo ignorant 28 to think they do God good 
Ser vice. ; =o 
2. No Man, how learned ſoever, can underſtand the Word of God,. 
or be at Peace in the Queſtions of Religion, unleſs he be 4 Maſter over 


bis Paſſions : | a 


Tu quoque ſs vis Lumine claro 
Cernere verum, Gaudia pelle, 
Pelle Timorem : Nubila mens eff 


Vinctaque frenis Hac ubi regnant. 


Said the wiſe Boethius. A Man muſt firſt learn himſelf before he can 
learn God. Tua te fallit Imago: Nothing deceives a Man ſo ſoon as 2 
Man's ſelf; when a Man is (that I may uſe Plato's expreſſion) gvareruy- 
% Ty yoice, mingled with his Nature and his congenial Infirmities of 

@fnger and Deſire, he can never have any thing but aww de, 2 
knowledge partly moral and partly natural: His whole Life is but Ima- 
Cination; his knowledge is Inclination and Opinion; he judges of Heavenly 
Things by the meaſures of his Fears and Deſires, and his Reaſon is half 
of it Senſe, and determinable by the Principles of Senſe, 
EY Irs gihogopers & raiders, then a Man learns well when be is 4 
Philoſopher, in his Paſſions. (a) Paſſionate Men are to be taught 
the firſt Elements of Religion. And let Men pretend to as much learning 

as they pleaſe, they muſt begin again at Chrif#s Croſs ; they mult learn 
true Mortification and Crucifixion of their Anger and Deſires, before they 
can be good Scholars in Chriſt's School, or be admitted into the more fe- 
eret Enquiries of Religion, or profit in ſpiricual Underſtanding. | 

But Reader, Perhaps you may here ask me (if we muſt lay aſide af q | 
Aſffectiens to Sin, and be Maſters of our Paſſions, &c. becauſe they are 
the cauſe of our Controverſies and E norances in the Things of God) how 
is it poſſible (as the beſt Man living Sins Daily in Thought, Word and 
Deed) That the ſincere Practice of known Duties, or dying daily to this 
Life and World, ſhould reſolve the moſt ignorant Perſon in all the abſiruſe 
Points of the Chriſtian Religion. 4 . 

To this I anſwer, Sometimes God gives to his choiceſt, his moſt 
elect and precious Servants, 2 knowledge even of Secret Things, which 
he communicates not to others, We find it greatly remarked in the 
Caſe of Abraham, Gen. 18. 17. And the Lord ſaid ſhall I hide from 
Abraham that Thing that I do? Why not from Abraham? God tells us 
v. 19. For 1 know him, that he will command his children and his 
Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do Juſtice 
and Judgment. And though this be irregular and infrequent, yet it is 

2 Reward of their true Piety (or Sincere Practice of known Duties) and the 
proper increaſe alſo of the ſpiritual] Man. We find this ſpoken. by Go 


- — 
2928082 BC. 


— 


(#) Naalenz od Philagrium, : to 


— — > — — 


1 


* 


A ebſiruje Points of the Chriffian Religion, 
to Dauiel, and promiſed to be the Lot of the Righteous Man in the Days 


of the Meſſias; many ſhall be purified and made white and tryed ; but the 


Wicked ſhall do wickedly : and what then ? None of the Wicked ſhall un- 
derſtand; but the Wiſe ſhall underſtand.(a) Where beſides that the wiſe 
Man and the wicked are oppoſed, plainly ſignifying that the wicked 
Man is a Fool and an Ignorant : It is plainly ſaid that one of the wicked 
ſhall under ſ and the Wiſdom, and Myſteriouſneſs of the Kingdom of the 
Meſſtas, which fully proves, 4 good Life is the beſ® way to underſtand 
Hiſdom and Religion, becauſe by the Experiences and Reliſhes of Religi- 
on, there is conveyed to them ſuch 4 ſweetneſs, to which all wicked 
Men are Strangers: There is -in the Things of God to them which 
practice them, a deliciouſneſs that makes us love them, and that love 
admits us into God's Cabinet, and ſtrangely clarifies the Underſtanding 
by the purification of the Heart, For when our Reaſun is raiſed up by 
the Spirit of Cariſt, ic is turned quickly into Experience. When our 
Faith relies upon the Principles of Chriſt, it is changed into Viſion : 
And fo long as we know God only in the Ways of Man, by content ions 
Learning, by arguing and diſpute, we ſee nothing but the Shadow of him, 
and in that Shadow we meet with many dark Appearances, little Cer- 
tainty and much Conjecture: Hut when we know him X5y# &roparmcg, 


Nala voc pd, with the Eyes of holineſs and the Intuition of Gracioas EA 


periexces, with a quiet Spirit and the Peace of Enjoyment ; then we ſhall 
hear what we never heard, and ſee what our Eyes never ſaw , then the 


Myſteries of Godlineſs ſhall-be opened unto us, and clear as the Win. 


dows of the Morning. And this is rarely well expreſſed by the Apo- 
file, If we Pand up from the Dead, and awake from Sleep, then Chriſt ſhall 
give us Lig ht. (b) 

For although che Scriptures themſelves are written by the Spirit of 
God, yet they are written within and without; and beſides the Light 
that ſhines upon the Face of them, unleſs there be a Light ſhining with» 


in or Hearts, unfolding the leaves, and interpreting the myſterious Senſe 


of the Spirit, convincing our Conſeiences and preaching to our Hearts; 
to look for Chriſt in the Leaves of the Goſpel, is to {ook for the Living 
amongſt the Dead. There is a Life in them, but that Life is (accor- 


ding to St. Paul's expreſſion) hid with Chriſt in God: And unleſs the 


Spirit of God be the Promo-condus, we ſhall never draw it forth; The 
Angels in Heaven dwell in Love and Contemplation, they Worſhip and 
Obey, bur diſpute not; and our Quarrels and impertinent Wranglings 
_ Religion are nothing elſe but the Want of the Meaſures ot this 
tate 

But that we may ſpeak not only Things Myſterious, but things Intelli- 
gible; how does ic come to paſs, by what Means, and what Oeconomy 
is it effected, that the ſincere Practice of known Duties (or a Holy Life) 
is the beſt Determination of all Queſtions, and the ſureſt way of Know- 


| ledge? Is it to be ſuppoſed that a Godly Man is better enabled to deter- 


mine the Queſtions of Purgatory or Tranſubſtantiation? 1s the Gift of 
Chaſtity the beſt way to reconcile Thomas arid Scotus? and is à temperate 
Man always a better Scholar than a Drunkard ? To this I Anſwer, that 
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in all Things in which true Wiſdom conſiſts, Holineſs, which is the beſt 
Wiſdom, is che ſureſt Way of underſtanding them. What Learning is it 
to diſcourſe of the Philoſophy of the Sacrament, if you do not feel the 
Virtue of it } And the Man chat can with eloquence and ſubtilty dif 
courſe of the inſtrumental Efheacy of Beptiſmal Waters, talks ignorantly 
in reſpe@ of him who hath che Anſwer of 4 good Conſcience within, and 
is eleanſed by the purifications of the Spirit. How ean a wicked Man 
underſtand the Purities of the Heart 2 Ahd how can an evil and unworthy 
Communicant tell what it is to have received Chriſt by Faith, to dwell with 
him, to be united to him, to receive him in his Heart ? The good Man 
only underſtands that The one ſees the Colour, and the other feels 
the Subſtance ; the one diſcourſes of the Sacrament, and the other receives 
Chriſt ; the one diſcourſes for or againſt 7Tranſubſtantiation, but the good 
Man feels himſelf to be changed and ſo joyned to Chriſt, that he only under- 
ſtands the true Senſe of Tranſubſt antiation, while he becomes to Chriſt 
Bone of his Bone, Fleſh of his Fleſh, and of the ſame Spirit 
with his Lord; if the Spirit of God be our Teacher, we | ſhall 
learn to avoid Evil, and to do Good, to be Wiſe, and to be Holy, to be 
Profitable and Careful And they that walk in this Way ſhall find more 
Peace in their Conſciences, more Skull in the. Scriptures, more Satisfaltion in 
their Doubts than can be obtain'd by all the polemieal and impertinent 
Diſputations of the World. God kept the Secrets of his Kingdom from 
the wiſe Heathens and the learned Jews, revealing them to Babes, not be- 
cauſe they had ſeſi Learning, but becauſe they had more Love; they were 
Children and Babes in Malice, they loved Chriſt, and ſo he became to 
them 2 Light and a Glory. St. Paul had more learning than they all; 
and Moſes was inſtructed in all the Learning of the Egyptians z yet be- 
cauſe he was the meekeſs Man upon Earth, he was alſo the wiſe/?, and to 
his human Learning in which he was excellent, he had. 4 divine Light 
and excellent Wiſdom ſuperadded to him by Way of ſpiritual Bleſſings. 
And St. Paul, though he went very far to the Knowledge of mam great 
and excellent Truths by the force of human Learning, yet he was far ſhort 
of perfective Truth and true Wiſdom, till he learned @ ze Lefſon in 
4 new School, at the Feet of one greater than his Gamaliel.: His Learn- 
ing grew much greater, his Notions brighter, his Skill deeper, by the 
Love of Chriſt and his Deſires, his paſſionate Deſires after Jeſus. _ | 
He that goes about to ſpeak of and to underſtand the myſterions Tri- 
nity ; (about which near t)] Hundred Beoks have been lately publiſhed to 
no berter Purpoſe, than to render thole abſtruſe Points in Religiun un- 
intelligible, which before every True Chriſtian fully believed) and does 
it by Words and Names of Man's Invention, or by ſuch which ſignifie con- 
tingen'ly, if he reckons this Myſtery by the Mythology of Numbers, by 
the Cabala of Letters, by the Diſtinctions of the School, and by the weak 
Iaventions of diſputing People; if he only talks ot Eſſences, and Eæiſt- 
ences, Hypoſtaſes and Perſonalities, Diſtindtions without Difference, and 
Priority in Coequalities, and Unity in Pluralities, and of ſuperior Predicates 
of no larger extent then the inferior Subjects, may amuſe himſelf, and 
find his Underſtanding will be like St. Peters upon the Mount of  Tabgy 
at the Transfiguration: He may build three Tabernacles in his Head, 
and talk ſomething, but he knows not What, but the good Man thar 
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24 all the abſtruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion. 
feels the Power of the Father, and he to whom the Son is become Wiſdeni; 
Rig bteouſneſs, Santtification, and Redemption; he in whoſe Heart the Love 
of the Spirit of God is ſpread, to whom God hath communicated rhe Holy 
bo, the Comforter ; this Man, though he underſtands nothing of that 
which is unintelligible, yet he only underſtands the Miſteriouſneſs of the 
Holy Trinity. No Man ean be convinced well and wiſely of the Article 
of the Holy, Bleſſed and Undivided Trinity, but he that feels the Mighti- 
neſs of the Father begetting him to a new Life, the Wiſdom of the Son 
Buildiny him up in a moſt Holy Faith, and the Love of the Spirit. of God 
making him to become like unto God; there is no other ſatisfactory 
Knowledge of the Bleſſed Trinity but this: And therefore whatever 
Thing is ſpoken of God Metaphyſiealy, there is no knowing of God 
Theological iy and as he ought to be known, but by the Meaſures of Holi- 
eſs and the proper Light of the Spirit of Ged. 

But in this Caſe Experience is the beſt Learning, and Chriftianity is the 
beſt Inſtitution, and the Spirit of God is the beſt Teacher, and Holineſs 
is the preateſt Wiſdom ; and he that Sins moſt is the moſt Iguorant, and 
the humble and obedient Man is che beſt Scholar, For the Spirit of God is 
a loving Spirit, and will not enter into a polluted Soul : But he that keepeth 
the Law getteth the Underſtanding thereof, and the Perfection of the fear 
of the Lord, is Wiſdom (a), 

Thus Reader you ſee the beſt way of Reſolving the moſt Ignorant Per- 
fon in all the abſiruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion; it is not by his 
reading multitude of Books, but by his ſincere Practice of known Duties 
{or dying daily to this Life and World) ic is not by the laborious Com- 
mentaries of the Doctors, but by the Expoſitions of the Spirit of God: 
It is not by me Rules of Metaphyſicks, but by the Proportions of Holi- 
neſs : And when al Books are Read, and all Arguments Examined, and 
all Authorities alledged, nothing can be found to be true that is unho- 
ly. Give your ſelves to Reading, to Exhortation, and to Doctrine, ſaith 
St. Paul. Read all good Books you can; but exhortation unto good 
Life is the beſt Inſtrument, and the beſt Teacher of true Do&rine, of chat 
which is according to Godlineſs. HEE | 

And therefore (to uſe the Words of the Right Reverend Father in 
God THOMAS Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter. ) 

& If we would obtain this ſpiritua! Strength, we maſt often 
« meditate on the clear Evidences of our Religion; admit no 
s doubrs concerning its principal Articles, and be often repre- 
« ſenting to our Minds the excellent deſign of the Goſpel. Tho 
« the Doctrines and Promiſes of our Relipion be ever fo valuable in 
&« themſelves and important to us, yet tis the Certainty of them that fills 
«© , with Satisfaction, and gives us that Hope and Confidence which is the 
& Strength of the Soul. The Evidences we have for the Truth of our 
& Religion, are as great as the Mature of Religion will bear, and as our 
% Faith and Conditien in this Life require And tho' perverſe Men be 
<& continually ſtarting of Objections, and every Age of the Church have irs 
4c ſubtle and ſharp Adverſaries; yet an honeſt Mind, eſtabliſh'd upon 
« thoſe plain Matters of Fact, on which the Chriſtian Religion is grounded, 
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may preſerve its Faith amidſt them all, by looking upon all thoſe Dif. 


putes and Cavillings as ſo many Temptations to try the Conſtaney of 
his Belief. Sophiſtical Reaſonings, bold Speculattons, aud over 
curious Refinements in Matters of Religion, will be always flow- 
ing from thoſe Heads which have ill Deſigns, or have too much 


Leiſure : Bur what Fooleries muſt ſuch Attempts Ne to 4 ſerious 


and wiſe Chriſtian, who knows that the Articles of his Creed, are the 
Oracles of God, and the Revelations of divine Wiſdom, and not the 
Probabilities of human Underſtanding ? And therefore, the more other 
People diſpute and doubt, the more firmly he believes aud practices; and 
that ill Mode of doubting which may ſtagger thoſe who love not the 
Truth, gives him an Occaſion of taking a nearer View of the Evi- 
dence of his Raligion, and fixes him upon an everlaſting Founda» 
tion, | - IF . 

«© The excellent Deſign of the Goſpel thoroughly conſider'd, is a com- 
pleat Anſwer to all the Blaſphemies and Imputations of Falſity and 
Impoſture; for he who knows any thing truly of God and his Per- 
feftions, may eaſily diſcern his Image in the Holy Scriptures" and he 


who loves his Goodneſs will apply himſelf to the Fountain of Grace, 


and ,be quickly conſcious of its Power and Strength; and really there 
is nothing more hard to be deceived in Matters of pure Religion, 
than a pious and humble Heart. 5 * 
The Force and Power then of our Religion, is founded upon the 
Firmneſs of our Perſwaſion ; and the Firmneſs of that, depends upon 
our outward and inward Evidences ; and as we meditate upon theſe, 
we are ſtrengthened, with more and more Might according to bis gleri- 
ous Power. | jan des man 

„( 2.) We muſt be very ſerious and earneſt in all our Devotions ; for 
thereby we may be certain of drawing into our Souls 4 great Degree 


of Spiritual Strength, When our Prayers are right for their Matter 


and Defign, and are ſent forth by an Heart qualify'd for that ſacred 
Performance, they never return empty; for Chriſt has given us his 
own Word and Promiſe for their Succeſs, and we have bis on po- 


.erful. Interceſſion to make it good. So likewife the Holy Sacrament 


being a Myſtery accompany'd. with Prayers and Praiſes, When wor- 


. thily and devoutly receiv'd, never fails of adding new Strength to the 


Soul ; fer tis the heavenly Bread by which the divine Life is nou- 
riſh'd and maintain'd, and greatly increaſed : There we may expect 


all that moral Improvement which ariſes from good Thoughts, and 


heavenly Deſigus, and pious Reſolutions; and all that infuſed Bleſſing 
which God by the Myſtery imparts; there we may find that Strenye 
which 2 Soul well employ'd and well exerciſed, attains to ; and there 


we may receive @ more plentiful Communication of the Grace of Union, 


whereby we are ſcaled co Immortality, and a glorious Refurrection, 
are made one Spirit and one Body with Chriſt. © They who find none 
of theſe Efſefts, can blame nothing but their own unprepared” Hearts ; 


or if People indulge themſelves in any one Sin; to be ſure that one Sin 


will not ſuffer their Religion to grow, nor the ſeveral Parts ef their 
Devotion to unite into the inward Strength of their Souls.” Thus far 


that Truly, Pious, and Learned Prelate, THOMAS; Lord Biſhop of 
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26 all the abftruſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Reader having (I preſume) fully proved, that The ſincere Practice of 
known Duties (or Dying Daily to this Life and World) would of it ſelf 
reſolve the moſt Ignorant Perſon in all the abſtruſe Point, of the Chriſtian 
Religion, I ſhall now conclude this SECOND ESSAY (which I thought 
could not be omitted if I'd compleat A new Directory for Holy Living 
and Dying) with ſome Directions, how we may graciouſly improve thoſe 
Dorictnes andProvidences which Tranſcend our Underſtanding s? 

In theſe DIRECTIONS I ſball wholly follow the Advice of à cele- 
brated Divine of great Piety and Learning (now in Heaven) with whom 
I was long and intimately acquainted. | h : 

And here (Reader) I ſhall firſt obſerve, that * In the moſt My ſterious 
& Dottrines and Providences, there is ſomewhat apprehenfible by us, enough 
© to oblige us to conclude that there is no Implication in the Bott-. 
© rines, nor any Inconſiſtency between one and another. They are not 


© contrary unto our Reaſons, neither are the Providences ſuch, bur that 


« what difficulty ſoever about them lies before us, they are not unwor- 
© thy of God ; only we cannot ſee how, without all ſcruple to ſatisfie 
our ſelves concerning ſome things of leſſer Moment with relation unto 
© them, We cannot ſay that the Doctrines and Providences are ſuch 
as in their own Nature are incapable of a Solution; but this only 
We can fay, we know not how to ſolve them. There is ſomewhat in 
- +. them that is above us, the which does bur ſhew . mat they are from 
„God. If the Doctrines and Providences had been in all reſpects 
plain and obvious, how could it appear they had been of God; 
. © furely what things ſocver are in all reipects eaſily within our compaſs, 
© cannot be ſuppoſed to be from one infinitely above us; wherefore 
© then that the World may ſee that the Author of Chriſtian Doctrines 
© and Providences is God, God has left ſome Characters and Ideas of 
© himſelf upon them, the which may be obſerved in every thing that is 
f God. In thoſe very things that are moſt kuown unto ns, if well 
© looked into, we ſhall find ſomewhat extraordinary; the Reaſon of 
E which we cannot with any ſatisfaction fully diſcover, for there is till 
in them ſomewhat beyond us. | 
If any ſhall ask why Divine Truths are ſo obſcur d? | anſwer, it may 
be they are reſerved to augment our Future Bliſs, which ſhall eonſiſt as 
well in the enlargement of our Knowledge, 48 the refining of our Wills: 
When the Vail of Ignorance is to be taken away, and we ſhall know 
even as we are known (a) or perhaps it is to encreaſe aur Reſpect to them; 
for Men do uſually eſteem that with greater Reverence, with which they 
be not ſo throughly acquainted. : 
© Theſe. Things being ſo, tis manifeſt, That the many profonnd 
© Dottrines that are in Scripture, and the many dark Providences that 
attend us, do very much contribute to our living the more religi- 
6 Sa (i. e.) to our Walking the more by Faith, to the ſaving the 
Soul. | | 
- © This, I coneeive, is one great End of the profoundneſs of the Do- 
© Frines of Religion, and of the many Difficulties in the Providences of 
© God, namely, to raiſe us up to a Life above Senfe and Reaſon, even 
* to the Life of Faith, which is a high and a heavenly Life. 
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© The more Difficulties that lie in the Way of our Believing, the 
more ſtrong is the Faith that is exereiſed; and the ſtronger our 
Faith, the more God is glorified by us, and the more is our Salvation 
furthered ; the whieh being ſo, we have great Reaſon to be abun- 
dantly quickned in our Thoughts, | | 
© As by Faith we behold che Accompliſhment of the Promiſes, 
which are nor comprehended by our Reaſon, and can thorough the 
My ſteriouſneſs of Doctrines and Providences ſee that they are of God, 
ſo by Faith we are enabled to put our Truſt and Confidence in God, 
even when under the darkeſt Diſpenſat ions. Faith never appears ſo much 
in its luſtre as when the preateſt Difficulties lie before it. Then tis 
that the Believer puts his Truſt in the Power, Wiſdom, Merey and 
Faithfulneſs of God, when under the obſcureſt Diſpenſat ions. When 
there are ſome difficult Appearances in the Sacred Seriptures that re- 
late to ſome Doctrines, and when ſome Providences ſeem to be contrary 
to the Diſcoveries that are made of God's Faithfulneſs, &. then tis 
that our Faith appears in its Beauty; for thereby we ſhew the juſt 
apprehenſions we have of God's Power, Wiſdom, Mercy and Faith- 
fulneis. That God has promiſed to extend his Compaſſions to Belie- 
vers, that he will order all things to work together for their Good, 
is evident enough in Scripture ; but yer notwithſtanding this, all 
things ſeem to be againſt them, they are afflicted and under ſore 
Temptations, they loſe their temporal Eſtates, are deprived of their 
Liberty, are Sick, Weak, and in great Diſtreſs, ſeveral thwarting 
Providences attend them, all Things are ſeemingly againſt them: 
Thus it was with good old Jacob, he is bereaved of his Children, 
Foſeph is not, Simeon is not, and Benjamin muſt be taken away ; All 
theſe Things (ſays he) are againſt me, Gen. 42. 36. Bur yet this was 
the Time for Jacob to exerciſe his Faith, as he did in the following 
Chapter, ver. 14. 9. 4. The Lord Almighiy be with you, with him 1 
leave you; to him 1 commir my Concerns ; If I am bereaved I am 
bereaved (i. e.) the Will of the Lord be done. Thus it was wich 
Job; God had ſuffered the Temper to break in upon him; God him- 
ſelf ſcemed as if he was reſolved he ſhould die; and yet then could 
Job ſay, Though be ſlay me yet will I put my Truft in him, Job 13. 15. 
So with Habakkuk, chap. 3 17, 18,19. Although the Fig-tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines, though the Labour of 
the Olive ſhall fail, and the Hields ſhall yield no Meat, thous h the 
Flocks ſhall be cut off the Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, 
yet will I rejoyce in the Lord, the Lord God is my Streng th, be will mate 
me to walk upon mine high Places, 1 

© Whoever will duly conſider, Row that Man when in Innoceney 
was moſtly diſpoſed to cloſe with rhe Temptation of being like unto 
God in Knowledge, and that the Lord ever ſince the Fall, bath taken 
ſpecial care to keep us very much in the Dark, may eaſily ſee that the 
Uſe we are to make of the Tranſcendeney of the Doctrines and Pro- 
vidences of God, is to walk humbly before the Lord, and be to afraid 
to enquire too euriouſly after his Secrets. | 
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When Adam was firſt Created, his Knowledge was much more 
full, clear and diſtinct than after wards it was; and no queſtion but 
that it afforded him ſuitable Delight and Satisfaction. He ſaw ſo 
much Excellency in the Knowledge of God and his Works, that a 
Temptation to the doing any thing but what might encreaſe his Know- 
ledge, would wich the greateſt Diſdain be contemned and rejected: 
This the ſubtle Tempter ſaw, and therefore recommends the forbidden 
Fruit as what was rather to be choſen as a Meaus of enlarging his Know- 
ledge, than as what was pleaſing to the Taſte; Je ſhall be as Gods, 
knowing Good and Evil, Adam finding ſo much Pleaſure in the Know- 
ledge he already had, is ſoon tempred to be inordinate in the deſiring 
more, yea, ſo inordinate, that as ſoon as he meets with the Tempta- 


tion, no Knowledge leſe than what was like unto Gods, could fatisfie 


him, and ſo he fell. So that the Sin of our firſt Parents was zn Am- 


„ bition to be like unto God in Knowledge, an inordinate defire of 


knowing what could not be known by any but by him whoſe Under- 
ſtandiag is infinite; and this Sin appears in all his Off-ſpring; we 


would fain be like unto God, and we are unwilling to be ſatisfied with 


fuch Meaſures as the Lord appoints, and therefore are prying into 
the deep things of God. Such are our low thoughts of God, and ſuch 
are the: high Thoughts we have of our ſelves, that we think it nor 
impoſhble to know God to perſection, and therefore are ſo curious 
and ſtrict in our enquiry after him. N 
God keeps his Diſtance, he will make us know that he is the Lord, 
and that we are but Men, even vain Worms that eannot comprehend 
him, and who therefore ought to ſubmit our ſelves unto God, and 
humble our ſelves before him, and not come too near him ; for the 
nearer we come the more we are in the Dark, the more at a Loſs, yea 
the more perplexed and confuſed are our Apprehenfions. | 
© This the Tranſcendency of the Doctrines and Providences of God 
does evince; which is enough to ſhew, how humble we ought to be 
when we diſcourſe of God, and how Modeſt in our Enquiries into his 
Doctrines and Providences. Content thy ſelf therefore with what is 
clearly revealed, and Jeave what is hid and above thee unto God. Be 
not thou ſo bold as to meaſure the boundleſs Myſteries of God, by thy 
narrow confined Underſtanding ; neither do thou preſume to reject 
what thou canſt nor comprehend. What is of God is above thee, for 
God is God, he is clouthed with Honour and Majeſty, and with that 
Light which is inacceſſible, We ought therefore to be modeſt when 
we ſpeak of the unſearehable Poctrines and Providences of God; 
for in them we ſee enough to admire, but ean never comprehend ; and 
when we have ſpent all our Time to find out God, and the infinity of 
his Being, the Myſtery of the Trinity, the Mode of his Workings or 
Operations, the Depth of his Contrivances about the accompliſhin 

Fall'n Man's Salvation, and all the great Counſels of God; and the In- 
tricacy of his Providences, we muſt come to this Cloſe with the Apoſtle, 
O! the depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of G, 
how unſearchable are his Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding 


Out. 
And 
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And therefore as many Reverend Sons of the clergy (both Churchmeng 
and Diſſenters) have publiſhed ſeveral excellent Sermons upon thaſe 
Dottrines and Providences which Tranſcend our Underſtandings that I may 
do, all the Juſtice I poſſibiy can to The Honourable, Birth, Edutation, 
Learning, and eminent Charity of CLERGYMEN'S SONS, as well ' as 
to their Reverend Progenitors that Preach in Publick to their Congrega- 
tion, as well as privately to their own Conſeiences ; I'll now conclude this 
Eſſay (intitled, Every Man his own Parſon, Sc ) with an Appendix 
(reducing the foregoing Sermons to Practice) which Fl intitle, 
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The Parſon's Son: Or, A Congratulary Poem 
to the Miniſter's Children, on their ANNUAL 
and Splendid Feaſt, kept at Merchant-Taylor's- 


Hall, December the 7th, MDCLXXXII. De- 
dicated to the Stewards of the next Meeting of WM 


Clergymen s Sons. 


By FOHN DUNTON, Son, Grandſon, and Great Grandſon, to 
a CLERGY MAN. 


To my Honoured Friends and Brethren, the Stewards of the 
next Meeting of Clergymen's Sons, 


Honoured Bretheren, | | 
THERE is ſcarce any Dignity in Church or State, any Profeſſion, or 


1 Calling. or Raub, which ſome Clergyman's Son has not advanced 
the Reputation of Mr. Weſt, in his Sermon to the Sons of the 
Clergy, has this Expreſſion I might mention a great many Inſt ances, of 
“e Your Bounty and Liberality, and recount a vaſt Number of your pub- 

« /icþ A, of Charity, but 1 ſhow'd not paſs over in ſilence tha: Generous 
© Benefaction lately left by a Right ReverendzgFather * to this Corporation 
44 of the Sons of rhe Clergy z (For, to the great Honour af Clergymen's 
Sons, there was a Charter granted by Charles II. on purtoſe for ereft- 
„ing 2 Corporation for the Relief of Miniſters, Widows, and Chil- 
© dren) but the perpetual Good it will do, will be a more laſting Mema- 
© rial than any Commendation can be given it.” So that we may ſay to 


thoſe of the Tribe of Gad, (eſpecially if they are ſuch that have the Impus- 


dence to ſay Parſon's Sons never come to Good, &.) in the Words of Ter. 
tullian 4 Veſtra omnia implevimus urbes, municipia, caſtra, decurias, 
Palatium, ſenatum, forem : And this, as it confirms God's antient Pro- 
miſes of bleſſing the Seed of the Righteous, ſo it reminds us, that fance 
by his kind Providence our Branches are ſpread ſo far, it becomes ws in all 
Places through which we paſs, to leave ſome , Footſteps of our virtuous 
— — —ö GO EY — 


, Türder, Jae Lord Biſhop of Ely, wha left Twelve Hundred 
P ownds to . 4 Apol. „ | 
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Education and honourable Birth, and of the Principles inſtill d into us by 
our Religious Parents; to whoſe Momery we cannot dedicate a better Mo- 
nument, than the publick Fruits of their Cultivation, and a Life an: 
ſwerable to their Inſtructions and Prayers. 

Tis certain Clergymen's Sons are greatly obliged to their Reverend Pa- 
rents for that Learned Education they (generally) beſtow upon *em, and 
aur for the following Reaſons: | 

& (1) Becauſe 4 Learned Educ ation renders Clergymen's Sons more ag ree- 
& able in Neighbourhood and Converſation. Moſt of your little Animoſi⸗ 
et ſities and Quarrels are to be found chiefly amongſt uneducated People; 
% and tho we find too much of them among Men who have been better 
«& bred, yer they are ſeldom guilty of chat roughneſs and hard Language 


« which is common among others: Nay, the-obliging and endearing 


& Airs of Converſation. are in the greateſt ' Heigth 1 Perfection to be 


„ ſeen only in thoſe Gentlemen (or Clergy men's Sons) who have had the 


« Advantage of the moſt, learned Education. For, as for all the other 
& little Arts of Popular Talk and Refind Addreſs, they lie but thin 
& ſpread over a Man, like Varniſh, and every untoward Accident makes 
« him liable ro-diſcover his Tarn s Imperfections. I will not ſay chat 
& an Education perſectly Bookiſh where Genius, and the Life and Brig hi- 
& meſs of Nature, and a competent Knowledge of the World, are defieient; 
« I will not ſay this does render + Man more agreeable in Converſation ; 
ec bur if Men would take care co talk as they ought to do, and would. 
& be improving their Minds upon all occaſions, (for which no Perſons have 


So 
& ſuch a fair Opportunicy as (lerg ymen's Sons) they would find more 


-& Satisfaction in the uſeful tho unpoliſh'd Dice ourſe, of ſuch 


« a Perſon, than in all the Circle of jine Jeſts and Tales that are requiſite 
et to furniſh out au empty Wir. 

2.) Becauſe Learned Education does commonly endow Clerg ymen's Sons 
te with more than ordinary Principles of Generaſiiy The Company, which 
& they are Educated 5 art Perſons who are generally Men of Ho- 
& mour, and who value 55 Keputation, and icorn 4 baſe Thing; and 
6c therefore if they- fall into Lac! Actions they muſt ſort out to them- 
«& ſelves a new 5 for they will be abandon'd by all their 
& former Friends, who are N of Honour and Virtue, Beſides the 
« Minds of Clergymen's Sons have been habituated to ſuch generous Virtues 
& during their whole Series of Education, chat they cannot, withour 
&« great Force upon their Inciinations, ſtaop to ſordid Vices; and for that 
% Reaſon, 4 baſe Covetouſneſs, diſhoneſt Dealing, or Treacherouſnefs, and 
& ſuch other ſhameful Vices are rarely incident to Clergymen's Sons, as 
& being Perſons (g:nerally) of a Learned Education, Their very Rea- 
& ding in Philoſophy and Hiſtory affords them ſuch excellent Rules and 
ce Examples which ſo tinctures their Souls with theſe noble Ideas, as 
« makes it no eaſy matter for them to be tempted to do an unworthy 
« Thing. The Vulgar and Illiterate have very little Senſe of Fame and 
% Honour, and do many ſcandalous Things when they may be advan- 
e tageous; but Clergymen's Sons being Perſons of a Liberal Education 
& have, for the moſt part, ſuch 4 ſpark of Honour within cheir Breaſts, 
& 2s is a Guard to them againſt the Commiſſion of any exormous 
« Crimes at leaſt 4 and oftentimes is the laſt Stake of Virtue within them, 
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« when all true Piety and Religen have taken their Flight: A Spark 
e which ſometimes, by God's Grace, kindles again into à bright Flame 
« of Piety and true Religion, when others live on ſenſeleſs and ſtupid 
&. Sinners to the laſt. . | be, 1 ON 
% And Thirdly, Becauſe a Learned Education does render 4 Clergyman's 
e Son more Eminent in his particular Calling. A Previous Knowledge 
« in any part of Literature does qualifie a Man for the underitandin 
« of any kind of Buſmefs, far better than one Who is deſtitute of all; 
&« Ir opens and clears ones Head for a ready Preception of whatever ſhall 
« he propoſed ro us z for, the more the Mind is uſed to thinking and 
&« contemplation, the more quick and perceptive it is, and is diſcernable 
« even in thoſe that have been very little uſed ro it. A Lad that has 
& bur gone thro' a Form or two in 4 Grammar School, that has had 
% Thoughts but a ſmall matter Exerciſed about the Propriety of Speech, 
i and the Congruity of Terms with one another, only in the Gramma- 
« tical Way of Concord, ſhall have a far greater Facility in Learning 
& any Art, than one taken from the Plowgh, or any other, who all his 
« Time has lived by pure Senſe, without any manner of abſtralfed 
« Thought or Meditation. But a farther Progreſs, in a well managed 
« Courſe of Studies, gives 2 kind of new Genius to the Soul, and often- 
« times quickens the ſloweſt. Natures; ſo chat, when Learning and a 
e noble Stock of natural Parts meet rogzther, (as is often ſeen in 
« Clergymen's Sons) they muſt needs arrive, in any thing they apply 
« themſelves to, to the utmoſt Perfection that human Nature is capable 
„ of. For there is an Analogy between all fort of Reaſoning, and 
«. Men, who have been uſed to make good Conſequences in one Art of 
« Science, with a little Application may do it as well in another. But 
“ I need not go to prove this; for tis evident ta every ones Obſere 
% vation, that the moſt Famous in any Art whatſoever are generally 


*© Clergymen's Sons ( or the beſt Seholars in that Profeſfion.) A good 


« Philoſopher and Hiſtorian ſhall make the beft Lawyer, and an ordinary 
% Mai hematician an excellent Mechanick ;, nay, by frequent Reading 
% ſenſible Authors, 2 Man will improve his Reaſon ſo that he ſhall be 
„able to Buy and Sell, and manage Trade the better for it. Thus 
far the Reverend Dr. Nichols in his Sermon preached to thoſe Clergy- 
mens Sons who were Educated at St. Paul's School. | | 
So that you ſee Gentlemen, for ſeveral Reaſons, the Birth and Educa- 
tion of Miniſter; Children may well be accounted Honourable.z , and. 1. get 
account it the more Honourable, as that ingenious Gentleman and eminent 
Divine, Mr. Timothy Rogers, is pleaſed to ſay, (in the Sermon he 
preached at my Wife's Funeral) Mrs. Dunton was honoured. by having 4 
«Miniſter for her Father, as much as if he had been a LORD, the by the 
% Iniquity of the Times, and the Simplicity of unthoughitful People, the 
„% Character of a Miniſter is thought lower than many others; and 
t were we more Great or Rich, we ſhould be more valu d; but while we ſtink 
in the Nofirils of unſerious Perſons, we are unto Ged a ſweet ſmelling Sa- 
'& pour, To be the Ambaſſidors of Jeſus is the matter of our Gloy; and 
if as ſuch we are deſpiſed, we'll pity our Deſpiſers, and wiſh them more 
„ Grace and Wit. I reckon-it among/# the Telicities of myLife, to have been 
" 4 Prophet's Seu, nor mons!4 1 {rave à Pulpit for 4 Throne; lie reckon. our 
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22 TWULERKRGY MENS BONS. © 
« /e/yes as howourable in our Cloaks as others do in their furr'd Gowns, ov 
„in the long Robe. Happy was Mrs. Dunion in having a Miniſter, 
& and ſuch a Miniſter to her Father, and happy he in having ſuch 2 Daugh- 
. ter, who (as he uſed to ſay) never diſpleaſed him in all his 
„Lite.“ | | | a | 
Arain, my Honoured Bretheren and Friends, we ſhall do well ta. con- 
feder, (but more eſpecially you that have the Honour of being choſen Stew- 
7. of the next Meeting ot Clergymens Sons) that we claim a nearer 
Relation to the Church than others, and ſolemnly call our ſelves The Sons 
of the Church of England And therefore we ought, above all Men, 
not o to be ſted faſt to her Communion, but to do every thing that tend; 
to the Honour and Fſtabliſhent of it ; tis plain, nothing can more conduce 
hereunto, than the good Works, and Charity, and Love, and Innocence 
of +boſe that enter into her Gates : And accordingly let this be our Way of 
ſtanding up in her Defence +; and let us plead for our Communion by the 
Gogdneſs of our Lives, and the Tenderneſs of our Hearts, and by walk. 
ing ſuitably to the Scriptures which we have had an early Acquaintance 
with; for ill Examples have a malignant Influence, and ſcatter Infection far 
and wide, will give Authority to Vice, and furniſh it with Excuſe and 
Apology. If the Salt of the Earth loſe its Savour, rottenneſs and putre- 
fattion will cover the Face of it. Two Things make Wickedneſs bold and 
daring, and overflow beyond all meaſure, when tis either eſtabliſhed by 4 
Law, or encouraged by leading Examples, (for ſuch are all Clergymen's 
Sons on the Accouut of their Honourable Birth.) 'Tis 9bſervable all along, 
that the greateſt Symptoms of decaying Piety, were legible in the vicious 
Lives of a depraved Clergy or their Wicked Children, And the beſt Prog- 
noſticks of the Future Growth of Religion is, Shen it not only tipps x 2 
Tongues, but lives in the Hearts, adorns the Converſations, and regulates all 
the Attions of Clergymen, or ſuch as have the Honour to Deſcend from them. 
And (my Dear Brethren} if you'd be thus religious throughout your whole 
Converſation © | | | | 
Remember to keep holy the Sabboth Day, according to the Command- 
ment, which is the Girdle of all the Commands Strengthning, and hold- 
ing them together, without which (like weak and loſe Things) they will 
fall one from another, and dwindle into nothing; hence it is ſeen by undeni- 
able Experience, that People making no Conſcience of this Obligation, 
make Conſcience of no other Duty; but are only Profeſſors at large, and 
little acquainted with the Power of Godlineſs, (as I proved in my Eſſay 
intitled, Every Man his own Parſon) whereas on the contrary, be it ſpoken 
to the Praiſe of ſuch Pious Examples, I never knew yet a Clergyman's Son, 
if be was ſirif in keeping the Lord's Day, but he was equally ſirickt in 
the whole Courſe of his Life; therefore it was wortbily ſaid by that Prophet 
and Biſhop, the moſt Learned USHER. * Keep the Fourth Commandement, 
« and keep every Command, but keep not that, and keep never a one. 
In keeping this Command, we revive the MEMORIAL of God upon 
our Souls, which otherwiſe would be buried, and loſt in the Rubbiſh 
and Duſt of our Worldly Encambrances; then we afcend out of the 
lower Valley, and converſe with God in the Holy Mount; who meets 
his Pious Votaries, and bleſſeth them Richly in Heavenly Places in Feſus 


Chriſt, Remunerating their Zeal with Viſion and Fruition, with Unc- 
tion 
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0 the Stewards of the next Meetins 33 
tion and Glory; St. JOHN was raviſhed in Spirit on the Lord's Day 
and ſeveral beſides him have been ſo Tranſported in the ſame” Bleſſed 
Seaſon, ſenſibly feeling and foretaſting the cæleſtial Foys of the Eternal 
Sabbath; and therefore (my Honoured Brethren) tis a great Encuurage- 
ment for us that are Clergyman s Sons to follow our Reverend Father's Holy 
Examples in ſtrictly Obſerving the Lord's Day, as we may by this happy, 
Union of Purity both in Words and Practice, be Initruments of begetting 
ſuch 4 quick and lively Senſe of Religion in the Hearts of Laymen's Children, 
ſuch 4 ſerious and ſober Praffice of it in their Lives, ſuch 4 Zea in 
them to tranſmit it down to their Poſterity, that the Places we live in 
may be the better for us to the Word's End; but (my Honoured Breihe en 
I forbear to enlarge; for as I do not ſuſpect your PIETY in L 
Worſhipping of God every Sunday, (either in 4 Church or 4 4+: 
Houſe) ſo 1 would be loth to diſoblige you with Proliæit). 

Gentlemen, for my further thoughts of the Parſons Sous, +I refer 7514 
to the Congratulory Poem that was writ in the Year 1682. and pub 
that Day I made one of your Number at the Anniverſary Meeting 
Sons of the Clergy, in the Church of St. Mary le- Bow, being Thurjdays 
December the 7th, 1682. | 

I conclude with all due Reſpect to your Perſons, and hearty Prayers 
to Almighty God, that your next friendly Meeting, both at Bow-Thurch, 
and at the Annual Feaſt, may be attended with a Bleſſing to your ſelves, 
and thoſe diſtreſſed Widows and Orphans you ſo bonne fully reliev e, for 


that I am, (having the Honour to be one of your Number for three Ge- 
kerations, or more) | 


l 
>> 
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"GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
Afſectionate Brother, 
And hearty Friend, 
JOHN DUNTON 
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P 
The Parſons Son: Or, a Congratulatory Poem 10 the 

Miniſters Children, on their Annual Feaſt. 

I. 
\HE, SONS OF LE7T are no ſooner come, I 

But GAD f cries out, Pray, good Sir, make us Rom, 5 
May none but Scholars wait on PARSONS SONS ? 
We never ſaw ſuch Men! ſo juftly priz d! 
Sure Parſons Sons are Mortals Apgeliz'd ! 

II 8 


Cry d GAD, who thought *twas HONOUR but to gaze, 
T heir very Looks proclaim their Sacred Race 

Let's WONDER, and away — Fools were we when 
We thought that Parſons children had been Men. 


What Grace and Sciexce ſhines in ev'ry Face! 2 


II I, | [4 


The Mob (or Tribe of Gad) ſtill wondring cryd, ] 
Oh Education ! had we been ally'd 
To Parſons too, bow bleſs'd had been dur Fate! 
Such POLISHING had made us truly Great. 


IV. 
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All Parſons Sons deſcend from Sacred Race, 
And Biſhops Sous have ſuch a ſhining Place, 5 
They're Sons of LORDS, and ſome are Sons of GRACE 4. 

One of the nobleſt of rhe ſacred Gown (*) 

Deſcends from L EVI, is a Parſon's Son. 


V. 


he — oy 


The Parſons Sons are Heaven's peculiar Care, Hh 
And for our Biſhops they were MITRED there. ._* 


————__C_C_—_————— 


* To Bow-Church, where they firſs meet to hear a Sermon, and then go in 
Proceſſion to Merchant-Taylors-Hall ; where all the Clergymen's Sons 
that had purchas'd Tickets, are treated with @ ff plendid Dinner, | 

+ The Sons of Laymen. | 

The Title given to an Arch-biſhop. 


(*) Dr. Teniſon, the preſeut Arch-biſhop of Cantcrbury. 
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To the Stewards of the next Meeting” 
I mean ſuch who now fill the Engliſh Sees, : 
Who are truly Pious, Learned, Grave, and Wiſe ; | $ 
Fa THERS IN GOD — and none can higher riſe, a 


VI. 


Prelates, tho made ſtill by the Sovereign's Choice, 
Seem recommended by the People's Voice; 
Relig ious Lives ſucceſsfully they teach, 
By giving Patterns of the Lives they Preach, 


VIL 


How great's the Honour to deſcend from theſe 
(Or any PARSON, tho' of low'r Degrees) 7 
That feed their Flocks, and GUARD their Conſciences ? . 
Nay, ſnoud the Romiſh Wolves again purſue, 

Theſe wou'd (wich LONDON) pur on Jack-Boots roo, 4 


VIII. 


Then never fear the Church's Danger here, 
* When Reverend Fathers can in Arms appear, 
« And Men of God become the Men of War, 
No PARSON's SON (it not o'th Popiſb Brood) | 
But wou'd defend his King thro Seas of Blood. 


IX. 


Receive a bold unbidden Gueſt, among 

The leaſt, and worſt of all your Nobler Throng, 
Who for Admittance only dares to ſue, 
Becauſe kind Fate has made him one of you, 


X. 
When that wiſe King, whoſe young but mighty Hand, 
Bore the vaſt Sceptre of the Sacred Land, 


When him and all his Glories Time ſhall ruſt, 
Then you ſhall be obſcur'd with common Du. 


XI. 


Tf *tis thus GREAT to be a Parſon's Son, [ 


In vain the trembling Atheiſ# would dethrone 
That Power, which for his Life he dares not own; 
Whilſt grateful Heaven its Servants here does Grace 
With ſuch a worthy, ſuch @ generous Race. 


— > en 


3 — 
——— 


; Alluding to Dr. Compton Biſhop of London, that Commanded s 
Troop of Horſe at the Glorious Revolution in 1688. In 
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of CLERGYMEN's SONS. 
XII. | 


26 


vain on Inſpiration t'other doats, 
i. triman Learning but a need not votes; 
Whilit he the Prophet's Sons ſo far may find 
Beyond the uſual Stamp of human Kind. 


XIII. 


More madly Rome grants to the Sacred Life 
Dozens of Whores, but not one ſingle Wife : 
Since from the holy Matrimonial lame 
Oi Prieſts, ſo great, ſo brave an Army came. 


XIV. 


And reaches MANNERS to the Tribe of Gad, 
(He rhat can bounce, and yer is ſcareely fed.) 
Or if the FOP thinks he's moſt Wit and Senſe, 
*Tis not his Manxers, but his IMPUDENCE. 


The FARSON's SON is ever nobly bred, Bo N | 8 


XV. 


All here look pure like Truth, like Virtue fair, 
And all breath ſomething more than common Air 
Envy look round, and when thy Blood-ſhot Eye 
Can find 10 Spot, Envy look round and die. 


XVI. 


- Dut as for YOU— let Plenty, Pleaſure bring, 
And Veil you ſafe beneath her gentle Wing, 
Till from long bai Ages you remove, 

And all your bright Fore-fathers meet above. 


TY a 37 
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ESSAY WE 

Upon this Moment depends Eternity, or D U N'TON's 
ſerious Thoughts upon the Preſent and Future State, in 
a Fit of Sickneſs that was judged Myrtal-— To which is. 
added— ſome nice Speculations upon the Nature of the 
Soul, as at preſent dwelling in, and united to the Body, 
and as after Death, converſing in the World of Spirits. 


For our light Affliction, which is but for a Moment, 
worketh for us à far more exceeding, and eternal 
weight of Glory. 


* 


While we look not at the Things which are ſeen, but at 
the Things which are not ſeen ; for the Things which 
are ſeen are Temporal, but the Things which are not 
{een are Eternal, 2. Cor. 4. 17, 18. g 


Riſe VINCENT Riſe ! for upon this MOMENT depends 
_ ETERNITY — An Expreſſign frequent'y uſed to Mr. 
NATHANIEL VINCENT, by his Tutour, whilff be 


was a Student in the Univerſity; and is a MOTTO? | 


engraved upon ſeveral Dials and Churches. 


Ampliat ætatis Spatium ſibi Vir bonus, hoc eſt 
Vivere bis, Vita Poſle prioee frui MART. 


A good Man doth in the beſt Manner lengthen out his Life. 
He doth as it were live Iwice, that enjoys the Comfort 
a well ſpent Life. 


/ AD E R—the better to excite and prepare you for Holy Living 


and Dying, in my firſt Eſſay, I preſented you with an experi men- 

tal Diſcourſe upon the Miſeries and Vanities of human Liſe; and 

in my ſecond Efſay (as Every Man is or might be his own Parſon) l 
Preached both to my ſelf and you; and in this third Eſſay (that my New 
Directory may excite every Man to live every Day as if it were his laſt) 
I ſhall prove, wpon this Moment depends Eternity (in ſome ſerious Thoughts 
2 pou the Preſent and Future State in a Fit of Sickneſs that was judged 
Mortal) To which I ſhall add, ſeveral Nice Speculations upon the Nature 
of the Soul, as at preſent dwelling in, and united 10 the Body, and as after 
Death converſing in the World of Spirits, 1 
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38 Upon this Moment depends Eternity; or, | 
There is nothing which frights Men more than the Thoughts of De4th, 
nor is there a greater Comfort on this fide the Grave than 4 continual 
W Remembrance of cur latter End, It turns the Eyes from deluding Objects, 
ic ſhuts the Ears to all that is ill, it reſtrains the Tongue, and keeps it 
wichin the Bounds of 7uſtice, Charity and Truth it binds the Hand- 
from evil Actions; and is that Light unto the Feet, which directs em 
from rhe Broad Tracts of Vice, to the Solitary Paths of Peace, and the 
unfrequented Ways of Yirtue; for in the Happy Remembrance of our 
Latter End, e ſeldom or never do amiſs : Yet many there are, that 
defer even Repent ance itſelf, to keep clear of the very Thoughts of Death 
(for they would not ſeem to be in the Way to the Grave before their. 
Real Journey thither,) tho' they know, | 

The Decree is out. All muſt Die. Death reign'd from Adam to 
Moſes ; and tho' Death ſhall nor reign, yet it ſhall live, fight, and pre- 
vail, from Moſes to the End of the World; for then, and not till then, 
ſhall be brought to paſs that Saying that is written Death is ſwallowed 
p in Victory. To: | 

One Reafon of this dying is, God will have our Bod ies to be new caſt, 
and come out beautiful and bright: Bur, tho' there is nothing more cer- 
tain than we muſt 40l die, yet nothing is more uncertain than the Time 
when, or in what Manner we ſhall leave this World; for ſome die a 
lingring Death, and ſoms like (Dr. Howe) die ſuddenly. Then en't it 
2 Matter of Wonder Men ſhould always Coaft on the Borders of Futurity, 
and lay in ſuch ſlender Proviſions for it? Could we ſee the Dangers that 
beſiege our Lives, they'd terrify us from Security, and bring Death and 
Eternity in our View. The Sinner lives not a Moment but tis attended 
with the Jeopardy of the Grave and Hell; and tho' he may ſport with 
. the Terrors and Torments of the Damn d at a Diſtance, yet when Death 
levels at him, and the Period of his Days is come, he'll then be fill'd 
with fruitleſs Wiſhes, that he might live over his Life again, and pre- 
vent the Ruin that's now imminent and unavoidable : This muſt of Ne- 
cetitty be the Caſe at laſt of the moſt daring Impenitent. Could the Le- 
thargick World but doubt the Univerſality of Death, and whether Mor- 
tality was entailed on all Men; could the Juſtice of God (for I challenge 
2a Man to prove himſelf an Atheif# tc his own Breaſt) and the laſt Sen- 
reace at his Bir be once debated, ſome Colour, I confeſs, and Prertence, 
might be produc'd, why Repentance is defer'd : But alas! Theſe are im- 
poſfib le Suppoſitions; a Man might as well diſpute himſelf out of Being, 
or into a State of Independency, as free himſelf from the Chain of Mor- 
tality, or get loſe from his Obligations to future Judgment Was the 
Length of Life of ſome conſiderable Continuance, and a Thouſand Years 
the ſhorceiſt Period, then indeed twould be no ſuch Miracle to ſee a Man 
Iaviſh away a Hundred or more, tho? the Folly would be almoſt infinite 
in that Caſe ; but to ſee a Man that's uncertain of an Hour, live as tho 
he had made an Agreement with the Grave, and had Thouſands of Years 
on his Hands; this is ſuch a bold Degree of Madneſs, that it can't meer 
# Parallel, either in Nature or Fangy, : 

Were Men practically convine'd, thyt there are but Two States that 
expect *em after Death, and that Ereraigy is the Length and Meaſure of 


thoſe States, cwould raiſe their Apprettepſions, and make em ſeartuly en 
| | | | their 
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their Days ſhould determine before they've ſufficienly ſecur'd their Hap 
pineſs. The Life of Man is at beſt, only a dim and precarious Lamp, tis 
expos d to a Thouſand Accidents from abroad, and as many Diſorders from 
within, Death lies in Ambuſh in every Vein, in every Member, and 
none know when it may aſſault them: Ir doth not always warn before 
it ſtrikes, If ſome Diſeaſes are Chronic al, others are acute and leſs lingring, Wi 
and ſome are as quick as Lightning, kill in an lnſtant. Men may be 
well in one Moment, and. like (Dr. Howe) dead the next. How many 
are taken away, not only in the idſt of their Days, but in the Midſt of 
their Sins? In ſuch Caſes what Place, what Time for Repentance, for 
ſceking it, for uſing Means to attain it, when they have not Room for 
fo much as a Thought of it? Deaths are often ſudden and ſurprizingy 
and ſcarce leave a Man the Time to breath out his laſt Prayer; and ſeeing 
there's a World of Certainty depending on the Uncertainty of Life 
and our Management while ir laſts ; the Preparations we make for our 
Remove can't be too early, for we have 4 long Race to run by 4 ſhore 
Breath; a great Way to go by a ſetting Sun, if ever we get to Heaven ; 
and therefore DEATH, with its CONSEQUENCES (which are all 
handled in this Third Efſay) are as fit a Subject for the Contemplation 
of a wiſe Man as any in Nature, ſince upon the Manner of this depends 
his Eternal Happineſs or Ruin, | | 
Now the only Way to Happineſs is a good Life; and conſequently 
all Wiſdom being in order to Happineſs, that's the only Wiſdom that 
. ferves to the Promoting of a goad Life, according to that of Fob, 
And to Man he ſaid, behold the Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to 
depart from Evil, is Underſtanding. That therefore is the moſt com- 
pendious Way of making a Man Wiſe, that ſooneſt makes him Good, and 
reduces his Mind to a Moral Regularity. And nothing does this ſo ſoo 
and /o well, as the ſerious and habitual Conſideration of Death. And there- 
fore ſays the Wiſe Man, Remember Death and Corruption, aud keep the 
Commandments ; the ſhorteſt Compendium of Holy Living and Dying that 
ever was given; as if he had ſaid, many are the Precepts and Admoni«. 
tions left us by wiſe and good Men for the moral Conduct of Life; but 
would you have a ſhort and infallible Directury of Living and Dying well? 
Why remember Death and Corruption? Do but remember this, and fore 
get all other Rules if you will, and your Duty it you can. | 
And what is here remarked by one wiſe Man, is conſented co by all 
hence thoſe common Practices among the Ancients of placing SEPUL» 
CHRES in their Gardens, and of uſing that Celebrated Motto 
MEMENTO MORI; hence alſo that Modern, as well 28 Ancient: 
Cuſtom, of putting .Emblems'of Mortality in Churches, and other Pub 
lick Places, by all which *tis implied: that the Confederation of Death, is 
the greateſt Security of 2 god Liſe; as indeed it muſt be upon this ge- 
neral Ground, becauſe. it does that at a Blow, Which other Conſidera- 
tions do by Parts, and gives an entite Deſeat to the three great Enemies 
of our Salvation at once. It ſets us about the Temprations of the World 
the Fleſh and the Devil, For how can the World captivate him, wha 
conſiders he is but a Sixanger in it, and that he muſt ſhortly lezve it! 
How can the Fleſh inſnare lim who has a Sepulchre always in his 
Eye, and reflects upoa the cold Lodging he ſhall have there + And how: 
6271 
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Upon thrs Moment depends ternity; or, 


can the Devil prevail upon him, who remembers always he muſt Dye ; 
and then enter upon an Unchangeable State of Happineſs or Miſery, accor- 
ding as he has either reſiſted or yielded to his Temptations ! Gf ſo vaſt 
Conſequence is the conſtant thinking upon Death above all other things 
that fall within the Compa's even of uſeful aud praftical Meditation ; 


and ſo great Reaſon had Moſes for placin 
ſtderation of bis latter end—And yet, 


The Hoary Fool, who many Days 
Has ſtrugled wich continu'd Sorrow, 
Renews his Hopes, and blindly lays 
The Deſp'rate Bet upon to-morrow. | 
To morrow comes, tis Noon, *tis Wight, 
This Day like all the former fled ; 
Yet on he runs to ſeek Delight 
To-morrow, till To- nig ht he's dead. 


EEARN, 

The Bounds of Good and Evil to diſcern, 
Unhappy he who does this Work adjourn ; 
And till To-morrow would the Search delay, 
His lazy Morrow will be like To- day. 

Yeſterday was once To-morrow, 

That Yeſterday is gone, and nothing gain'd, 
And all thy Fruitleſs Days will be thus drain'd; 
For thou haſt more To-worrow's yet to ask, 
And will be ever to begin thy Tac; 
Thou like the hindmo/# Chariot Wheels art Curſt 
Still to be near, but neer to reach the firſt. | 

Our Teſterday's To-morrom now is gone, 

And ſtill a new To-morrow does come on; 
We by To-morrow's draw up all our Store 
Till rhe exhauſted Well can yield no more. 

To morrow | will live the Fool does ſay 
To- day it ſelf's too late, the wiſe liv'd Teſterday, 
Life for delays, and doubts no time does give, 
None ever yet made too much haſte to live. 


Then ſeek not to know To-morrow's Doom, 
That is not ours which is to come, 
The Preſent Moment's all our Store, 

The next Mould Heaven allow 
Then this will be no more; 

So all our Life is but one Inſtant now ; 


Then Rappy the Man, and Happy he alone, 


Who can call To-day his own! 
He who ſecure within can ſay, 


To- morrom, do thy worſt, for I have liy'd To-day. 


s the Wiſdom of Man in the Con- 


And 
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Dunton's Thoughts upon the Preſent and Fiture Ware. 4. 

And therefore as upon this Moment depends Eternity, we ought ſeriouſly 
to eonſider, that 4s our Time is ſhort and uncertain, ſo there be many 
Things that corrode and waſt that ſhort Time; ſo that we have bur little 
lefr for the Service of God. 

Let us take but out of our Jongeſt Lives the Weakneſs and Folly of 
childhood and Muth, the Impediments of old Age, the Time of Eating, 
Drinking and Sleeping, tho' with Moderation, the Times of Sickneſs, the 
Times. of Cares, Journeys, neceſſary Recreations, viſiting Friends and Relati- 
ons, following our lawful Trades, and a thouſand ſuch Expences of Time, 
which cannot be avoided in this Life, which pur together, their remains 
bur a Moment to fit our Souls for Heaven. For, 6 


Threeſcore and Ten the Age and Life of Man (a) 
In Holy David's Eyes ſeem'd but a Span, 
Yet half that Time is loſt and ſpent in Sleep; 
So only Thirty five for Uſe we keep. 
Our Days of Youth muſ# be abated all, 
Childhood and Youth, wiſe Solomon doth call 
But Vanity, meer Vanity, he ſays, . 
Is what befalls us in our Childiſh Days. 
Our Days of Age we take no Pleaſure in 
Our Days of Griet, we wiſh had never been, 
So Time deducted, Youth and Age and Sorrow, 
Only a SPAN is all the Time we borrow. 


And upon the Management and Diſpoſal! of our ſhort uncertain Time, 
depends the everlaſting concernment of our Souls. If it be redeemed, improved 
and imployed as it ought to be, we ſhall in the next Moment after Death, 


enter into an immutable, eternal, and perfect ſtate of Glory; if it be 


either ſinfully or idly ſpent, we fall into an everlaſting, irrecoverable and 
unc hangeable ſtate of Miſery. | 

All the Days of my appointed Time (ſays Holy JOB) wil? 1 wait till my 
Change come which ſpeaketh his careful Preparation. In Order to it, I 
will wait, is as much as Iwill ger me ready for it: And is there not 
need when it is above the reach of Words how much dependeth wpan it : 
What Tragick Shrieks, what fearful Cries have ſome awakened Conſcien- 
ces ſent out when they found themſelves ſurprized by Death? O that I 
might live, (aid a great Man of this Kingdom (when his Phyhcian had 


given him over) 0 that I might live, if it were but in a loathſome Dungeon 


O that I might live, if it were but the Life of a Toad, that I might have 
a Space for my Repentance | Inducias domine uſque ad mane, ſaid the young 
Man in St. Gregory, Lord ſpare me! but a little, little while, but while 
to-morrow Morning ; but while I ſay my Prayers once more! and ſo expi- 
red in Horrors, Death will not wait for us, thuugh we are unprepared 
how doth it b:hove us then to wait, and prepare tor that; St. Auſiin 


Profeſſeth, he would not be an Atheiſ# one Quarter of an Hour for! 


a World; becaule he did not know, but in that Time, God might 


% cuttafunder his Thread of Life, and fo let him drop into Hell. 
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Upon this Moment depend, Eternity; or, 
Then, Reader, ſeriouſly coufider, that on this Moment dependeth Eternity, 
God hangeth heavy Weights on weak Wyres ; and how dolefully have 
many complained, and mournfully lamented, their loſs of Time, When 
it hath been roo late. That Story of à great Lady of our Land, which 
fveral ſpeak of, may awaken ſecure ones, when on her Death bed ſhe 
dreadfully ſere:ched out, 4 Word of Wealth for an Inch of Time. And 
I] have read of Chryſorius, a Man as full of Wickedneſs as of Wealth; 
when he cometh to Die, eryeth out (like the young Man mentioned 
before) Inducias uſq; ad mane Domine, % Truce, Lord, bur till Morning, 
6. Truce, Lord, but till Morning; and with theſe Words he breathed 
& ogt his laſt,” Alterius perditio, tua fit cautio, Let that which was 4 
Murdering Piece to others, be 4 Warning Piece to thee. | 
Profane Mortals l Do but think, ſhould God permit a Damned Sinner 
that is now in Hell, ro come and fit but one Hour among ſt you, under 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom of Heaven, how highly would he prize 
this preſent Opportunity; how greedily would he embrace every Tender of 
Mercy; how eagerly would he catch at every Word of Comfort; how heartly 
would he cloſe with Chriſt upon the hardeſt Terms? | am perſwaded ye 
ſhould behold him with ſuch Streams of Tears watering his Checks, as 
if he were diſſolved into à Fountain, And will ye trifle away ſuch 
Golden Seaſons, and waſt ſuch precious Advantages, which others would 
purchaſe with Worlds, if they had them to give; nay, which you your 
felves would redeem hereafter with your Hearts Blood, but ſhall not be 
able. OI therefore now prize Time, before you come to enter upon Eternity; 
for my own Part, if I had the Tongue, the Underſtanding, the Affecti- 
ons of an Angel, I would willingly improve them to the utmoſt, and 
ſcrue them up to the higheſt Pitch in exhorting you to this weighty 
and neceſſary Work (I call it ſo, as your Eternity of Joy or Sorrow de- 
pendeth on your Vell. doing.) | =; | 
Reader, | prefs this needful Duty of redeeming Time the more upon 
you, as it has been my Obſervation many Years (but more eſpecially 
n my late Sickneſs that was judged Mortal) that even True Belisbers are 
Teak in Faith ; for alas! how far do we all fall ſhore of he Love, 
and Zeal, and Care, and Diligence, which we ſhould have, it we had but 
Once beheld the Things which we do believe? Alas! how g&dare our 
Affections ? How flat are our Duties? And how unproſitabie are our 
Lives, in Compariſon of what one Hour's Sight of Heaven and Hell, 
would make them be? O what a comfortable Converſe would it be, if I 
might bur join in Prayer, Praiſe, and Holy Conference, one Day or Hour, 
with a Perſon that had ſeen the Lord, and been in Heaven, and born 
a Part in the Angelical Praiſes! Were our Families bleſſed with ſuch, 
Perſons, what manner of Worſhip would they perform to God ? How | 
unlike would their Heavenly Raviſhing Expreſſions be to our preſent, ſleepy, 
eartleſs Duties? Reader, were Heaven open to thy View, while I am 
ſpeaking to you, or when we are ſpeaking in Prayer and Praiſe to God, 
imagine your ſelf ; what a Change it would make upon the beſt of us 
” our Service! What Apprehenſions, what Aﬀettions, what Reſolutighs it 
Would raiſe! and what a Poſture it would caſt us all into! And dg we 
not all profeſs to believe theſe Things as revealed from Heaven by the in- 


fallible God? Do we not ſay, that ſuch @ Divine Revelation is as ſure 
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Dunton's Thoughts upon the Pre ſent and Future State. 43 
as if the Things were in themſelves laid open to our Sight? Why then 
are we no more affected with them; and why do they no more ſtir up 
our Faculties to the moſt vigorous and lively Exerciſe ? For tho' l know 
that the moſt perfect Faith, is not apt to raiſe ſuch high Affeclions in 
Degree as ſhall be raiſed by the Beatifical Viſion in the Glorified, and it 
as preſent intuition now would raiſe if we could attain it; yet ſeeing © 
Faith hath as ſure an Olgedt and Revelation as SIGHT it ſelf, tho' the ff 
Manner of Apprehenſion he leſs affefting, it ſhould do much more with 
us than it doth, and bring us nearer to ſuch Affections and Reſolutions, 
as Sight would tauſe, | 

Then (Reader) let us now be in earneſt for Heaven, i. e. let us live 
every Day as if it were our laſt, for (as upon this Moment depends Eter- 
nity) to die an Enemy to God, will not only make DEATH dreadful, 
but our Souls Eternally Miſerable, Oh Melanchely Moment! that ends the 
Pleaſure of Time, and begins the Pains of ETERNITY. 

Reader, What is it which we would wiſh we had done, when we 
are at the Point of Death? Let us do now that which we then ſhall 
wi ſh we had done; we have no Time to loſe ; every Moment may be the 
Iaſt of our Life. The longer we have lived, the nearer are we to our 
Grave; the more we have deferi'd and put off Death, the nearer it 
approaches. 

What Opinion ſhall I then have of Worldly Things, when 1 am 
Juſt going to quit em? Let us, in the midſt of Life, take Council of 
Death; it is a faithful Councellor and will not deceive us. How will 
this Gold, this Pleaſure, this Beauty look ? What ſhall we think of 
'em at the Hour of Death ? In life ſhews and appearances of things, 
deceive us, in Death, we fee em juſt as they are. The Living Man pri- 
zes thr World; the Dying Man contemus it: Whom thall we. believe 
the Living or the Dying Man ? Ah! what a Trifle wiil the World ap- 
pear to us by the Light of that Torch, that will conduct us to the Bed 
of Death? Bur alas? there will be no longer Time to deceive our 
ſelves, | | 

When we Dye, our Everlaſting State is to be determined ! after Death 
the Judg ment. The Moment of our Departure hence, will paſs us over 
to the Righteous Tribunal of God, It will cither fix us in a joytul 
Paradiſe, or in an intolerable State of Woe. So that we may lay with 
Nieremberg, How many Things are to paſs in that Moment? In the 
ſame is our Life to finiſh, our Works to be examined, and we are then 
to know how it will go with us for ever: In that Momeac | ſhall ceaſe 
to live; in that Moment 1 ſhall behold my Judge; in that Moment 1 
maſt anſwer for all my publick and my ſecret Actions, tor all that 1 
have ever Thought, or Spoke, or Done; for all the Talents, the Time, the 
Mercies, the Health, the Strength, the Opportunities, and the Seaſons, 

and Days of Grace that I have ever had, tor all the Evil that | might 

have avoided, for all the Good | might have done, and did not; and 
all this Hefore that Judge, who has beheld my Ways, from my Birth to 
the Grave before that Judge, who cannot be Geciv'd, and who will noc 
he impos'd upon. Little can he, that has not been brought near to 
Death and Jadgment, know what Thoughts the Dileaied have when: 
they think they ſhall die (as was my Cale in 4 late Sickbeſs that was 
G2 judge d 
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44 Several nice Speculations upon che Nature of the Soul, 


Judged ort al) Little, very little does a Soul in Fleſh know ; what it ip 
to appear before the Great God. This is ſo great and ſo ſtrange 2 Thing 
that they only know it who have received their final Sentence, but they 
are not ſuffer'd to return to tell us how it is, or what paſſes then; and 
God ſces it fit it ſhould be conceal'd from us who are yet on this Side the 
Grave ; bur who does not Trembie to think on this mighty Change, and 
of rhis Moment that is the laſt of TIME, and the beginning of ETER-» 
NITY ; that includes Heaven and Hell, and all the Effects of the Mercy 
2nd Juſtice of God ; then ent it ſtrange that when ſome or other whom we 
know, are almoſt every Week going to ſuch a Place and State as this, 
that we who are not yet to cited the Bar are no more concerned, and uſe 
no more End: avours to be ready for. that laſs Moment of our Lives, on 
which depends an Eternity of Happineſs or Miſery, 

Ch! niy Friends when you come to the Borders of the . when you 
are Wichin an Hour or Two's Diſtance from your Final Judgment, and 
your unalterable State; what a mighty Change will it cauſe in your 
Thoughts and Apprehenfions, as it did in mine, when | was ſcized 
with 2 dangerous Diſcaſe in Ireland in the Year Ninety Eight ? 

It is a great Mercy, and prea:ly to be acknowledged, that God allows 
us ſo much Time wherein to prepare our ſelves for this Final and Irre- 
voeable Doom; it is an Inſtance of his Patience that is truly Divine, 
that notwithſtanding our many repeated Sins he has not cut us off; it 
is his great Mercy that gives us leave to appear in his Courts, before 
we ↄppear at bis Tribunal, and thac he affords us ſuch large Notice and 
Warning, that fo we may be ready for our laſt Moment and Tryal, 
whereon an Eternity depends. 

Then Reader, think upon that Thing which. you won'd moſt Fear, if you 
were to die this Inſtant; and with ſpeed take care to ſecure your ſelf 
againſt that. Accuſtom your ſelf to do every Action of the Day as if 
you were to die juſt after you have done ir. 

Chriſtian Craſtinum non eſt. (ſays Tertullian) 
The Chriſtian lives to 40, as if he ſhould never ſee to-morrow. 

And therefore (Reader) that you may make that good Uſe of your 
Time for the End it was given you: 

(J.) Of al/ Books ſtudy the Bible, 

(2.) Of «'! Duties, be much in Prayer. 

(2.) Of all Graces, exerciſe Faith. 

(4 ) Of ail Days, obſe ve the Lord's Day. 

And laſtly (above all Things in Heaven and Earth) Zet an Intereſt in 
Feſus Chriſt. 

Reader, having fully proved that — upon this Moment of Time depend 
Eternity—(in ſume ſerious Thoughts upon the preſent and future State 
in a Fir of Sickneſs that was judged Mortal) I ſhall now conclude this 
Third Eſſay with ſeveral nice Sprculations upon the Mature of the Soul as 
at preſent dwell: 1 in, and united to the Body, and as after Death conver ſing 
in the Horld of Spirits. 

Death, ſaith Laclantius, doth not put an end to the Life of Man, 
bur rather openeth him away to receive the Recompence of his well De- 
ſervixgs; for tho* the Body be returned unto the Earth out of which ic 
was taken, and that there were no Reſurrection to he looked for, for it, 
vet in the be 2ttcr part the Soul he is d Incorruptible and Immortal; 
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Both in its preſent and future State. 45 | 
not ſubject to the Stroke of Death, or to be made 4 Prey unto Worms 
aud Rottenneſs , and of this we have a Proof in St. Luke's Goſpel, 
where *tis ſaid, The Soul of Lazarus is carried int» Abraham's Boſom ag 
ſoon as it had left his Body; ſo that the Wonder is the greater that Pauf 


— 
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2 the Third, a Chriſtian and a Chriftian Prelate, and one of the Pope's 
| of Rome ſhould make doubt hereof, as he certainly did; tor this Infallible 
. Gentleman lying on his Death bed, ſaid to the ſtanders by; That he 
; 6 ſhould ſhertly be aſſi ured of three Particulars of which he had not been reſol- 
- © ved all the Time of his Life, that is to ſay, Whether there were a God? 


_ Sucha Place as Hell? Or that the Souls of Men were Immortal or not? 
- A Speech which (ſaithHeilyn) hath ſo much of the theiſt in it, that Chriftian 
; © Charity forbids me to give Credit to it, th poſſibly his Courſe of Liſe ( Like 
the Immoral Lives of many of the High flying Clergy) might give Occa- 


Er 


1 © fron to the World to report ſo of him. But that the Souls of Men do net 
1 die with their Bodies, or ſleep until the Reſurrection, is ſo clear from the 
r | Scripture, as that it is to be wondred at, that any who call themſelves 
1 | Chriſtians ſhould deny is, or doubt of it; yet ſuch there have been, of whoſe 

7 Opinion the Great Calvin has written a Fudicious Confutation, It was 4 
3 | good Reflection of the Emperor Frederick III. Who when ſome told him 
5 of a very vicious Man that had lived in great Proſperity for the Space of 
x ninety three Years, never in all that time meeting with any conſiderable Af 
Wy fiction, replied, By that we may conclude that Divines tell us Truth, 
"I - when they ſay that there is another World befides chis-which we live 
LEY in. And the Truth is, that they who think otherwiſe ave blinder than 
I Pagans, who obſerving that ſuch as they eſteemed virtuous Perſons, endured 

; greater Miſeries in this Life than many who were extreamly Wicked 3 aid 
T2 from thence conclude that the Souls of Men are Immortal, and that at 
3 the Hour of Death ſome go to à better, and others to a worſe Werld thea 
J this, wherein Morals live; yea, the very Indians themſelves are not withs 


out Sentiments of it. 

It has been queſiioned, Whether Souls ſeparared from their Bodies 
may converſe with Men on the Earth. Some Paſſages in the Scripture give 
us to underſtand that the Jews, ſome of them had odd Conceptions about the 
State of the Dead and of ſeparated Souls, Mat. 14. 2. & 16. 14. Þt ts 
certain that they cannot ordinarily appear; there is a Gulph fixed which they 
cannot paſs, Luke 16. 26. We are afſured by the Evangeliſts. that wt anty iſ 
Angels, but Moſcs and Elijah after they had been many Ages in Heaven, 

| were ſent down to the Earth to wait on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſpeak if 
s | with him about his Death at Jeruſalem, Luke 9. 31. The lite to this was 
1 never known ; nevertheleſs, we may not limit the Lord, nor determine 
what he may for ſpecial Reaſons ſometimes order to be done, Writers ſpeak 
much of Apparitions of dead Perſons, and more than Judicious Readers will 
give Credit unto; but we ſhall not do wiſely to run into the other Extream. 
Our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians tell us, that lræne the Daughter of Spiridian, MW 
a Biſhop in Cyprus, having had ſome Things which were of value com- 
mitted to her Truſ?, to ſecure them, ſhe hid them under ground; but dying 
. ſuddenly, had not diſcovered where th-y were, The Owner demanded them 
5 of ber Father, who was like to be brought into Trouble about it; but h 
bl dead Daughter appeared to him, and revealed where thoſe Jewels were hid, 
and then vaniſhed. That in theſe latter Ages the Spirits of dead RenſunsM 
; vr of Demons, pretending to be ſuch, have appeared to ſeveral, co * i 
| 1c 40 
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46 Several nice Speculatiomt upon the Nature of the Soul, 
denied, One of the Kings of Scotland was terrified with the Viſion of one ap- 
pearing to him, and ſaying, Becauſe to pleafe thee I have ſinned againſt 
my Conſcience," I am adjudged to the Torments of Hell; he ſent the 
mext Day to make Enquiry, and underſtood that the Man that appeared to 
him was Dead. Sir George Viliers, (the Duke of Buckingham's Fat her) 
appeared to a ſpecial Friend of his, whoſe Name was Parker, deſiring him to 
acquaint bis Son with the Danger he was in, and revealed ſome Secrets to him, 
knows to no Perſons in the World, but to himſelf and Son This was believ d 
at Court,where they are not wont to give muchCredit to Things of this Nature. 
The [ate Earl of Clarendon has given ſome Account of it, I have el{ewhere 
related how Major Sedenham, fix Weeks after he was dead, appeared to 
Capt. Dyke. (they had both of them been Sadduces, not believing the Im- 
mortality of their own Souls) with ſuch Words as theſe, | am ſent to tell 
you, that there.is a God, and that he is a juſt and terrible God, and if 
you do not become a new Man, you will quickly find it ſo; and then 
Vaniſhed, Dyke was ſiruck with Terror, and reformed his Life, living 


two Years after this Apparition, Several late Writers tell us, that the Oc. 


caſton of the Renowned Dr. Twiſs bis converſion, was, that when he was 
a Youth at School, one of his Comerades, who had been a very Rakehel, 
died, and afier his Death appeared to young T wiſs with theſe Words, Wil, 
I am damned; this made him to have ſerious Thoughts of another World, 


and I think no Man can doubt the Reality of a Future State (or an 


Eternity of Joy and Torment) that conſiders, | 
Glorious Things are ſpoken in Scripture concerning the future Re- 


wards of the Righteous ; and all the Words that are wont to ſignifie what 
is of greateſt Price and Value, or can repreſent the moſt exraviſhing Ob- 


Jefts of our Deſires are made uſe of by the Holy Ghoſt, to recommend unto 
us this tranſcendant State of Bleſſedneſs: Such are theſe; Rivers of Plea- 
ſures, An incorruptible Crown, the Kingdom of Glory, &c. and, after all 


that ean be ſaid, we muſt Reſolve with the Apoſtle, It dees not yet 


appear what we ſhall be, © 

At this diſtance we cannot make any likely Gueſſes or Conjectures at 
the Glory of that ſuture State, Men make very imperſect Deſcriptions of 
Countries and Cities, that never were there themſelves, nor ſaw the Places 
with their own Eyes, 
Map of that Canaan that lies above: It is to all us that live here 
on the hither-ſide of Death, an unknown Country, and an undiſcover'd 
Land: It may be, ſome Heavenly Pilgrim, that with his holy Thoughts 
and ardent Deſires, is contizually travelling thitherward, he arrives ſome- 


times near the Borders of the promifed Land, and the Suburbs of the 


new Jeruſalem, and gets upon the Top of Piſgah, and there he has an 
imperfett Proſpect of a brave Country, that lies afar off; but he can't tell 


how to deſcribe it, and all that he hath to ſay to ſatisfſie the curious | 


Enquirer, is only this, if he would know the Glories of it, he muſt go 
and ſee it; indeed it requires ſome Saint or Angel from Heaven to diſ- 
courſe upon this Subject; and yer that would not do neither for tho 
they might be able to ſpeak ſomething of ir, yet we fhouid 


Ears to hear it, Neither can choſe Things be declared but in the Lan- 
ware of Heaven, which would be little underſtood by us, the poor in- 
habicaars of this lower World; th.y are indeed Things too great to be 
To 5 Þ brouguc 


It is not for any mortal Creature to make a2 
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Both in its Preſent and Futnme' State. 47 
brought within the Compaſs of Words. St. Pau, when he had beg 
rapt up into the third Heaven, he ſaw: giuere djjvre, things unlawful; 

or impoſſible to be uttered , and, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor 

can it enter into the Heart of Man to conceive, what God hath prepared for” 

t hem that leve him; and it does not yet appear what we ſhall be; (a) ſaid" 

that beloved Diſciple, that lay in the Boſom of our Saviour, 

Reader, you will not now expect, that | ſhould give you a Relation of 

that which cannot be uttered, nor ſo much as conceived ; or declare unto 

you what our Eagle-fighted Evangeliſt tells us does not yet appear: But, 

that you may underſtand, that that which ſets this ſtare of Happineſs ſo 

beyond the Reach of all Imagination, is only its tranſtendent Excellency 3 

I ſhall tell you ſomething of what does already appear of it, and may be 

known concerning it. | | 

And firſt of all, we ſhall be ſure to meet in the Czleftial Court with the 

beſt Compaay that Heaven affords : Good Company it is the great Pleaſure 
of the Life of Man; and we ſhall then come to the innumerable Company 
e Angels, and the general Affembly of the Church of the Firſ#-born, and to 
J the Spirits of juſt Men made Perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the New 
3 Covenant, The Oracle tells Amelius, enquiring what was become of Po- 
3 #mu's Soul, that he was gone to Pythagoras, and Socrates, and Plato, 
and as many as had born a Part in the Quire of Heavenly Love; and 
I may ſay to every good Man, that he ſhall go to the Company of A» 
braham, Iſaac, and Facob; Moſes, David, and Samuel; all the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and all the holy Men of God that have been in all the 
Ages of the World. All thoſe brave and excellent Perſons that have been | 
ſcattered at the greateſt Diſtance of Time and Place, and in their ſeveral þ 
Generations have been the Salt of the Earth to preſerve. Mankind from 1 
utter Degeneracy and Corr uption; Theſe ſhall be all gathered together, 
and meer in one Conſtellation in that Firmament of Glory. 0 Precla- 
rum diem, chm ad illud divinorum ani morum contilium, cætumque profi- 
ciſcar, atque ex hac turba ac colluvione di ſcedam ! O that bleſſed Day, whey ' 
we ſhall make our Eſtape from this medley and confuſed Riot, and ſhail' ar- 3 
rive to that great Council and general Rende vous of Divine and Godlike = 
Spirits! But, which is more than all, we ſhall then meet our Lord Zeſws { 
Chriſ#, the Head of our Recovery, whoſe Story is now ſo delightful unto 1 
us, as reporting nothing of him, but the greateſt Sweetneſs and i 
Innocence, and Meekneſs and Patience, and Mercy and Tendernefs, and 1 
Benignity and Goodneſs, and whatever can render any Perſon lovely or 
amiable; and who out of his dear Love and deep Compaſſion unto 
Mankind, gave up himſelf unto the Death for us Men, and for our Sal- 
vation. And if St. Auguſtine made it one of his Wiſhes, to have ſeen 
Jeſus chriſt in the Fleſh ; how much more deſirable is it to ſee him out 
of his terreſtial Weeds, in his Robes of Glory, with «ll his redeemed 
ones about him! And this I eannot but look upon, as a great Advantage 
and Privilege of that future State; for | am not apt to ſwallow down 
that Conceit of the Schools, that we ſhall ſpend Eternity in gazing upon 
the Naked Deity ; for certainly the Happineſs of Man-confiſts in having 
all his Faculties, in their due Subordinations, gratified with their proper 
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48 Several nice Speculations upon the Nature of the Soul, 


Objects; and I cannot bur believe, a great part of Heaven to be the 
bleſs Society that is there; Their enravithing Beauty, that is to ſay, their 
inward Life and Perfection, flowing forth, and raying it felf thorough 
their glorified Bodies ; the rare Diſtourſes wherewith they entertain one 
another ; the pure and chaſt and ſpotleſs, and yer moſt ardent Love, 
wherewith they embrace each other; the ecſtatick Devotions wherein they 
Join together: And certainly, every pious and devour Soul will readily 
acknowledge. with me, that it muit needs be matter of unſpeakable 
Pleaſure, co be taken into the Quite of Angels and Seraphims, and the 
glorious Company of the Apoſtles, and the goodly Fellowſhip of the 
Prophets, and the noble Army of Martyrs, and to join with them in 
ſinging Praiſes, and Hallelujahs, and Songs of Joy, and Triumph unto 
our great Creator and Redeemer, the Father of Spirits and the Lover 
of Souls, unto him that fits upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. : | 
Secondly, in Heaven we ſhall have our Knowledge, and Love, which are 
the moſt perfect and beautifying Afts of our Minds, employed about their 
nobleſt Objects in their moſt exalted Meaſures; for a Man to reſolve him- 
ſelf in ſome knotty Queſtion, or anſwer ſome ſtubborn Argument, or 
find out ſome noble Concluſion, or ſolve ſome hard Probleme, what in- 
effable Pleaſure does it creare many times to a contemplative Mind 2 We 
know who ſacrificed a Hecatomb for one Mathematical Demonſtration ; 
and another that upon the like Oceaſion ery'd out, i, fvprce, in 4 
kind of Rapture: To have the Secrets of Nature diſcloſed, and the My- 
Peries of Art reveal'd ; but above all, the Riddles of Providence unfolded, 
are ſueh Jewels as I know many ſearching and inquiſitive Spirits would 
be willing to purghaſe at any Rate; when we come to Heaven (Iwill 
not ſay, we ſhall fee all things, in the Mirror of Divinity, for that it 
may be is an Extravagancy of the Schools; nor, that any one true Pro- 
poſetion through the Concatenation of Truth, will then multiply it felf into the 
explicit Knowledge of all Concluſions whatſoever, tor I believe that a Fancy 
too, but) our Knowledge ſhall be ſtrangely enlarg'd, and, for ought Ican 
determine, be for ever receiving new Additions, and freſh Aceruements 
the Clew of Divine Providence will then be unraveli'd, and all thoſe Diff- 
culties which now ferplex us, will be eaſily aſſoyl'd, and we ſhall then per- 
cei ve that the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, is a-vaſt and comprehenſive 
Thing, and moves ina far larger Sphere than we are aware of in this 
fate of narrowneſs and imperfection ; But there is ſomething greater and 
beyond all this; and St. John has a ſtrange Expreſſion, That we ſhall then 
ſee God even as he is ; And God, we know, is the Well-ipring of Per- 
fection and Happineſs, the Fountain and Original of all Beauty; he is 
infinitely Glorious, and Lovely, and Excellent; and if we ſee him 43 
be is, all this Glory muſt deſcend into us and become ours: For we can 
no otherwiſe ſee God, but by becoming Deiferm, by being changed into 
the {ſame Glory; But Love, that is it Which makes us moſt Happy, 
and by that we are moſt intimately eonjoyn'd unto God, For he that 
dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God in him: And how pleaſant be- 
yond all Imagination maſt it needs be, to have the Soul melted into a 
Flame of Love, and that Fire fed and nouriſhed by the Enjoyment of its 
B:loved; to be tranſported into. Ecſtaſies and Kaptures of Love ; 8 
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be ſwallowed up in the Embraces of eternal Sweetneſs; to be loſt in th 
Source and Fountain of Happineſs and Bliſs, like: 4 Spark in the” Fire, of. 
a Beam in the Sun, or Drop 1n the Ocean. | 
Reader It may be you will tell me, I have been all this while giving 
you a Relation of that which St. Jahn tells us, does not yet appear what . 
it is; but my Deſign has been the ſame with the Holy Evangeliſts; and 
that is, to repreſent unto you how tranſcendantly Great that ſtate: of Hupe 
pineſs muſt needs be; when as, by what we are able to apprehend" of ir; 
it is infinitely the Object of our Deferes, and yet we are aſſured by thoſe 
that are beſt able to tell, that the beſt and great eſt Part of the Country 3s 
get undiſcoverd, and that we cannot ſo much as gueſs at the Pleaſure of 
it till we come to enjoy it And indeed it is impoſhble it ſhould bs others 
wiſe; for Happineſs being a Matter of Senſe, ali the Words in the World 
cannot convey the Notion of it into our Minds, and it is only to be 
underſtood by them that feel it; ud yanre imonpur © ovremc Nee une NU 
vn ο Tet 2 10.2, VONUTA, N Au THQLONAY ini Xo GeTlovdte ö 
But though it does not yet appear What we ſhall be, yet ſo much al- 
ready appears of it, that it cannot but ſeem the moſt worthy Object of 
our Endeavours and Deſires; and by ſome few. Cluſters that have been 
ſhewn us of this good Land, we may gueſs what pſeaſant and delighiful 
Fruit it bears: And if we have but any Reverence of our ſelves, and 
will but conſider the Dignity of our Natures, and the Vaſtneſs of that 
Happineſs we are capable of, methinks we ſhould be Always travelli 
towards that Heavenly Country, though our Way lies through ai Wilderneſs 3 
and be ſtriving for this great Prize and immortal cromn, and be clearing 
our Eyes and purging our Sight, that we may come to this Fiſcon of God, 
Making off all fond Paſſons and dirty Defires, and breathing forth our: 
Souls in the very Words of the Reverend Mr. John: Hieksz who (in his 
Dying Speech in the Weſt) declares to the Spectaters. 1418 3 
* I am now going into that World where many Dark Things ſha!b 
* be made perfectly manifeſt and clear; and many doubtful Things fully 
© reſolved, and a plenary Satisfaction given concerning them; all Dif- 
© putes and Miſtakes concerning Treaſon, Rebellion and Schiſmy-ſhall be 
« at an End, and ceaſe for ever. Many things that are Tnnoceng, Law. 
» {al and Laudable, which have foul Marks, and black Characters, ſtamp's- 
« and fix d upon em, here they ſhall be perfectly purifed, and fully 
« cleanſed from there; where, at one view, more ſhall be known of chem 
© than by all wrangling Debates and eager Diſputes, or by reading alt: 
s Polemical Books concerning them here. 8 . | 
When I beheld ſuch an overflowing Flood of moſt prodigious Im- 
« piety ; ſuch Profanation of the Day of God; and fo much Hell upon 
« Farth ; and that there is ſo much Decay of Holy Zeal, and true 
6 Piety, and Chriſtian Religion among the Profeſſors of it ; ſuch ſeems 
ing incurable Breaches and Diviſions ; ſuch expiring Love and Cha. 
« rity, and Partings among em; it hath powerful Influence on my Son} 
& to. reconcile it more to Death, and makes it electively, and from 
Choice to leave this preſent World, and take up my abode in tha: 
e which is unſeen and Future, where there ſhall be nothing but perſect 
Love and Holineſs ; a finleſs State, and ſerving God with all Unwea. 
e riedneſs and Pertettion, with ” higheſt Complacency and 1 
5 5 . ; ; | & 5 
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48 Several nice Speculations upon the Nature of the Soul, 
that Immortal Souls can be capable of: There is perſect Peace, and 
Concord, the innumerable Company of Angels, and the Spirits of 


uninterrupted Chains of moſt pure Love, and all continually wrapt u 

in, and tranſported with the higheſt Admiration of God's Love, his In“ 
finite and incomprehenſible Excellencies and Perfections, ſinging Hal. 
lelujah's to him without ceaſing, and triumphing in his Praiſe for 
ever and ever. The Conſideration alſo, that I know fo little of 
theſe ſublime, profound, and Divine Myſteries; of the moſt glos ious 


6 
6 
0 
6 
0 
Myſtery of Salvation by Zeſus chriſt; that I am ſo uncapable to fathom 


the Depths of the Providences of God, whoſe Ways are in the Sea, 
-and whoſe Paths are in the deep Waters, and whoſe Foot ſteps are 


5 juſt Men made Perfect; all faſtened together with indiſſolvable and 


and that I am fo ignorant of rhe Nature of Angels and Spirits, with 
their Offices and Operations, and of their high and glorious Excel- 
lencies ; and that | am fo little acquainted with the Nature of my 
"own Soul as at preſent dwelling in and united ro my Body, and 


it ſhall moſt vivaciouſly and vigorouſly perform all its proper Functi- 
ons and Offices, and more than ever ſtrongly and indefatigably ſerve 
the Lord 7eſus, moſt fervently and abundantly love him and delight 
in him, every way, much more obtain the ſupream and higheſt End 
of its Creation and Being ; and this makes me much more willing to 
die that I may have the Knowledge thereof, with innumerable other 
things, that 1 am now either Ignorant of or do but imperfectly know, 
and ſo be made Happy by a Plenitude of Fullneſs of Enjoying In- 
tellectual Pleaſures, which are of all other moſt ſuitable, ſweet, and 
ſatisfactory to immortal Souls. 

« 1 earneftly exhort all moſt highly to prize and value Time, and 
4 giligencly improve it for Eternity; to be wiſe ſeriouſly and ſeaſona- 
bly ro conſider of their latter End : For by the irrepealable and irre- 
verſible Law of Heaven we mult all Die, yet we know not how, where, 


s or when. 
Reader having (in this Third Eſſay) ſaid all chat I think neceſſary 


: 


W @ 


concerning our preſent Moment of Time, and that Eternity that depends 


upon it, and of our Souls as at preſent dwellins in and united to our Bodies, 
and as after Death converſing in the World «of Spirits ; I will now conclude 
this—Firſt Part of my New Directory for Holy Living and Dying—with—. 
A Narrative of my Services and Sufferin;s in the Glorious Cauſe of Religion 
and Liberty— which L' intitle, | 


AN 


as diſunited and ſeparated from it; how without Corporeal Organs 
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6 
« not known, and particularly in the late ſtupendious and amazing one; 
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To his Majeſty's moſt G Promiſe of Mer 


The Humble PETITION off 


(To his Lawful and Ever Glorious Sovereign King GeoR 2) | 


Humbly Submitted to the Conſideration of the Right Honouras Z 


forgetting thoſe that have Diſtinguiſhed chem-l | 


ſelves i in bis Service ; 


OR, 


JOHN DUNTON, Gent. 


That he might not be left to Starve in a ] AI L, attend 
his Early, Bold, and Succeſsful venturing bis Life aud 
Fortune in Detecting his Majeſty's Enemies, when Plot- 
ting in the Royal Palace, and other Parts of Grear- 1 
Britain and Ireland, to Reſtore the Pretender. 


The whole PETITION 


ble ROBERT WALPOLE Eſq; Furſt LORD of the 
TREASURY, and to the other Worthy PATRIOTSY 
now in the MINISTRY, in hopes they II give it ſuch af 
Recommendation to his Ma jeſty, as they know in HONOUR A 
andCONSCIENCE is Due to it. To which is added, fome i 
Impartia! REMARKS upon Mr. Dunton's PETITION to 
his "Majeſty Writ by that Reverend Clergyman chat | 

Publiſhed — 5 Narrative, intitled, Mcrdecas's Memorial, o 
there's nothing done for him ; Proving tis now a National | 
COMPLAINT, that the Author of NECK or NOTHINGY 
has gone Nine Years Unrewarded for his Hftinguiſhed Ser- 

vices to bis King and Country, | 


T will never forget the Obligations I haue to thoſe that boveÞ 


His Majeſty's firſt SPEECH rem the Throne 


Diſtinguiſted themſelves by their Zeal and Firmneſs to the | 
Priteflant Succeſſion, againſt ail the Ofen and Secret i 


Prattices that have been uſed 70 Defeat it. 
A 2 
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W King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
= LP Ts 


Humble PETITION of John Dunton, Gent. 


_ Sheweth, 
= 97 70 HAT your Petitioner very early in the Queen's Reign, when 
5 j 42 


Oxford and Bolingbrook were at the Head of the Miniſtry, did 
© Publiſh a Pamphlet called Neck or Nothing, (or a Supplement 
do Mr. W—/—p—1's Celebrated Tract, entitled, The fore 
| Hiſtory of the Parliament) diſcovering the Meaſures then taking (in the 
Royal Palace, and other Parts of Great-Britain and Ireland) to blind the 
People, bring in the Pretender, and injure your ſacred Majeſty's Family's 
$ Right to your Throne (which he Prays God you may long Enjoy) which 
Bold Diſtoverys no Man durſt Publiſh at that Time but himſelf (fo great 
a Risk did he run of his Life and Fortune in their Publication) as is 
5 proved by a Reverend Clergyman in his Narrative, intitled, Mordecas's 
_ Memorial, or there's nothing done for him; wherein he proves your 
& Petitioner @ Parallel Inſt ance to the Perſian Mordecai for his diſtinguiſhed 
tho as yet unrewarded) Services, in detecting the Jacobite Plots againſt 
Hour Majeſty's Royal Perſon and Family, . 

f That your Petitioner had, upon the Publication of theſe Diſcoveries 
© (intitled Necł or Mot hing) ſeveral Officers, with Warrants from the State, 
in purſuit of him; with ſevere Threats of his Life, and large Rewards, for 
taking him; by Providence he eſcaped their Fury, but with great Fatigue, 
and Expence, and to the Impoveriſhing your Petitioner, till God Almighty 
ſent your Majeſty for 4 General Deliverance, in which your Petitioner had 
_ he m/ diſtinguiſhed Share, the Pretender having Swern (as the 
_ Zacobites Report) that John Dunton is the firſt Man hell hang at Tyburn, 
if ever he aſcends the Britiſh Throne, for his having writ at leaſt Forty 
WC Books to prove him a Popiſh Impoſtor, and all his Ad herents either Fools, 
_ Xn4ves, or Madmen, but your Petitioner (moſt Humbly) aſſures your 
= Majeſty that the T hreats of this H d. he- King (or little Popiſh Work 
of Darkneſs)has ſo little Frightned him from his ſincere and ſteady Loyalty 
to his Lawful Sovereign; that he reſolves to Re-print (in a few Days) 
e Golden Age Reviv'd ; or, a Viſion of the Future Happineſs of Great- 
\ 1 Britain under the Glorious Reign of King George, and his Illuſtrious Hewſe, 


2 —— 


L 


An APPEAL to his Majeſty. 2 


to the World's end; of which the late Order of both Houſes of Parlia- 
-ment, for Burning the Pretender's Declaration by the Hands of the common 
 -Hangman, is 2 Good and Joyful Omen. | 


That your Petitioner living in Daily Fear of a Priſon, by Reaſon of 
the great Sums of Money, which he freeiy ſpent out of his own Pocket, 
in detecting your Majeſty's Enemies, apply'd himſelf to his two good 


Friends, the late Marquiſs of Wharton, and the Biſhop of Salisbury, 


who faithfully Promiſed to lay your Petitioner's Wants and Services be- 
fore your Majeſty, which Two Thouſand Pounds would Relieve (a Small 


Sum if Compared with his Early, Bold, and Expenſive Hazards to ſerve 


the Publick) but they, to his great Sorrow, Dying, left him Deſtitute 
ever ſince, but of the hope of Relief. from your Sacred Majeſty, and your 
Condeſcending. Goodneſs in diſtinguiſhing him by your Royal Preſent of a 
Gold Medal, which your Petitioner received by means of that Truly Gene» 
rous, and Illuſtrious Patriot the Count De Bothmer, and will keep ll 
Death, were he to Dye with Hunger. 

That the Expectation of ſome Reward (according to your Majeſſy's 


Royal Promiſe from the Throne, which was © Never to Forget them that 


* diſiinguiſhed themſelves in your Majeſty's Service) has gained your 
& Petitioner Credit for Suſtenance for theſe ſeveral Years” ; which is now 
withdrawn, and a J AI L Threatned, and that thu' your Petitioner 
was formerly call'd the PATRIOT of Great-Britain, for venturing his ALL 
to ſave ir from the Uſurpation and Tyranny of 4 Popiſh Pretender (as was 
well known to the Immortal STANHOPE, * who, like 4 True and Gene- 
rous PATRIOT, gave your Petitioner a noble Preſent of Guineas in ac» 
knowledgment of his Publick Services) and for that Reaſon, twas 
Generally Thought, he would have been the firſt Man Rewarded at your 
Majeſty's Happy Acceſſion to the Briteiſh Throne; But all the Reward 
your Petitioner has yet had (fave that G/orioxs one of having done his 
DUTY to your Majeſty's Royal Perſon and Family in the worſt of Times) 
is the utter Ruin of himſelf, for ſaving his Country from it, if your Ma- 
jelty's Royal Bounty does not prevent it; and yet your Petitioner has not 
once ſtarted from his Conſtant and AﬀeQionate Loyalty to his Lawful 
Sovereign King GEORGE, ever ſince he drew his Pen in your Majeſty's 
Service (whatever ſome Proteus Loyaliſis have done, when they have been 
nd longer Humoured or loaded with Royal Bounty) which has occaſioned 
ſome of your Majeſty's beſt Friends, te perſwade him to Write a 
PARADOX, and entitle ir, The Honour of deſerving @ Knightheod exceeds 
the Title; for, tho your Petitioner was born a Gentleman (being the 
Eldeſt Son of a Reverend Divine of the Church of England) and bred 2 
Scholar, and Heir to 2 good Eſtate ; (a great Part of which your Petitioner 
has ſpent in detecting your Majeſty's Enemies both in the late and preſent 


_ Reign) yet he moſt ſolemnly declares to your Majeſty, that he had much 


rather Starve in the Glorious Cauſe of King George, and his Illuſtrious 
Howſe, than to be advanced to the Greaieſt Horours and Riches by a 
Popiſh Pretender; and for that Reaſon, your Petitioner ever thought it 
his DUTY (both as a Livery-Man of the City of London, and à Free- 


— ——— — 


* The Right Honourable James Earl Stanhope, is the True and Gene- 
rous Patriot here meant. | | | 
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An APPEAL t his Majeſty. 


holder of the County of Bucks) to ſtick at mo Charges in chuſing ſuch 


| Members of Parliament, that were for ſecuring to Great-Britain King 


WILLIAM 's Glorious Legacy, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious 


Hoaſe of Hannover ; nor ſhall either Rewards or Puniſhments, the 


Frowns or Flatteries of any Creature, hinder him from fairhfully diſ- 
charging the Duty he owes h# God, his King, and Country, to the utmoſt of 
his Power; for as your Petitioner would not for aThouſand Worlds wrong 
any Man by a falſe Accuſation, if he knew it to be ſo; ſo neither will 
he for Fear or Favour conceal any Villany that comes well attefied to his 
Knowledge, This ever was, is, and ſhall be his Principle and Practice; 
by this he'li Stand or Fall, Live or Die, That Man he thinks ill underſtands 
nis Duty to God, bis Prince and Country, that will be Bully'd out of the 
Performing it by any Man on Earth; this, your Petirioner hopes, will 
never be attempred towards him; bur if it ſhould, „will be in vain, 


For he would willingly loſe for the Service of your Majeſly, as much as. 


ethers get by pretending to ſerve you. 
All which fully Proves to your Majeſty, that your Petitioner is ſure to 
Die a Martyr in the Cauſe of his Country, and of the Royal Family 5 


or (in Plainer Engliſh muſt Starve out his few remaining Days in a 


Priſon) except inabled by a Royal Reward, to pay thoſe DEBTS that he 
has Contratted in ſerving the Publick; and therefore, as your Petitioner 
has the HONOUR to be one of thoſe Loyal Clergymen's Sons, to whom 
your Majeſty has lately Promiſed, That they ſhall always. have your Pro- 
tellion and Encouragement, he humbly Hopes he ſhall not be ſuffer'd to 
Starve in a Jail, for Dcbts eontracted in the Service of bis King and 
Country; it being now a NATIONAL COMPLAINT, thar his diſtin- 
guiſhed Services to your Majeſty's Royal Perſon and. Family, has gone 
nine Years unrewarded (as will be declared in ſeveral Addreſſes to your 
Majeſty, from ſome of the chief Corporations of Great Britain and Ireland, 
By the whole At heni an Soretcy, of which your Petitioner has the Honour 
to be a Member, and ina very Particular Manner - From his Brethren 
the Sons of the Clergy, if this Preſent Petition to your Majeſty does 
not meer with good good Succeſs, as is both Deſired and Expetted by 
all your Majeſty's true Friends) For 'tis generally Thought, your Peri- 
Tioner's early Venture ef his Life and Fortune in detecting your Majeſty's 
Enemies, had not gone thus long Unrewarded, had it not been either 
Concealed or Miſrepreſented to your Majeſty by thoſe Sout h- Sea (or Preten- 
ded) WHIGS that are lately Dead, or diſplaced for thoſe Real H HIS that 
are now in the MINISTRY, were ever Men of a Truly, Generous, and 
Faithful (haracſer; Bur the pretended WHIGS have Rob'd a whole King- 
dem of its Ricbes and credit; and (like the Knaviſh Contrivers of the 
Fraudulent Harburgh Lottery) wou'd Reward Merit in none but their 
own Creatures, (or ſuch as had Money enough to purchaſe their Favour. ) 
And therefore your Petitioner's Enemies the FACOBITES and Pretended 
WHIGS, will have him paſsYor a MAD-MAN ; the Firſt, to Stifle the 
Early and Bold Diſcovery your Petitioner made of their Treaſon againſt 
Four Majeſty ; and the laſt, to excuſe their Scandalous Avarice and Ingra- 
titude, in not Rewarding the many Deſperate and Chargeable Hazards 


that he ran at his own Expence, to ſecure to them their Religion, Lives, 
and Efiates; but your Petitioner is ſo far from being MAD (or in the leaſt 


CRAZ'D 
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An APPEAL to his Majeſiy $ 
CRAZ D in his Intellectual.) he is ready to ſtand the TEST before the 
whole Colledge of Phyſicians upon that undeſerved Slander ;; for even 


the Reverend and Learned Dr. Jonathan Swift, tho' a great Jacobite, and 


as ſuch, your Petitioner's 2vow'd Enemy, yer does him the Honour to 


clear him of all MADNESS, in his Irony, entitled, The Publick Spirit 


of the WHIGS, by calling his NECK or NOTHING “ A Cutting Satyr 


& upon the Lord Treaſurer, and Lord Bolingbrook ; and to affirm it G 


* them more than The CRISIS, (Writ by Sir Richard Steel,) or any ether 
% PAMPHLET had done, during their wholeMiniſiry.” 'T wou'd ters tore be 
doing Juſtice to your Petitivner's own Reputation, and to thoſe of his 
Fellow Subjects, who are merely Robl/d of their whole Eſtates, to ſet theſe” 
South-Sea, or pretended WHIGS (the only Enemies your Petitianer had at 
Court) in a true Light, in a SATYR, entitled,--- Neck or Nothing on bats 
ſides ; or, the National Complaiat, that JOHN DUNTON that ventured 
his ALL in the Service of his Kinz and Country, has gone Nine TE ARS 
Urrewarded ; and that thoſe ST ATE Pick-Pockets, the late Direttors of the 
Sourh-Sea Company, their Aiders, Screeners, and Abcitors ate not get 
Hang ed | 

This SATYR (if your Majeſty's two P. incipal Secretaries. of State, 
the Right Honourable the Lord TOWNSHEND, and the Lord CAR- 
TERET, will give leave for its Publication) (hall fer the Lnpudent and 
Matchleſs Knavery of the Sourh-Sea (or Pretended) WHIGS ; (but more 
eſpecially of that Proud Son of 4 Judas, that was not only Accuſed of 
SODOMYand Robbing a whole Kingdom, but alſo of baſcly Concealing 
and Miſrepreſenting your Petitioner s PUBLICK SERVICES) in ſuch a 
true Light, as will make their Memory Stink to the World's end; and in 
the mean Time, that your Petitioner might not quite fink under 
that Load of DEBTS, which he has contratted in the Glarious Cauſe of: 
Religion and Liberty (by ſtill having his Loyal and National Services either 
Concealed or Miſrepreſented ty his Gractous Sovereiza) he has taken Eke 
fectual Care to have this Humble Petition preſented to your Majeſty's 
own Hand; To the Right Honourable ROBERT WALPOLE EN 
Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, and to the other Worthy PATRIOTS now 
in the Miniſtry ; in hopes. they will give it fuch a Recommendation to 
your Majeſty, as they know in Honour and Conſcience is due ro it, Big 
whether they do or not, A Mini/ler of State's not performing his Duty 
to, thoſe that have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Service a their Country, 
can no ways Blacken your Majeſty's Spitiefs character; for *tis Univer- 
ally acknowledged, if our Gracious Sovereign excells in one Vertue more 
than another, tis in that of Nobly REWARDING ſuch as deſerve ic; 
(of which the Preſcnt Lord Chancellor, Earl (adogan, Lord Townſhend,: 


| Lord Carteret, and the Right Honourable Mr. Walpole, & . are fo many 


* 

* 
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Iuuſtrious laſtances) which your Petitioner don't ſpeak with an E,e to his 
own Advancement; for he can with Truth affirm, when be firf# ventured 
his Life and Fortune in detecting your Majeſiy's Enemies, he had no other 
Rewardin View but barely doing his Duty to his King and Country. 
And to ſpeak the Truth, of all the Ways of which your Petitioner is 
capable of Relief, A ROYAL BOUNTY to pay his Debts, and a Penſian 
for Life, would make bimſeif moſt eaſy (in Regard his frequent Attendance 
upon an / State of Health, unfits him to execute an Office) and this 
6 | way 


>F it; 
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way of being delivered from DEBT (by the Bleſſing of God upon his 


Loyal and Studious Endeavours) would make your Petitioner farther 
Serviceable to his Native Country, both in detecting the Enemies to your 


Majeſty's Government, and Promoting of VERTVE and LEARNING; 


and that | 
Firft, By Reprinting at leaſt One Thouſand of thoſe Vendible Copies which 


your Petitioner Purchaſed from Authors of diſtinguiſped Piety, Learning 


am Ingenuity (whilft he Traded in the Stawoner's Company) of which 
he French Book of Martyrs, Publiſhed in Engliſh with Queen Marys 
Royal Pri viledge.— Bp Barlow's Genuine Remains, in One Hundred Theo- 
begical, Philoſophical, and Hiſtorical Efſays.— The Works of the Right 
Honourable Henry Lord Delamere. And the Caſuiſtical Morning Exerciſes 
(Publiſhed by the Famous Dr. Samuel Anneſley, your Petitioner's ever 
Honoured Father in Law) are Four of the ſaid Copies, which with 
nine Hundred ninety Six. valuable Copies more (to which your Petitioner 
has a juſt TITLE, and are now fo ſcarce as not to be bought in London) 
had been long ſince Reprinted, had not the Money your Petitioner ſpenc 
in your Majeſty's Service prevented it. 

Secondly, By your Petitioner's attempting to Reform the Debauched Lives, 
Corrupt Principles, and ill Manners of all your Majeſty's Subjects, from the 
Whoring Duke down to the.Knaviſh Bexger, by diſcovering to em (from 
his own Experience) the Vanity, Errors, and Inconſtancy, & e. of this preſent 
World, and Reality of the next; and therefore that this Religious Project 
might awaken the Conſcience of the moſt hardened Sinners, *Tis intitled, 
Upon this Moment depends Eternity, or Mr. John Dunton's Serious Thoughts 
upon the Preſent and Future State, in a Fit of Sickneſs that was judged 
Mortal; being a new Direftory for Holy Eiving and Dying, compoid of 
the Author's own Experience, in Religion, Politicks, and Morals, from his 


Childhood to bis Sixty Third Tear; and ſubmitted to the Impartial Cenſure 
of the Right Reverend Father in God, William Lord Biſhop of ELI. 


Thirdly, By Publiſhing Intellectual Sport; or, 4 Pacquet for the 
Virtuoſi of Great Britain, which your Petitioner has now ready for the 
Prefs, and intends to Entitle it — The Athenian Library; or, 4 Univerſal 
Entertainment for the Lovers of Novelty z containing two Thouſand 


diſtinct Treatiſes in PROSE and VERSE, upon Subjects never handled 
before, The whole Written by the Author of NECK or NOTHING, 


(4 Member of the Athenian Society) and Reviſed, Corrected, and Ap- 
proved by the Gentlemen concerned with him in Writing The ATHE- 


NIAN ORACLE (a Work Anwſering all Nice and Curious Queſtions 
oncealing the Queriſts) of which your Petitioner had the HONOUR of 


being the firſt Projector and Author, 

And Laftly, —By your Petitioner's compleating in a Second Edition, 
what he calls — The Life and Errors of John Dunton, late Citizen of 
London; Written by bimſelf in Solitude — With an Idea of a New Life; 
wherein is ſhewn how he would Think, Speak, and Af, might he live 
over his Days again; Intermixed with the New Diſcoveries that the 
Author has made in his Travels Abroad, and in his Private 


& Converſation at Home; Together with The Lives and characters of 4 


Thouſand Perſons (both Male and Female) of Diſtinguiſhed Piety, Learn- 
ing, and Ingenuity, ( All of your Petitioner's Kindred, and Intimate Friends ) 
| ed 
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And the whole Life and Errors, digeſted into Seven Stages, with 


their Reſpective IDEAS. To which is xed,'a LETTER, vrit by 


a Reverend Divine of the Church of England; Recommending this IDEA 
OF. A NEW LIFE, to the Frequent Peruſal of Young Perſons 
(of both Sexes) but more eſpecially to his own Children. 
Thus your Petitioner has Preſumed to inform your Majeſty of his 
Great Zeal, Expence, and Induſiry in Promoting of VERTUE and 
LEARNING (as well of as his Diſtinguiſhed Loyalty to your Majeſty's Illu- 
ſtrious Houſe in the worſt of Times) in hopes you will be Graciouſly Plea- 
ſed to give him your Royal Pardon for this BOLD (but neceffary) DIS- 
COVERY of his Loyal, and Typographical Services; for as it was wholly 
owing to the MUSES, that Cardinal DU BOIS had the fir Acceſs to the 
Monarch of France, and obtained the Honour of a Celebrated Admiſſion: 
into the French Academy, ſo your Petitioner does not in the leaſt Doubt, 
but the VIRTVOSI of Great»-Britain (i. e. ſuch Members of the Athe- 
nian Society, that have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their ſteady Loyalty 
to your Majeſty, and Great Zeal in Promoting of Yirtue and Learning) 
will be as Nobly REWARDED with Marks of your Reyal Favour, ag 
the VIRTUOSI of France have been by the French King; Neither had 
your Petitioner been now out of a Priſon, had he not aſſured his Credi- 
tors of the Great Hopes he had of the Geod Succeſs of this Preſent Ap- 
peal to your Majeſty's moſt Gracious Promiſe, of never forgetting thoſe that 
have diſtingui(h'd themſelves your Service. 
May your Majeſty long Live the Bleſſing of your People, and Support of 

ehe Proteſtant Intereſt, and the Liberties of Europe ; all of them now in the 
utmoſt Danger by the Curſed Conſpiracy of the HIGH-CHURCH PARTY 
to Reſtore a Popiſh Pretender; may your Majeſty be the Glorious Inſtrument 
of Providence, to extricate them out of it, And to this End, may God 
bleſs your Majeſty with 4 wiſe Council, a Faithful Miniſiry, and an Obedient, 
loyal, affetionate, dutiful, united People. | 

Your Petitioner therefore, moſt humbly lays himſelf at your SacredMajeſiys- 
Feet, begging your Generous Pardon for this long and tediows Addreſs,” 


(as 'cis in ſome Senſe, his Dying Groans from the Fleet-Priſon ; or, Last 


ſhife for Life) and imploring. your tepder. Goodneſs and Compaſſion 
on his Miſeries, Wants and Services in ſuch Manner, as your Majeſty, in- 


your Great Wiſdom, (hall think fir, 
And your PETITIONER 


(as in Duty bound) 


Shall ever Pray. 
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ARKS hon Mr. Du x- 
TON's Petition to his Majeſiy ; (writ by that 
"Reverend Clergyman that publiſhed the Mor- 
rative Intitled Mordecai'? Memorial; or, 
there's Nothing done for him ; ) Proving, tis 
now a National Complaint, ht the Author of 
NECk Ok NoTHING has gone Nine. Years 
Unrewarded, for his diſtinguiſhed Services to his 


KINO, and Country. 
Si Ingratum dixeris, omnia dixeris, 


R Eader, In this Petition to his Majeſty, which Mr. Dunton delivered to 

the King with his own Hand, we find a Loyal and Moving Repre. 
ſentation of very Seaſonable, Deſperate, and Unrewarded Services and 
Suſferings in the Glorious Cauſe of Religion and Liberty, and of the 
Succeſſion of the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms, when all theſe were in Imminent Hazard, and ready to be 
ſacrificed, at one Blow, to the Pope and the Pretender; when the Ven- 
geance of an abandoned Miniſtry was the certain Effect of Revealing their 
Treaſon, and Controuling their Meaſures; if in theſe Circumſtances, there 
was {4 Britiſh Mordecai)a Man of Honeſty and Courage, to whom their 
Plots and Contrivances were. revealed, who with the utmoſt Freedom 
Riſqued his Eſtate, his Liberty, and his Life, by a moſt ſeaſonable Publica- 
tion of the Wicked Deſigns that were then on the Anvil, who propoſed 
to make good his Charge in open Court, if he could have obtained the late 
Queen's Protection for himſelf and his Witneſſes, who in Forty Books 
publiſhed at his own Exbence, alarmed the Blind and Deluded Subjects 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and who thereupon was purſued with the 
keeneſt Reſent ment of a Sectetary of State, who, when he cou'd ſerve his 
Country, and promote che Security of the Succeſſion of his Majeſty's 
Iluſtrious Houſe, in no other Capacity, made his Weekly Appearance un- 
der the Title of his own GHOST (2) What Reward ſhall he not be 
thought to deſerve ? The Deſign therefore of this Petition is to inform 
his Majeſty, that Mr ohn Dunton (Author of Weck or Not hing) is the 
MORDECAI, after his Service, his Hazards and Succeſs; and after large 
Aſſurances were made him, in Caſe the Proteſtant Succeſſion ſhould ob- 
tain, yet has been Nine Years neglected and left to ſtruggle with a 
Great Incumbrance upon his Eftate, and that tho? *tis very Notorious, 
how ſ[ucceisful Mr. Dunton's Endeavours were to ſecure the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion in the 1/luftrions Houſe of Hanover, his Free and Plain manner 
of Writing was wonderfully adapted to the ſervice of thoſe who wanted 
the mot to be delivered from the Arts and Coleurs, under which the 
Treaſon of that time was hid; and were there a Strict Scrutiny, I doubt 


3 


(a) i. e. Ke Publiſhed a }ieckly Paper intitled Dunton's Ghoſt, 
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I would not exchange Merit with Sir R. d S- -I, "Tis certain Mr. Dunten, 
has a juſt Claim upon the Foot of this Promiſe never to be forgotten, by 


. . Some Inpartial REMARKS pox. 


ot but his Converts would ap 
He turned his com men Friendſhip and Acquaintance with Papiſts into Means 
© enlarging his Diſcoveries, by which Method he came aequainted with 
the Contrivances of the Papiſts and Facobites both in England and Ire- 
land, and gave ſo plain and timely Intimations of their Deſigns, as ef- 
fectually prevented them, (as is ſhewu at large in my Narrative called, 
Mordec ai s Memorial, or there's nothing done for him, and is ſince proved 


by Mr. Dunton himſelf, in his Eſſay intitled, The Golden Age exemplified 


in the glorious Reign of his preſent Majeſty.) So that I am bold to ſay, 


there is not a Subject in Great Britain that has diſtinguiſh: d himſelf 
more by his Zeal and Firmneſs for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, againſt all the 


open and ſecret Practices that have been uſed to defeat it, then Mr. Dunton 
has done (his Capacity and Station confidered) he expoſed his Life to 
the Power and Enmity of the late Miniſtry, in a moſt Publick Detection 
of their Treaſonable Scheme, to introduce the Pretender, he was perſe- 


euted and hunted by them like a Partridge, and (as I ſaid before) when 


he found ir expedient! he turned Ghoſ# (at the very time when Sie Mar- 


rants were in Purſuit of his Body) to ſecure the Proteſt ant Sweecſſbon, and 
Defeat the Hopes of the Pretender, could I fay as much for my ſelf in 


this Regard, as i can with an unreproving Conſcience for Mr. Dunton, 


his Majeſty King George ; I have not entertained ſuch 2a Theught, that 
2 Promiſe made by a Prince ſo Famous for the punftual Obſervation of his 
Word, and eſpecially the firſt Promiſe he ever made from the Brizifo 
Throne, will lye forgotten. or Unperformed to one whoſe Services have 
had their Succeſs in raiſing him to chat Throne, of which his Majeſty 


is now fully informed by that Petition, Mr. Dunten lately delivered to 
the King with his own Hand (as I am aſſured by that Clergyman that 


compares his Publick Serviecs to thoſe of Sir R----d S Is in the Pa- 
radox intitled, The Honour of deſerving a Knighthood exceeds the Title) 
and as the World is here preſented with A true Copy of Mr, Dutiton's 
Petition to his Majeſty, ſo l dare affirm | have made no Remarks upon it 
but what his early and ſucceſsful Venture of Neck or Nothing moſt juſtly 
Merits, and is acknowledged to be Matter of Fatt by all the True Friends 
to his Majeſty's Sacred Perſon and Family. 

In ſhort, I had never eoncerned my ſelf in this Aﬀair now, did [ 
not Think, nay Know, the King's Honaur as well as the Minifiry's concern'd, 
in Rewarding ſuch National Services; the Body of Diſſenters, nay all 


our Country Whigs, murmur at Mr. Dunten's being negleQed, his Repu- 
tation ſtands ſo fair in the Britiſh World, it looks ill not to Regard the 
Man; and therefore as I am pleaſed with every Thing that adds to his 
Majeſty's Glory, { thought it my Duty toProve (in theſe Impartial Remarks 

upon Mr. Dunton's Petition to the KING) that every Loyal Subject (as 


well as my ſelf) ought to be Uneaſy, till his Diſtinguiſhed Services to his 
King and Country are nobly Rewarded, for can he be a True Friend to 
his Majeſty that is not aſhamed the Government ſhould ſuffer a Faithful 
Servant to Sink under DEBTS contracted in its Defence ? For my own 
are, | no ſooner Read Mr. Dunton's Petition to his Majeſty, bur I wag 
moved with a Generous Reſentment, that Poor Merdecai ſhould have 
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10 Mr. Dunton's Petition to his Majeſty. 
Not hing done for him, I ſaw him Periſhing under his Lad of Debts, 
eontratted in the hazardous Service of his Country ; I was not unaequaint- 
ed with the large Aſſurances made him by the late Marquiſs of Wharton 
and the Biſhop of Salisbury; I was convinced he was able to compare 
Notes (with the real and eminent Services done) with many whom the. 
Favour of their Prince has Bountifully Diſtinguiſhed ; this being Mr Dunton's 
=_ Caſe, I was ſenſibly Touched with it; if therefore Mr. Dunton's Petition 
do his Majeſty, be Honoured ſo far, as to be Back d with Mr. W ALPOLE's 
(or ſome other Worthy Patriot's) informing the King of his Early, Expen- 
five, and Succeſsful Hazards to ſerve his Illuſtrious Houſe in the worſt of 
Times (or be followed with Addreſſes in Mr. Dunton's Behalf from the 
Citizens of London, Freeholders of Bucks, and from his Bretheren the 
Sons of the Clergy ; if his Petition Prove Unſueceſsful) it will doubtleſs meer 
with ſuch 4 xob/e Reward from his Majeſty, as the whole Wation thinks 
Mr. Dunton has long and moſt juſtly deſerved for his Publick Services, 
which (as he rightly obſerves in his Petition to the King) had been long. 
ſince Rewarded had they not been either conceal'd or miſrepreſented. to 
his Majeſty, by thoſe South-Sea (or Knaviſh) Whigs that Pretended to 
Serve the Publick only to enrich themſelves : However as thoſe Corrupt 
and Ungrateful Stateſmen (the South-Sea or pretended Whigs) are all 
either Dead or Diſplaced, Mr. Dunton will now ſoon obtain that Royal 
Reward he has long dcſerved, (for the Great Service he has done his 
Country in ſecuring the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of 
Hannover.) If (as I ſaid before) the Right Honourable Mr. Walpole, or 
Some other worthy Patriot now in the Miniſtry will do him that Great 
Honour and Fuſtice, as to inform his Majeſty how long his diſtinguiſped 
Services in detecting his ſeeret and . * Enemies have gone Unrewarded, 
as I can't doubt but they will; for ſure I am, when Mr. Dunton firſt en- 
gaped in his hazardous Undertakings, in which he has met with moſt 
Remarkable Succeſs, he might have had Security from the Men now in 
Power, that in caſe the SCHEME laid to bring in the Pretender, and 
defear the Settlement of the Crown upon the Proteſians Line, ſhould 
be effeftually Detected and Overthrown, and themſelves placed where 
they are; that he ſhould never want a Share in their Fortune; that every 
Office in their Power, ſhould, tho* unasked, be employed to raiſe him 
above Straits, to make him eaſy thro” the remainder of his Days: But 
now his Endeavours have ſucceeded, and been the means to raiſe and ſet 
them in the Saddle; the Poor Man, to whom in good Meaſure they owe their 
Poſts aud their Hoxours, has (through the Scandalous Avarice and Ingra- 
titude of thoſe South-Sea or pretended WHIGS that are Dead, or Diſ- 
#4 placed) been nine Nears forgotten and nothing done for him; it has been 
& thought that Generoſity, Gratitude, and Good Faith, were the Glorious 
8 and Diſtinguiſhing Characters of the Real WHIGS, and whether indeed 
they are ſo, the Succeſs of Mr. Dunton 's Petition to bis Majeſiy, and theſe 
Remarks upon it, will go a Great Length to Determine, The prime 
| Minifters of State in the Kingdom of Perſia, are charged to this Day 
with Ingratitude, that Mordecai had nothing dane for him; tho” by his 
Means the Plot of Afſaſſination was revealed and defeated, bad Abaſu- 
ce trus been Murdered by his Chamberlains, *cw2s a Hundred to one they 
| had all loſt their Places? *'T was owing to Mordesai that the Miniſtry in 
PPP Perſia 
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dome Imparttal KEMARKS n 11 
Perſia was not turned out, and tis very much owing to Mr. Dunton (our 
Britiſh Mordecai) the preſent Miniſtry was turned in; I would therefore 
Humbly ask, whether the Worthy Patriets now in the Miniſtry, who have 
been Witneſſes of his Service, and themſelves well provided by Means of 
his Succeſs, can endure the Thought that Mr. Dunten ſhould Rot in 4 
Priſon when there are a thouſand Ways to relieve him? — But indeed 
of all the other Ways in which he is capable of Relief, 4 Royal Bounty to 
pay his Debts, and a Penſion for Life (as Mr. Dunton declares in his Petition: 
to his Majeſty) vou make him moſt eaſy in Regard his frequent Ar- 
tendance upon an til State of Health, unfits him to execute an Office ; and 
therefore I cannor doubt of the Readineſs of the Right Honourable 
Mr. WALPOLE (nor of thoſe other Worthy PATRIOTS chat now ſar 
round the Throne) to ROLL away the Reproach Mr. Dunton's rotting 
in a Priſon would unavoidably caft upon them. b 

With all poffible Importunity therefore, I beg it of Mr. WALPOLE, 
and of thoſe other Faithful Patriots now in the Miniſtry (and ſo do thoſe 
other Clerrymen and Perſons of Note, who engaged me in this :juſt Recom- 
mendation of Mr. Dunton's ugrewarded Services to their Contideration) 
that they'd take a Proper Opportunity to preſent one of Mr. ,Dunton's Peti- 
tions to the King, and Support the juſt Intention of it with the faucere Cen- 
cern, which they know in Honour and Conſtience is Due to it. 

.Reader, tis Reported of Q. Elizabeth (a) (that Deborah of our Nation) 
that in a Letter to the King of France, ſhe ſhould uſe this — : 
© Thar if there were any unpardonable Sin it muſt be Ingratitude.” And 
Plutarch (b) relateth concerning Pyrrhus King of Epirus, That he 
took the Death of Sropus very Impatiently, becauſe he was thereby 
e cut off from all Opportunities of requiting the Couteſies whieh he had 
e received from him* Sure I am, there is not 4 Grateful Subject in 
all the Britiſh Dominions, that reads Mr, Dunten's Petition to his Majeſty 
(if a true Lover of his King and Country) but muft muſt own that che 
Author of NECK or NOTHING has -more boldly ventured his Life 
and Fortune in his Majeſty*s Service, than any other Man in the King- 
dom beſides, (and conſequently moſt juſtly deſerves, that Royal Rem 
I have here mentioned) and therefore I don't wonder tis now 4 National 
Complaint, that Mr. Dunton's diſtinguiſhed Services to his Majeſty's Sacred 
Perſon and Family, have gene Nize-YeansUnrewarded, for GRATITUDE 
is juſtly held to be the Mother of all. Fertues; ſeeing that from this one 
Fountain thoſe many Rivulets ariſe, as that of Reverence and due ReſpeS 
- unto our Maſters and Governours, and that of Friend ſbip among Men, 
Leve to our Country, Piety to our Parents, and Re/igion towards God 
himſelf ; in a Word, Ixgratitude is the fouleſt Vice in the World; ſo 
that tis an old ſaying, Si Ing ratum dixeris, omnia dixeris; and therefore 
the Ungrateſul are Every way hated, as being under the Suſpicion of 
Vice; on the contrary, Grateful Perſons (and much more when a Brit; 
Monarch gives us an IIluſtrious Inftance of Royal Gratitude in his own 
Perſon) are in the eſtimation of all Men, having by their Graticude put 
in a Kind of Security, that they are not without ſome Meaſure of every 
other ſort of Virtue, Sir William Fitzwilliams the Elder, being a Merchant» 
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12 Mr. Dunton's Petition to bis Majeſty. * 
Taylor, and Servant ſometime to Cardinal Woolſey, was ehoſen Alderma 

of Broad. treet Ward in London 1506, going afterwards to Dwell ut 
Milton in Northamptonſhire; in the Fall of the Cardinal his former Maſter, 
he gave him kind Entertainment there at his Houſe in the Countrey ; 
for which being called before the King, and Demanded . How he dur 
% Entertain ſo great an Enemy to the State? His Anſwer was, That he 
«hat not contemptuouſly, or wilfully done it, but only becauſe he had been 
« bis Maſter and partly the Means of his Greateſt Fortunes" The King was 
fo pleaſed with his Anſwer, that faying, Himſelf had few ſuch Servants, 
Immediately Knighted him, and afrerwards made him one of his Privy- 
Council; if therefore Gratitude be ſueh a diſtinguiſhing Vertue, that a Man 
ean neither be 4 Good King, a Good Subject, a Gord Chriſtian, nor a Good 


Friend without it; | am then (as a Clergyman) greatly obliged, both in 


Gratitude and Juſtice to Mr. DUNTON, to make theſe Impartial Remarks 
upon his PETITION to his Majeſty, that ſo the Preſent Whig- Miniſtry 
may do him that Juſtice (by informing the King of his diſtinguiſhed 
Services to his Illuſtrious Honſe) which the Whole NATION moſt 
juitly expects from them as will ſoon appear in An Addreſs of the 
Clergymen's Sons to his Majeſty (in Mr. Dantons Behalf) if his own 
Petition prove Unſucceſsful. 5 

1 have now Pleaded the Poor Man's Cauſe by whom the City was ſav d, 
and whoſe Services and Sufferings cannot miſs of a Noble REWARD'; 
if there be either Honour, or Conſcience, or Gratitude, upon the Face of 
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Proving King George our Rightful and ever 


Glorious Sovereign, and the Pretender x Popiſſt 


Impoſtor (being the Forty BOOKS mentioned in 

p. 2. in the PETITION to his Majeſty, and 
were moſt of them Publiſhed when Oxford and 
Bolingbrook were Two Reigning Favourites; 
and the reſt ſince his Majeſty's Happy Acceſhon 
to the Britiſh Throne, and are theſe following, 
VIZ, ) HE 2 55 1 


i. Mex Nothing, in a Letter to the Earl of Oxford, being * 


Supplement to Mr. Walpole's ſhort Hiſtory of the Parliament. 


— 2. Queen Robin, or the Second Part of Neck or Nothing, detecting 


rr 


© _—_ —u— 


the Secret Reign of the Four laſt Years of her late Majeſty, Queen 


Anne. 


3. The ſhorteſt Way with the King, or Plain Engliſh ſpoke to his 
Majeſty ; being the Third Part of Neck or Nothing. 
4+ The Impeachment, or Great-Britain's Charge againſt the late Mini- 
try, in Sixty Articles. | | 
5. Mhig- Loyalty, or 2 Private Letter to her late Majeſty Queen Anne, 
by Mr. John Dunton ; in which he offers to appear and prove all his 
Diſcoveries in his Narrative, entitled Neck or Nothing. gp 
6: The Golden Age, or à Viſien of che Future Happineſs of Great 
Britain, under the Glorious Reign of King George, and his IUluſtious 
Houſe to the World's End. 3 | 
7. The Medal, or a Loyal Eſſay upon King Gerge's Picture, as cwas 
Preſented to Mr. John Dunton, by his Majeſty's Order. 2 
8. Dunton's Ghoſt, or a Speech to the moſt Remarkable Perſons in 
Church and State, written by the Author of , Neck or Nothing, whilſt he 
was Number'd amongſt the. Dead. SR 


9. The Hereditary Baſtard, or the Royal Intrigue of the Warming- 


Pan fully detected, in a Sermon upon theſe Words; And & Baſtard ſhall 


dwell in Afþdod, Zech. 9. 6. | 
- fo, Ox-—— and Bull——, or a Funeral Sermon for the Iwo Beafts 


that are to be ſlaughter'd on Tower-Hill, next Seſſion of Parliament, 
n theſe Words; But theſe, as natural Brute Beaſts, made to be Taken 
and Defiroyed. 2 Pet. 2. | 


11. King Abigail, or the Secret Reign of the She. Favourite detected; 
and apply'd in a Sermon upon theſe Words: And Women Rule over 


them, 1a, 3+ 12. 


12. Bungey, - 
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1 ohn Dunton ? Forty Folitical Trazts, 
— 12. Bungey, or the Falſe Brother (Dr. Sacheverell) proved his own 
Executioner: In a Sermon Preached on theſe Words; And went and 
Hang d himſelf, Matt. 27. 5. | DS, 

— 13. Frank Scammony, or the Reſtoring Clergy detected in their 
Names, . Haunts, Plots, Hereſies, and Leud Converſation : In a Ser- 
mon upon theſe Words; Her Prieſts have violated my Law, and I am 
Profened among them, Exek. 22. 16, Oceaſion'd by a certain Bi ps 
ſwearing, We'l bave the Pretender by G——d. FOO „ 

14 Seeing's Believing ; or, King George Proved a Uſ-——per, and 
his whole Reign one continued Act of C——ty and 0p —— x, and 
other Natorious Failings; Written by a Subject to the Lawful King. 
The whole Effay being 4 Satyric al Irony, to prove King George the moſt 
Rig he ful and Gloriows Prince that ever ſat on the Britiſh Thrane. 

15. The High church Gudgeons ; or, A Day's Ramble to catch the 
Fooliſh Zacks with their own Treaſon : Being a Key to that Loyal Ireny, 
intitled, Seeing's Believing ; or, King George Prov'd a Uſ— per; for 
writing whereof, Mr, Dunton was Three Times carry'd before a_ Ma- 
giſtrate the ſame Day, and as often Acquitted, for à Loyal Subject and 
Honeſt Man. | . 

16. The Devil's Martyr's; or, Plain Dealing: In Anſwer to the 
Facobite Speeches of thoſe Two Perjured Rebels William Paul, a Clergy- 
man, and John Hall, a Juſtice of Peace; fairly proving, No Britith 
Subject can be @ true Son of the Church of England, that dies aſſerting 

the Pretender has any Right to his Majeſty's Crown, 

17. Royal Gratitude; (or King Georges Promiſe never to forget his 
Obligations to rhoſe who have Diſtinguiſhed themſelves in his Service) 
critically conſider', In a Letter to Robert Walpole Eſq; Occafioned by x 
General Report, that Mr. John Dunton (Author of Neck or Nothing) will 
ſpeedily be Rewarded with a Conſiderable Place or Penſion. 

18. King George for Ever; or, Dunton's Speech to the Proteſtant 
Aſſociators of Great-Britain ; but more eſpecially to thoſe of the 
Tower-Hamlets, | 

19. The Maniſeſto of King John the Second (alias Mr. John Dunton ) 
declaring he has fairer Pretenſions to be Sole Monarch of theſe King- 
doms, than that Popiſh Impoſtor that Stiles himſelf, Zames the Third. 

20. The Ideal Kingdom; or, A Deſcription of what Court John the 
Second reſolves to keep, and in what Manner he intends ro Reign, in 
in Cafe (after the Death of Kizy George, and the ſeveral Branches of his 
Hluſtrious Houſe) he ſhould Defeat his Popiſh Rival for the Britiſh 
Crown, and be choſe Sole Monarch of Great-Britain. 

21. The Mob ar; or, A Detection of the Preſent State of rhe Britiſh 
ation: Containing ſuch Diſcoveries (in Church and State) as were 
never Publiſhed before. 

22. King Willian"s Legacy; An Heroick Poem. In two Parts. Con- 
Qining « (1.) The Celeſtial Coronation ; or, The Joyful Acclama- 
tions of the Bleſſed in Heaven, on the ſame Day on which our Glorious 
George was Crowned Monarch of Great Britain. (2.) No Pretender; or, 
The General Thankſgiving on Earth : Being a Comment in Proſe and 

Verſe upon all the rejoycing Sermons that were Preached June the 7th, 
upon the Total Defeat of the Exgliſh and Scorch Jacobſtes. 
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23. Burnet 
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proving Ring George our Lawſul Sovereion: 16 

13. Burnet and Wharton; or, The Two Immortal Patriots 3 An 
Heroick Poem. Inſcribed to all true Lovers of their King and Coum- 
try; but more eſpecially thoſe that had the Honour to be Perſonally 
known either to the late Biſhap of Salisbury, or the Marquiſs of 
H harton. | : 5 | 
24. The Pulpit -Lunaticks ; or, A Mad Anfwer to a Mad Reporr 


made by a Committee of Mad Prieſts, againſt Benjamin Lord Biſhop of 
Bangor, and moſt humbly Inſcribed to that Truly, Pious, Learned, and 
Immortal Prelate. | | 
25. The Bull-Baiting ; or, Sacheverell Dreſs'd up in Fire-works x 
Lately brought over from the Bear Garden in Southwark, and Expos d 
for the Diverſion of the Citizens of London, at Six. pence a. piece. 


— 26, The Conventicle; or, A Narrative of the Diſſenters new Plot 


« 


againſt the Preſent Conſtitution, in Church and State; Written by Way 
of Iren), Proving the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and Low Church-men, his 
Majeſty's moſt Loyal Subjects, and beſt Friends. 


ä 27. The Hannover Spy ; or, Secret Hiſtory of St. James 's, from the 
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. of Queen Robin down to the late Miſunderſtanding in the Royal 
alace. 

28. Dunton s Retantation ; or, Ris Reaſons for Deferting his Whigiſh 
Principles, and turning Facobite: Being a Loyal Irony ; or, Bite for the 
Jacobi tes. | | 1 

29. The Paſſive Rebels ; or, A Satyr upon the High Church Impudenee 
of wearing Oaken Boughs on the Reſtoration Day, Rue and Thyme 
on the Thankſgiving-Day, and Whites Roſes on the Pretender's Birth- 
Day. | | | 

- 3o- The Pulpit Trumpeter; or, The Subſtance of all the Treaſonable 
Sermons that have been preach'd at Whire-Chapel by that Nonjuring 
Rebel Dr. Welton ; Arreſted by two of his conſtant Hearers. 

31. The Higb Church Martyrology ; or, The True Character of all 
thoſe that have dy d by the Ignominious Death of the Halter, for RebeNing 
againſt their Lawful Sovereign King George. EI 

32. The Pulpit-Bite; or, à Satyr on the Hereditary (or High Church) 
Fools ( However Dignify'd or Diftinguiſhed) that would Reſtore a Popiſh 
Pretender under a Falſe Pretence that the Church is in Danger under his 
Preſent Majeſty. . | | 

33. The Pretender; or, Sham King: A Trage: Comedy. As it was 
Afted upon the Theatre of Great · Britain during the late Curſed Re- 
bellion. | 

34. God Save the King; or, A Speech to our Rightful and ever Glo- 
rious Sovereign upon his firſt Landing at Greewwich : Giving him a 
hearty Welcome to his New Dominions, | i 

35. The Proteſtant Neſeg ay; or, A Panegyrick upon the Royal Orange, 
and apen all Things dignify'd with an Orange Colour, as it is to King 


Wiliem we owe the invaluable Bieſſing of tne Proteſtant Succefhon in 
the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover. | | | 


35. George the Second; or, The True Prince of Wa.es : An Heroick 


| Pocm. Dedicated to that Truly, Loyal, and Thoughtful Patriot, who 


was the firſt Propoſer of that. B/efſed Lezacy, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
the LHluſtriaus Horſe of Hannover, 
37. The 


me 


is .. Dunton's Forty Political Trafs, &c. 
37. The Queen by Merit; A Paradox fully proved in the IIluſirio 

8 Entacter Ra her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 5 Wales, _ fi 7 
38. The Royal Pair; or, A Panegyrick upon Conjugal Love Ianſerib'd 
+80 (that Matchleſs Inſtance of it) the Prince and Princeſs of Wales 

39. The Unborn Princes; An Heroick Poem: Inferibed to the Royal 

Iſſue of the 1luſtrious Howe. of Hannover, not yer in Being ; but is more 
- Particularly Addreſs'd to Prince Frederick George, and the Two Young 
| Princeſſes, more lately arrived at the Fore of Life, 
| 490. All's at State; or, The only Way to Retrieve the Loſt Glory, 
I Honour, Piety, Morals, and Unanimity of Great-Britain, is by the Choice 


of a Good Parliament. 
Theſe Forty Political Tracts, (except thoſe, of them that are out of 
Print) are all ſold by S. Popping in Pater-naſter- Rom, and moſt Bookſellers 
in Great Britain and Ireland. ö e 
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